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Halo 3: Man, 
Daft Punk got 


INSTANT 
COOL 


JUST ADD MUSIC. 
Blender and Altec Lansing 
have assembled a list of 
the coolest music 
downloads of 2007— 
straight from THE 
BLENDER BIBLE-and are 
offering you the chance 

to put ’em on your playlist, 


FREE! 


Log on to 
www.im600.com/blender 
to check out the awesome 
must-have download list. 
And enter to win a $250 

aa music download gift card, 
shaving a ’ courtesy of ALTEC LANSING: 


fow-water- 


pressure day. : = SERVE CHILLED OR 
ON THE ROCK. 
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“Offer expires December 31, 2007 











WATCH THESE 





MOVIE 


KURT COBAIN ABOUT 
ASON 

This poignant documen- 
tary features never- 
before-heard audiotape 
interviews with the late 
Nirvana frontman—about 
his childhood, his band, his 
relationship with Courtney 
and his suicidal thoughts— 
set to impressionistic 
footage shot in and around 
Cobain’s old haunts. 





TV 


30 ROCK 

Blender’s favorite sit- 
‘com—starring hilarious 
real-life lunatic Tracy 
Morgan—returns for season 
two. The premiere features 
guest star Jerry Seinfeld 
(playing himself), but we've 
got our fingers crossed for 
more Ghostface cameos this 
season, Premieres October 4. 


DVD 


KISSOLOGY: VOLUME 
TWO 1978-199) 

Live footage abounds on this 
expansive 4-DVD set, but the 
real jewel is Kiss in Attack 

of the Phantoms, a gleefully 
atrocious thriller in which 
the band tangles with an evil 
amusement-ride inventor, 





ONLINE 


DINNER WITH THE 
BAND 

This Web series is part live 
concert and part cooking 
show. Watch indie artists 
like Tokyo Police Club and 
El-P rock out... and then 
pick up some quick recipes 
perfect for grueling tours. 








UAT COBAIN ABOUTA SON: CHARLES PETERSON: CURE: JUN SATD/WIREMIAGE, 


10 1990S 
“YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE 
MY FRIEND” 
qu TRADE 
Mixa little AC/DC riffage, 
some Glasgow swagger and 
Britpop sighs, and you've got 
this track, aimed at any bro 
who isn't carrying out his 
bro-ly duties. 


{1 THE GOOD LIFE 
“HEARTBROKE” 
SADDLE CREEK 
‘A bouncy little passive- 
aggression ditty, aimed at an 
ex-girlfriend who was clearly 
not that into this dude. 


12 GARY ALLAN 
“WATCHING AIRPLANES" 
MOR NASHUILLE 
Bittersweet country lament 
about bidding bon voyage to 
love, Perfect for your next 
breakup with an air-traffic 
controller. 


13 SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO 
“IT'S THE BEAT” 


cna 
English remix experts step 
out on their own with some 
glitchy electro. More fun 
than a dance floor full of 
monkeys... on wheels, 


14 JARULE FEAT, LIL WAYNE: 
“UH OHHH" 
THEING UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 
Hip-hop's onetime punching. 
bag launches his comeback 
bid with this surprisingly 
hot sing-along, Sadly, he 
declines to rhyme the title 
with "SpaghettiOs.” 


15 THIEVES LIKE US 
“DRUGS IN MY BODY” 


Tsun 
This NYC-via-Berlin-via- 
Sweden crew debuts with 
a dreamy dance-rock jam 
about being depressed and 
doing lots of drugs. 


16 COHEED AND CAMBRIA 
“THE RUNNING FREE” 


ccowunann 
Upstate Now York's finest 
prog goblins unleash an- 
other blast of Narnia metal, 
this time with 85 percent 
more wuh-ohs. 


17 OKKERVILRIVER 
“PLUS ONES" 
sncuciwan 
An aching indie-pop ballad 
that doubles as a math- 
nerd/music-geok in-joke, 
with frontman Will Sheff 
sighing about 100 fuftbal- 
loons and 51 ways to leave 
your lover. 


{8 BAND OF HORSES 


“IS THERE AGHOST" 

suopor 

From a not-actually- 
cloven-hooved Seattle 

trio, yearning, slow-burning, 
indie rock about wondering 
if your house is haunted ... 
by love! Paging Peter 
Venkman ... 


{9 BIRDMAN FEAT. LIL WAYNE 
“POP BOTTLES” 


ASH MONEY 
The 3,286th amazing 
Weezy appearance this 
year comes courtesy of his 
foster papa—who sounds 
pretty darn good, too! 


20 WILL..AM 
“GOT IT FROM MY MAMA” 
‘WL LAM MUSiC/ITERSCOPE 
He's already crafted an 
insightful treatise on 
the female anatomy with 
the Black Eyed Peas’ “My 
Humps.” Now the rapper~ 
producer (he's the Pea 
who's actually talented) 
steps out on his own with 
this ode to the biological 
origins of booty. Gregor 
Mendel, holla! 








SPIN THESE ‘O) 








{ ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 
STRAWBERRY JAM oomino 
The Brooklyn noise troupe spews free- 
associative lyrics over computer spasms—the 
result is nine catchy sing-alongs beamed out 
from the weirdest playground on earth. 





2 KIA SHINE 
DUE SEASON universa morown 
Whether he's flaunting $1,000 sneakers or 
updating his MySpace profile, this charis~ 
matic Tennessee MC has one thing on the 
brain; looking his flyest. 





3 JOHNATHAN RICE 
FURTHER NORTH reprise 
A sarcastic, pessimistic and thoroughly 
engrossing set from this SoCal singer- 
songwriter. (Don't hate him ‘cause he's 
dating Jenny Lewis.) 


4 PLIES 
THE REAL TESTAMENT sup-n-stioe/artanric 
Don't let “Shawty,” featuring T-Pain's dulcet 
come-ons, fool you. On his rowdy debut, 
this gruff-voiced Florida thug is a total 
brute—and lovin’ it! 








5 ELVIS COSTELLO 
MY AIM IS TRUE je-o/ume 
Declan MacManus's debut, full of writerly 
rants about girls and class, hit a spot where 
R&B becomes punk. Dweeby anguish never 
sounded so sweet. 
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LIVE FROM MEXICO CIT 


U2 POPMART LIVE FROM MEXICO CITY IS RELEASED ON DVD FOR THE FIRST TIME 


AV 
THE LIMITED EDITION INCLUDES A BONUS DISC, FEATURES DOCUMENTARIES AND TOUR VISUALS MONTAGE 





sl OP 


ON SEPTEMBER 18TH 


/AILABLE ON DVD AND AS A LIMITED EDITION DELUXE DVD 
IN A HOLOGRAPHIC FOIL PACKAGING WITH A POP-UP. 











AVIC-D3 

GPS Navigation 

XM Traffic* 

iPod® Direct Control* 

Bluetooth® Wireless* 

DVD/CD Entertainment 

Voice Command 

. Rear View Camera* 
2 Vehicle Dynamics 


™% 








Best Seat in the House says you 
know where you want to be...in the 
front. And with Pioneer's new 
Navigation Systems you have all 
the tools to get you there. 
powerful navigation capabilities 
DVD multi-media entertainme 
Plus a lot more. 


Let Pioneer help you create that 
experience. Put information, 
communication and entertainment 
right in front of you...and everything 
else behind. 


PrIoneer 


sound. vision. soul 


pioneer-navi.com 





CALIBER SRT4 


CALIBER SRT4. IT CHARGES ONTO THE SCENE WITH 
WITH AN INTERCOOLED AND TURBOCHARGED 4-CYLINDER 
ENGINE THAT PUSHES 285 HORSEPOWER AND 265 Le-FT 
OF TORQUE THROUGH A GETRAG SIX-SPEED MANUAL 
TRANSMISSION, IT IS A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH. AS 
IMPRESSIVE AS ITS POWER, IT FEATURES A UNIQUE, SRT- 
TUNED ANTILOCK BRAKE SYSTEM (ABS) AND SRT-SPECIFIC 
ELECTRONIC STABILITY PROGRAM (ESP). LIKE ITS 
LEGENDARY STABLEMATES, CALIBER SRT4 IS LOADED 
STRAIGHT FROM THE FACTORY. FLOOR IT TO DRIVESRT.COM. 


JOIN THE POWER ELITE 


















Product may require reapplication , 3 
| after vigorous activity on 
2 = vosvICTORY HAIR.COM 


EXTREME STILE 











Foldable 
Movable 
Rechargeable 
Shareable 


FM Tunable 





Remote Controllable 


Impressively Audible 





ring the audiophile in all of us. 
Cl 


powerful sound for your iPod. The inMotion iMBOO. 





Visit www.iM6O0.com 


1S) 
ALTEC LANSING = 


iPod not included. © 2007 Altec Lansing, a division of Plantronics. All rights reserved. iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc. registered in the US and other countries. 









SONG OF 
THE MONTH 


| DEVENDRA 
BANHART 





XL 
Off his new album, some 
glorious psych-weird- 

ness from the king of the 
beartios. 





Weill try the 
next bordello; 
thanks... 
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FEATURES 
KANYE WEST 


He had to convince Jay 
give him a record contract. 
Now, two multiplatinum CDs 
ter, Kanye West is setting 
his sights beyond hip-hop’s 










TUNE IN! 


Be sure to listen tothe 
Blender Download I5 
every Saturday at 
12pm, EST on Maxim, 
Radio, Channel !08 
on Sirius. 




















borders: “I want to be the No. 1 
artist in the world.” 


Tattooed frontman for Finnish 
rock gods seeks American 
youth to join his “love metal” 
cigarettes, 
s, the 








72 


HIM's Ville Valo: 
“Brother, can 
you spare some 
melanin?” 










ROCK’S GREATEST 
DYNASTY 


Blender pits 20 musical 
clans against one another 
to determine rock's gre 
family of all time. Will it be 
the Osbournes? The Jacksons? 
Let's play the Feud! 


VANESSA CARLTON 


The old singer-pianist 
on breaking up with the dude 
from Third Eye Blind and 
loving, ahem, hobbits and 
elves. 


SO YOU THINK YOU 
CAN SING? 


American Idol summer 
camp afforded 138 kids the 
chance to sing their little 
hearts out—and the show's 
producers the chance to 
extend their brand further 
than ever. 


GEAR GUIDE/FALL '07 
imo quintet Plain White 

k in the glow of the 
coolest flat-screen 
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televisio 





‘ON THE COVER 
KANYE WEST 
PHOTOGRAPH BY 

TERRY 

RICHARDSON 

Styling: Charlene Roxborough. 
‘Grooming: Ibn Jasper. Shirt, 
Prada, 





com 13, 








DAASTIC 
FANTASTIC 


featuring 


www.kttunstall.com + www.myspace.com/kttunstall 
2007 Jaydone Lid. trading as 





FO 
FIGHTERS 
ECHOES, SILENCE, 
PATIENCE & GRA 


the new album featuring THE PRETENDER 





produced by gil norton ¢ mixed by rich costey + foofighters.co 





CONTENTS 10.07 





REGULARS 


BLENDER BIBLE 
LETTERS 
BURNER 


Hell freezes over: Amy Winehouse 
goes to rehab, and Van Halen reunite. 
Plus, Bat for Lashes, diva dirt-naps 
and more. 


COLLECT CALL FROM .. 
DAUGHTRY 

The grunge star finds life on the 
road humdrum—except when he's 
firing massive machine guns. 


DEAR SUPERSTAR: 
JAMES BLUNT 





THE GREATEST SONGS EVER: 
“NO DIGGITY” 

Blackstreet’s massive hit about a fly 
girl with attitude 


ASK BLENDER 

Freddie Mercury: cat fancier, and 
the Chrissie Hynde/Carly Simon 
throw-down 


WHO DOES WILL.I.AM THINK 
HE IS? 
The Bl. 


fish eyes 
Yo wonder he gets weird 






yyed Pea has “big-ass 
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THE GUIDE 
NEW RELEASES 


Foo Fighters, KT Tunstall, James 
Blunt, PJ Harvey and more 


REISSUES 

Elvis Costello, Matchbox Twenty, 
Ani DiFranco, Ringo Starr 

and more 


BACK CATALOGUE: GENESIS 

Genesis’s recording career, from 

their pretentious prog-rock roots 
to their slightly less pretentious 

AOR hits 


LIVE 


Interpol, and Tegan and § 


MOVIES 


The Darjeeling Limited, Control, 
Into the Wild and more 

















ARTIST INDEX 
Where to find your favorite performers in 
this month's Blender 
ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 9,105 
BAT FOR LASHES 30 
BLACKSTREET 56 
BLUNT, JAMES 
(AN HIS WARRIOR ANCESTRY) 50,107 
CARLTON, VANESSA 86 
| CLARKSON, KELLY 22,90 
COPELAND, STEWART 70 
COSTELLO, ELVIS 9,116 
DAFT PUNK 34 
DAUGHTRY 42, 45 
GENESIS ig 
HIM 72, 0 
HYNDE, CHRISSIE 
(THROWS THEM Bows) 60 
INTERPOL 120 
| KINGSTON, SEAN 42,125 
MANU CHAO uM 
MARLEYS, THE 82 
PLAIN WHITE T'S 42,96 
RZA 
| (@NDHIS Massive WEED CONSUMPTION) 40 
| TUNSTALL, KT : 38,112 
WILL.LAM, 128 
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POWER, PRECISION 
AND STYLE. 





TECH Gear 


Tech Gear pushes forward in 
technology, endurance and style. 
Full-featured, Full-powered. 

The perfect balance of precision 
timekeeping and rugged 
sophistication. 


PULSAR 


Where substance meets style 


PulsarWatches.com 


By Seiko Waten Corporation 


Available at Gottschalk's 
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WWW.CMJ.COM/MARATHON 


SPOON - | - Bans SEA POWER - - MATES OF STATE 


ODRIGO Y GABRIELA - - DEL THA FUNKEE 
HOMOSAPIEN - - MUTE MATH - ~ DEVIN THE DUDE 
ISLANDS - - LITTLE BROTHER 
MICKEY HART & ZAKIR HUSSEIN - - MARNIE STERN @ 
) MSTR - THE BRUNETTES 
- RUINS - A FOREIGN ISLANDS - SIMIAN 
MOBILE DISCO - DAN DEACON - 
CELEBRATION - . BOUNCING SOULS - 
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BECAUSE SHARING IS CARING... 





Monkey Boy 

I never imagined I'd be jealous of a chimpan- 
zee, but that's exactly how I felt after seeing 
your pictures of Andy Samberg (“Andy Sam- 
berg’s Awesomely Retarded Awesome Zone!” 
September) goofing around with that mon- 
key. Samberg is the floppy-haired man-boy of 
my dreams! He truly deserved the No. 1 sloton 
your“Hot Report’ 

Heather S., Long Beach, CA 














Monster Hit 


Andy Samberg is funny, but Tracy Morgan— 
No. 40 on the “Hot Report’—is a laugh riot. 1 
nearly pissed myself imagining the crazy way 
he delivered his “hot insult” about being so ugly 
that he “could stick yo' face in dough and make 
monster cookies.” That line has become my new 
insult of choice. 








Jaxon Levine, Somerville, MA 


We're Bringing Hinderback 

While I agree with most of your musical picks 
for the “Hot Report’—who can argue with 
M.LA., the White Stripes and Arcade Fire? — 
I have to take issue with your awarding the 
bands Hinder and Nickelback (a.k.a. Hinder- 
back) the No. 6 position on your list. Call m 
snob, but I just don’t see how selling shitlo 
of albums to fans in the flyover 
these middling groups as 
Anton3000, New York 
Dude, put down your $16 apple martini. Jager 
shots are onus! 




















‘Andy Samberg 
knew his Animal 
Husbandry degree 
would come in 
handy someday. 


Reader Loves Chachi 

Blender, V'm baffled by your “Hot Report.” You 
included Bret Michaels but left off his fellow 
VH1 reality star Scott Baio? [know Chachi’snot 
as rock & roll as the lead singer of Poison, but 
Scott's show is great and he’sstill got his boyish 
good looks. Meanwhile, all Bret Michaels hasis 
the memory of his girlish good looks. 











jenna.twist, Little Rock, AR 











digital photo frame and MP3 player. 





Send us a photo and tell us which music celebrity your pooch 
resembles, If we print it, you'll win the awesome Coby widescreen 
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Paisley’s in Style 

1 was amazed to see Brad Paisley made your 
“Hot Report”! Not because | don't think he’s 
worthy—I do. It’s just that music mags usually 








overlook mainstream country artists in favor of 


acts who hardly sell any records butare deemed 
“cool.” And, as hissongabout checking a girl for 
ticks shows, he’s as funny as any of the comedi- 
anson your list. 

iashville 








werangler88, 


Indecent Proposal 

I find it curious that Rilo Kiley hottie Jenny 
Lewis (“Hot Report,’ September) wrote a 
whole album about pornography despite 
claiming that she doesn't watch the stuff. con- 
sider myself something of a porn aficionado, 
so if Jenny wants someone to introduce her to 
some of the finer XXX titles available, I am at 
herservice. 

Mark D., Muncie, IN 

Jesus, we need a better spam blocker, 


















For Pete’s Sake 

Blender, can you do me a favor and call a mor- 
atorium on mentioning Pete Wentz in your 
magazine? As if reading the Fall Out Boy bas 
ist’s insipid insights about life on the road in 
your “Collect Call From ... Fall Out Boy” story 
(August) wasn't bad enough, then you had to 
goand include him on “The Powergeek 25” list 
forhisinsipid contributions tothe Internet. >> 
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Usfie pulls off the 
world’s sexiest 
lowercase-b 
impersonation. 





ly can't take much more of this guy-liner- 
wearing buffoon! 
Dan Plankett, Troy, MI 


dust for that, we're commissioning Pete Wentz 
towrite us a 5,000-word essay on insipid read- 
erletters. 


Naked Contempt 


Oh, man, did you have to name “You Shook 
Me All Night Long” one of the Greatest Songs 
Ever (September)? As a stripper, I hear that 
song every goddamn night—sometimes mul- 
tiple times. Great? Try “grating.” The only song 
more annoying to my ears at this point is Mét- 
ley Criie’s “Girls, Girls, Gi 
Amber S., Hartford, CT 











No Love Lost 

How hypocritical can Courtney Love get? She's 
the queen of*Kurtsploitation’ (“Hot Report”), 
letting some cheesy company make Kurt 
Cobain lunch boxes, yet she protests when Dr. 
Martens uses her late husband in an advertise- 
ment? Could it possibly be because she wasn't 
going to make any cash out of the ad? 
Leafblowah999, Las Cruces, NM 





























Monkee Tales 
Someone ought to ask Kelly Clarkson (“Kelly 
Clarkson and the Bubblegum Machine” August) 
if she’s ever heard of the Monkees. They had 
nearly thesame battle with their own Clive Davis 
40 years ago. Actually, I'd find an article on the 
Monkees far more interesting. Though I'd rath- 
erlookat photos of Kelly than of Peter'To: 

















Corey Rotic, Cleveland 


What if we were able to convince Peter Tork to 
take his shirt off? 


Paris in the Sproing! 

That sensuous photo of P: 
Uffie you ran in September's issue really put 
the hot in your “Hot Report.” So I downloaded 
some of her songs, and you're right—she can't 
rap her way out of a paper bag! Still, nothing 
could stop me from seeing her perform live if | 
ever get the chance. Ooh lala! 

oldskoolfool808, Boston 






-based rapper 











22 “I'm just.a fool for your stockings believe.” 





Superfan 


BRINGING OUT THE STALKER IN YOU SINCE 2001 


Pe 





and Sgt. D. Malry 


Steve Gempeler and 





Shawn Bourque and 





and David Pristin 











Have a shot of yourself invading a pop star's 
personal space? 

Send it our way; if we print it, you'll get the Virgin 
Mobile SLICE cell phone. For more info, go to 
www.virginmobileusa.com. 


SEND ENTRIES TO: 
superfan@blender.com, 

or Superfan at Blender, 

1040 Sixth Avenue, [5th Floor, 
New York, NY 10018. 
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Maia 


The Old Criie 

Does Nikki Sixx (“Dear Superstar” September) 
have no shame? I mean, the guy's 48 friggin’ 
years old and still teasing out his hair, show- 
ing off his tats and generally acting like he’s 18. 
Right after I'm done with this letter, 'm going 
to write my congressman asking him to spon- 
sor legislation enforcing a mandatory retire- 
ment age for heavy-metal dudes, 
Rainmakert984, Portland, OR 











Bonna-rude! 


After reading your entertaining “The Worst 
Jobs in Rock & Roll” story (September), Tam 
moved to make an apology to the Bonnaroo 
cleanup crew. I'm not proud to admit that I was 
one of the concertgoers who left my campsite 
strewn with crushed beer cans, used condoms 
and, yes, “buckets of human excrement.” Let's 
just say I was little out of my head that week- 
end. Sor 
Mike T., Athens, GA 



















Buckets? Couldn't you have taken a lesson from 
the hog farmers of America and found anice river 
orstream to dump it in? 


All About Eve 


Thank you, Blender, for getting the beautiful 
Eve (“Hot Report”) to reveal her preferred pick- 
up line (“I think you're cute; can I have your 
number?”). If 'm ever fortunate enough to run 
into the rapper, I won't employ my usual line: 
“Are those space boots? ‘Cause you are outta this 
world!” You'd be surprised how often that one 
works, though. 








Highway69, Andover, MA 


McKnight Moves 

Wait, R&B star Brian McKnightisn’thot (‘Un- 
Fuego,” September)? You could've fooled me 
and my husband—we conceived our first child 
while listening to a Brian McKnight album! 
That was one heck of a hotevening. 





Lovelyday23, Peoria, IL 
Mom, you're embarrassing us! 





Sisterly Love 

Tm glad you put “cute sister acts” in your “Hot 
Report”—it gave you a good excuse to publish 
another picture of the Pierces. I've been smit- 
ten with Allison and Catherine Pierce ever 
since you ran an “Almost Famous” story on 








Blender’s Burning Question 


WHAT IS JOHN MAYER THINKING OF RIGHT NOW? 





SURVEY SAYS 


48% 


DISPLACED 
POLAR BEARS 


25% 


JESSICA SIMPSON 


i) 

7% 

YWoWHE MALUSTEEN 
DELURE BOK eT 









READER WISDOM 


“JOHN CARES 
MORE ABOUT 
BEARS THAN 
BOOBS... 
RIGHT?” 


Jessica Kelloge. Omaha. NE 


Logon to Blender. 
com for the next 
Burning Question. 
One deserving 
reader will have 
his/her thought- 
provoking comment 
published in the 
magazine and win 
‘a Samsung Blast 
cell phone. 














them in June. Tegan and Sara ain't bad either, 
but their ironic mullets are a turnoff. 
Darkforest13, Jacksonville, AR 


Makes Him Wanna Hurl 

Your Q&A with Akon (“Who Does Akon Think 
He Is?" September) only made me hate him 
more. Throwing a poor fan offstage in June 
“wasall in fun"? I'ma big guy, and if | ever meet 
Akon I'm going to lift him over my head and 
give hima taste of hisown medicine! 

Atlanta 








Steven 


No Tokey, No Washy 


Tlovedyour story about howastrung-out Fergie 
once hallucinated that a man was hiding in hi 
clothes hamper (*Methalicious; September).Td 
liketo havea man hidingin myhamper—aslong 
as he did my laundry every week! Wher 
getmesome crystal meth? 














John C., Tampa, FL. 








Blender readers: We want to hear from you! 
So write in and tell us how you really feel. 


Send all correspondence to: 
your2cents@blender.com, or Blender, 1040 
Sixth Avenue, [5th Floor, New York, NY 10018, 
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SAY HELLO TO YOUR NEW GUITAR 








Ds. 


NINTENDQ) 


Jam Sessions is the groundbreaking music experience 
that transforms your Nintendo DS(tm) system into a 
portable guitar, promoting singing, playing and 
songwriting while offering the perfect companion for 
social gatherings, commuting to work/school, or just 
relaxing at home. 


See it in action at www.myspace.com/jamsessions. 
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ROHTO°EYE DROPS| 


So intense. So cooling. Feel the Eye-Drenaline. 
Rohto V® Cool for redness. Rohto V° Ice for itch, 
irritation and burn. Rohto V® Arctic for eye strain. 
Experience Rohto® Eye Drops, and check out the 
newest independent music. The Rohto® - Blender 


Battle of the Bands at www.cool4eyes.com 
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ROCK YOUR STYLE! ||| 
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ROCK 


YOUR STYLE! 
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The compact, sleek and remarkably powerful iGroove” SXT from Klipsch. Fits into any room. 
Makes every playlist larger than life. For more, visit klipsch.com. 


THE ULTIMATE SOUND EXPERIENCE™ 


BRITNEY VS. LINDSAY * WU-TANG WEIRDNESS * DAFT PUNK 


URNER 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ... AND PLENTY YOU DON’T! 


OBERING 


says yes, yes, 
yes—and then no, no, no—to 
rehab after cocaine, heroin scare 


U.K. TABLOIDS CLAIM that after suffer- 
ing a drug overdose, Amy Winehouse 
voluntarily entered the exclusive U.K. 
Causeway clinic in Essex, but fled by heli- 
copter less than 48 hours later—and that 
now her parents may take legal action to 
force her to undergo treatment. o 
x finehouse 
On August 8, Winehouse, 24, was delivers a cup 
rushed to a London hospital, wher uy y of chips to 
tabloids, her stomach was pumped and Caer 
she was given ashot of adrenaline. “It was 
one of the most terrifying moments of my 
Winehouse told News of the World, 
which reported that she had been ona 
‘pub crawl,’ ingesting heroin, 
asy and the horse tranquilizer 


Winehouse 
change. [have to sort myself out.” 
Before entering Causeway, reports say, 
the “Rehab” singer tried to recuperate DIY- 
sband, Blake 


hotel 


fter checking in. According 
to The Daily Mirror, her family staged 
an emergency intervention after a friend 
claimed to have found the couple smoking 
heroin in their room. Noel Boddie 





with ner @ 
unemployed: 
husband, Blake 
Fielder-Civil 
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BURNER AGAINST ME! * IRAQIANTHEM % VAN HALEN 


TEA TIME! 


Against Me! singer 
arrested for battery 








NEWS we wont 
ROUNDUP 


Country singer 
Mindy McCready 
was arrested 

in Nashville on 
accusations that 
she violated her 
probation by 
assaulting her 
‘mother. In 2004 
McCready, 31, 
illegally obtained 
OxyContin using 
someone else's 
prescription. 


With Slash watch- 
ing from the 
audience, three 
of the original 
members of Guns 
N’ Roses—guitar- 


1 ist Izzy Stradlin, 
Before a gig in Tallahassee, Florida, bassist Duff 
‘Against Me! frontman Tom Gabel walks Mokagan and 


drummer Steven 


into the All Saints Cafe with his girlfriend. A portend 
He orders a lemon-ginger tea, then wan- together with 
ders off in search of the bathroom. Adler's band, a 


Adler's Appetite, 
it a Holl id 5 - . . ., 
club intate July. Victorious Iraqi soccer team mistakenly feted with 


Riders homes, Saddam-era national anthem 


Axl Rose will see 


fit to join in a full- ts Fk ee eX 5 ea ae 
ebdaretdiay ‘There’s nothing like an ode to a homicidal tyrant to put a damper on a 


“love Axl, and! bratory bash. When the underdog Iraqi national soccer team won a shock- 
know he'll make ing victory in the Asian Cup in July, Sheikh Mohammed, the leader of the 
wheneseahicne oil-rich emirate Dubai, threw the team a party. After chartering a private 

jet to save them the indignity of flying coach from Indonesia, Mohammed 
greeted the team at the Dubai airport, along with thousands of well-wishers, 























nae eet by playing Iraq’s Saddam Hussein-glorifying national anthem, prompting 
and “obscene” some players to walk out in protest. 
bya group of The old paean, “Ardulfurataini Watan,” which celebrated Saddam's 
Pisin oes murderous Baath Party, had been replaced by “Mawtini,” a popular Arab 
Stefani will modify folk tune, after the dictator's demise. But the technician in charge of the 
7) her live show music was apparently unaware of the new anthem's existence. The Iraqi 
On the way, the punk rabble-rouser eee players’ umbrage was likely soothed by the $5.45 million that Dubai's ruler 
sees a defaced flyer for his band’s with local islamic lavished on the team in honor of their win. David Peisner 
show—some prankster had scrawled values. 


obscenities over it. Angry, Gabel tears it = 


off the wall and throws it in the trash. MANBAND 


Van Halen make nice with 
Diamond Dave and reunite 


Looking fit and sporting a con 
man’s grin, David Lee Roth and his 
Van Halen bandmates announced 
their first tour since Roth quit 
in 1985. At their L.A. press con- 
ference, Roth quipped that the 
shows, which begin in September, 
will feature “all the favorites 
you've been hearing tearing out of 
the back of a pickup truck at the 
Burger King drive-thru.” Wolfgang 
Van Halen, Eddie's 16-year-old 
son, will replace bassist Michael 
Anthony, but Roth insisted that the 
Pel ao NE music won't lose its self-mocking | 
reece a humor. “Saving the world is Bono's 
job,” Roth said. Tim Grierson 











WORD! 






4 4 


“MTV CAN 
SUCK MY 


3 A stranger asks Gabel why he is 
upset, and after exchanging words, DICK” 
Gabel allegedly grabs him by the neck 2 

and knocks his head on the counter. Post 50 Cent } 
show, Gabel is arrested for battery. 




















“In the midnight hour, babe, more, more, more/With a rebel yell, more, more, more” 29 





Bat for Lashes \.... 


Brit singer Natasha Khan dreams ofinystical she-bears 
and counts Thom Yorke and Bjork as fans 


(By JONAH WEINER Photograph by BOHOAN CAP ) 

















Throughout her adolescence, Natasha Khan was 
visited by a recurring dream. “I’m swimming in the 
oc an atnight, Hci s CuCORRES Ca 








.” For the U.K. native, who performs as Bat for 
Lashes, dreamsarea regular sour 
this one contains several of her favorite motifs: dark- 
ness, fear, wonder and, lastbut not least, an animal. 
Khan, 27, the daughter of a Pakistani dad and a 
British mom, isata vegetarian restaurantin Brooklymy 
aring a gold feather-shaped earrimgy 
cock plumage tattooed on her right Wrist. 
“Tve hada few different spirit animals, she notes) Bub 
the most constant has been the she-bear.” 
On her debut album, Fur and Gold, which has 
already made enthusiastic fans out of Bjork, Thom 
Yorke and Jarvis Coc] ous cults n animist 



































‘ures of love” and 
before you jump to any unfla attering conclusions 
coughhippie!cough—what appeals to Khan mos 
about fairy tales is the way they sneak dark themes 
beneath seemingly innocuous sur Most songs 
end gloomily ever after, 
It’s a dynamic she explores on the single “Whats 
stly tribute to the girl-group style 
Shang in which Khan refuses to ate 
bat lightning heart” to a hopelessly-in-love boy. 
tried to make the video a bit like Donnie Darko ee 
s The best children’s stories, for me 
involve terrifying encounters, kids leaving safe places 
and comingintocontactwith the invisil ause: 
to chew some tempeh. “I try to create the same space 
inmy music’ 
































QUT NOW Furand Gold (Caroline) 


All About Me! 


FAVORITE CHILDREN’S AUTHOR: “Roald Dahl—I've 
always loved The Witches." 





ON BEING A CLOSET DISCO JUNKIE: “| have dance par- 
ties to Bobby Brown and the Flashdance soundtrack; 
‘Maniac’ always kills.” 








| TYPICAL FRIDAY NIGHT: ‘Home, making some curry.” 























Get bold definition and 
quick-drying, lasting hold, 


Infused with fruit micro-waxes, 
a first from Garnier. 





CUS i 
1STMLE Sirus 
=— 


‘JEOLD IT 
BOLD If! : 


RTEA STRONG] 


EXTREME 


OLD IT>HOLD IT 


-°° GARNICR 


congue Take care. 





BURNER 





“Yeah, | look like 
the guy from 
Dead or 

Alive. So?" 








DAVEY HAVOK 


Does the AFI singer and 
one-half of the electro duo 
Blaqk Audio indeed ... rock? 


Ever trashed a hotel room? 
Only by accidentally spilling hair product 
and makeup. 





Largest number of people you've 
woken up next to? 

Four. One of them was my friend, who's 
avery large skinhead. The other three 
were anomalous beautiful people. 


Best rumor about yourself? 
That | used to date Patrick Swayze. 


Ever have a brush with the law? 

At the U.S.-Canada border: One of the 
patrol guys saw my piercing and was like, 
“You like pain? Would you like it if | hit 
you with this flashlight?” 


Worst tour horror story? 

In the early '90s, AFI played a bar, and an 
audience member put me in a headlock, 
telling me to end the set and apologize or, 
he said, “I'll fucking kill you.” 





Thing you most regret? 
My friend offered to send me on adate 
with Winona Ryder, but | didn't do it 
because | was ina relationship. 


Biggest celeb in your cell phone? 
Billie Joe of Green Day. 


Ever had a gambling fixation? 
I'm a big fan of craps. I've won $6,000. 


Ever kill an animal? 

I've been a vegan for IO years, but when | 
was young | accidentally killed a butterfly 
and felt really bad. afurk: Yar 


Scraps with border patrol? 
Waking up to “anomalous 


beautiful people”? Dang! 
Davey Havok rocks! 





CEXCELLS, wrenscore 











NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


istrying 
to stop the sale of 
explicit letters and 
photographs the 
singer sent to her 
former boyfriend 
James Albright 
inthe early'90s 
for fear they 
might affect her 
efforts to adopt a 
Malawian boy. A 
company special- 
izing in Madonna 
memorabilia is 
reportedly asking 
$200,000 for the 
collection. 


s 
unsuccessful 
attempt to force 
acompany to 
change the name 
of its Mijovi energy 
drink because of 
the similarity to his 
‘name has inspired 
the beverage 
makers to create 

a Mijovi-based 
cocktail called the 
Angry Rocker. 





f 


“YEARS AGO, 
1 ASKED MY 
DAD FOR 
ABOOB 
JOB, AND 
HE SAID 
IT WOULD 
CHEAPEN 
MY IMAGE.” 





Beats making 
license plates 5 
and carving 

shanks. 


INMATE “THRILLER” 


Blender investigates the infamous viral video in which Filipino 
jailbirds nail a massive, Jacko-inspired dance number fs Heller 











BACKSTORY The Cebu Provincial Detention and 
Rehabilitation Center in the Philippines has a unique method 
for exercising inmates. Since March 2006, the population has 
been regularly led into the yard to perform dance routines. In 
this YouTube clip, they enact a rendition of Michael Jackson's 
1983 epic “Thriller,” the result of a month of rehearsing. 








EYEWITNESS “Thriller'is one of my favorite songs,” says security consultant 
Byron Garcia, who oversees the revolutionary dance program. Inspired by myriad 
“Thriller” interpretations on YouTube, he decided to do his own. “None of them 
did justice to the original.” The prisoners, he says, perform voluntarily. "I did not 
hear anyone refusing!” 





AFTERLIFE “Music is the language of the soul, froma sound 
body comes a sound mind,” Garcia says. “If their minds are 
fit, then they will be conducive to accepting new rules and 
regulations.” The program is so successful, Garcia is planning 
more musical routines. “I hope to make a blockbuster!” 








HOW TO FIND IT Thriller + Jail + Philippines 








WACKO! 


s diva demands: house, 
black interiors, oxygen 





Prince is reportedly in negotiations 
to have a five-bedroom mansion built 
for him on the grounds of London's 
02 Arena, site of his 21-day residency 
in August. I's the latest in a growing 
list of over-the-top requests. At his 
London hotel, according to the U.K.’s 
Daily Star, the finicky singer insisted 
his penthouse be decorated in black, 
down to the M&Ms machine and the 
frames holding pictures of himself, 
and that he have an oxygen bar run 
by three sexy women. When he per- 
formed at the BRIT Awards ceremony | 
this year, he required a special mirror 
to magnify his reflection. Noe! Boddie 











82 “Let's rock, everybody; let's rack/Everyborly in the whole cll block/ Was dancin’ to the jailhouse rock” 
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*Performance/Value in the annual Inside Track Dealer Survey 


“| was awed ... absolutely superb ... a masterpiece of modern-day speaker design 
BIG, BOLD, VIBRANT SOUND ... a bargain-hunting audiophile’s dream." 


“Paradigm has built its decades-old reputation on delivering sound that many manufacturers 
can't match even at multiples of the price,” says GoodSound! The Monitor Series is a perfect 
example — the high efficiency and power handling of these speakers mean they compete 
directly with the output of major brands of horn speakers. Monitor Series speakers not only 
play as loud, their sound is authentically high-end. It's a difference you can hear! 


And compared with all other major speaker brands, when it comes to playing loud and 
playing clean, Paradigm® Monitor Series speakers blow the competition away! 


Monitor 11 (shown) available in Rosenut, Cherry and Black Ash 
Visit www.paradigm.com to learn more. 





Quotes by Doug Schneider. GoodSound! in his review of the Atom M 
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« . , 
Daft Punk end tour on ‘an eyeball-explodinginote 4 : 


> ’ 
More than 12,000 people crammed into Keyspan Park in Coney Island, Brdoklyn, on 
August 9, for the last stop on Daft Punk’s audacious Alive 2007 Tour. The French techno 
duo’s hard-pounding dance beats were cued to a complex light-and-stage design— «= 
stunning, even to those not enjoying hallucinogens, as an informal sui'vey suggested. Pig 
Outfitted in robot suits, Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo and Thomas Bangalter S 
performed from a pyramid rigged with screens that flashed in time with the music. For the 
encore, their suits were outlined in red LED piping and set against a starry background. 
The duo plays Las Vegas's Vegoose festival on October 27. Noel not 














{ET PUNK: JOE PESTANA 


84: “Though I'm past one hundred thousand miles/I'm feeling very still/And I think my spaceship knows which way to go.” 


MY AIM IS TRUE ©! esc: 


THE 500 GREATEST ALBUMS OF ALL TIME 
TOP 100 ALBUMS OF THE 1970s 
EVATEY Vth} 
ALBUMS OF THE YEAR 
TOP 1000 ALBUMS OF ALL TIME 


THE FIRST-EVER CO 
OF ALL THE BAN 


FEATURES THE BRAND NEWT 





fe Mites Soca Garton Garetsesdle oh “TELL ME WHERE IT HURTS 
ee uee SCHL Oh Roe DVD PRESENTS THE BAND’S MUSIC 
“{ DON'T WANT TO GO HOME” and “I HEAR A MELODY.” VIDEOS, ON DVD FORTHE FIRST TIME; 


And the complete LIVE AT THE NASHVILLE ROOMS, AUGUST 7, 1977 PLUS AN' HOUR OF CAREER-SPANNING BONUS FOOTAGE 


concert recording, one of the earliest featuring the Attractions! 
SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION INCLUDES BONUS CD. 


Collection compiled and fully sanctioned by Elvis Costello. 
WITH 13 REMIXES BY SOME OF THE BIGGEST DJs IN THE WORL 

















ELVIS COSTELLO RINGTONES FOR YOUR PHONE!” PLEAS 
To get your favorite Elvis track as a ringtone: Sree arr 
(THE ANGELS WANNA WEAR MY) RED SHOES Text Elvis2B to 30303 ; y 
WATCHING THE DETECTIVES Text Elvis2H to 30303 TO GET GARBAGE RINGTONES FOR YOUR PHONE, TEXT: 
(WHAT'S SO FUNNY *BOUT) PEACE LOVE & UNDERSTANDING Text Elvis2I to 30303 GARBSA to 30303 to get BLEED LIKE ME 
ALISON Text Etvis2j to 30303 GARBSB to 30303 to get/ CHERRY LIPS (GO BABY. G0), 
PUMP IT UP Text Elvis2K to 10203 GARBSC to 30303 to get SHUT YOUR MOUTH 
Tor other ELVIS COSTELLO mobile products go to ELVISCOSTELLO.COM ‘kt nontreated st a ota 


usc YY" NUL LR nr mesg ae i a a. 
atop et po DES ROE OH US CAO NT, 








fe] UME 
A UNIVERSAL MUSIC COMPANY SAAR CRISD YAR AIRKIDG 
nile onan rem et wien te -—- WWW.ILOVETHATSONG.COM 








BURNER 





Manson gives 
a shout-out to 
his Mary Kay 
saleswoman, 


ANTISOCIAL 
SUPERBEEF 


Marilyn Manson allegedly loves 
drugs, Nazis, Chinese skeletons 
and accusing My Chemical 
Romance of stealing his makeup 








Stephen Bier, 





a> > who went by 

a the moniker 
Madonna 
Wayne Gacy 
during his 


{7-year tenure 
as Marilyn Manson's keyboardist, 

filed a $20 million lawsuit against the 
spooky pop star in early August. 

In the contentious papers, Bier 
accuses Manson of blowing the band’s 
earnings on, among other things, drugs, 
Nazi memorabilia, now-ex-wife Dita Von 
Teese’s $150,000 engagement ring and 
the skeleton of a young Chinese girl. 
Bier also alleges that Manson forced 
him from the band after he demanded 
his share of the band’s profits. Manson 
responded by saying, “I would never 
spend my money on a Chinese-girl skel- 
eton. It's a Chinese boy.” 

This intraband feud comes on top 
of the catfight Manson has already 
ignited with goth rockers My Chemical 
Romance. The creepy singer recently 
revealed that “Mutilation Is the Most 
Sincere Form of Flattery,” a wither- 
ing track from his latest album, was 
about My Chemical Romance, whom he 
believes “are doing a really sad, pitiful, 
shallow version of what I've done.” 

MCR's frontman Gerard Way and 
guitarist Frank lero don’t seem both- 
ered. “The remarks ring hollow,” said 
Way. lero added, “About the makeup, 
it’s weird to me because | had heard of 
Alice Cooper before | heard of Marilyn 
Manson. It would have been nice if he 
could have said something to our faces, 
but he’s been all smiles every time I've 
seen him." David Peisner 


86 “stirrin’into a hollow idols eyes/Wild child full ofgrace/Savior ofthe human 





NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


After being caught 
with a grab bag 
of drugs (crack. 
heroin, ketamine 
and cannabis) 
while driving, 
Pete Doherty 
was banned from 
living in London 
for a month and 
ordered to stay 
clean. The presid- 
ing judge warned 
that the rocker 
will go to jal ifhe 
disobeys 





Adolf Hitler's 
alleged record 
collection was 
recently brought 
forth by the 
daughter of its 
previous owner, 

a Russian intel- 
ligence officer 
who searched the 
dictator's bunker 
in 1945, The trove 
included albums 
by Russian 
composers such 
as Tehaikovsky 
and Rachmaninoy, 
as well as more 
surprising fare, 
such as record- 
ings by the 
Jewish-Austrian 
pianist Artur 
Schnabel, who 
was forced to flee 
Germany in 1933, 





“PEOPLE 
USE MUSIC 
ASA 
UTENSIL 
TO BETTER 
THEM- 
SELVES.” 


Jessica Simpson 








WHEN WILL YOUR FAVORITE 
POP STAR CROAK? 








BRITNEY SPEARS (is) LINDSAY LOHAN 





CURRE 


25 





AGE 
21 





DEATH CALCULATOR S' 








Embattled: Bitter custody 
two babies; sent to rel 
canceling interview 








acting “erratic,” 
stealing designer clothes -5 





Embattled: In rehab for third time; 

being sued for assault, reckless driving; 

accused of poor work ethic; rumored to 
have stolen designer clothes -3 











Exhibitionist/ Promiscuous: Seen 
topless in hotel pool with video extra; 
reports say she needlessly disrabes -3 











tionist/Promiscuous: Blogs 
ed she walked around naked in 
insists she hates sleeping alone -8 









repo 
rehab; 








Pr 







Anger issues: Hurled death 
threats at paparazzi; attacked a 


= carwithan umbrella -5 


Anger issues: Allegedly commandeered 
car to pursue nt in a high-speed 
chase, endangering lives, while drunk -7 











motorist: Drives one-handed 
with lapdog on lap; drove Mercedes 
into a parked ear -3 





Scary motorist: Arrested for two DUIs, 
the first involved driving into a tree 


while reportedly intoxicated -7 A 








Chai 





moker: Ever-present Marlboros; 
secondary smoke in bars -7 


wh 


Chain-smoker: Ever-present Marlboros; 
secondary smoke in bars; has asthma -9 








Hired help: Has stress-relieving 
servants but can't keep them -I 





Hired help: Has stress-relieving 
servants but can’t keep them «1 








Stimulants: Red Bull, Starbucks -4 


Stimulants: Red Bull, caught with coke -12 





Surrogate love: When not in 
rehab, shops compulsively «1 





pgate love: Wher 
shops compu 


not in rehab, 
1 














Denial: Blames mother and 
ex-manager for her problems -2 





Denial: Claims drugs weren't hers, she 
wasn't driving (“the black kid was") -2 








Has love/hate 
h cameras -2 


Fishbowl seruti 
relationship v 





Fishbowl scrutiny: Has love/hate 
relationship with ca 








Inner-circle stress: Allegedly eut off 
eash-dependent family: two failed 
inds herself with 
onable motives “It 








people with ques 


i 





ner-circle stress: Cut off ex-con dad; 

mom is more party pal than parental 

authority; surrounds herself with people 
questionable motives 7 











Career free fall: Album release in 
serious doubt nt 








Career free fall: Last few movies 
4 bombed; difficult to insure; album 
release in serious doubt -3 
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ESTIMATED LIFE 





XPECTANCY 


\ 24 





2016 


PROJECTED YEAR OF DEATH 


Hl 2010 








Gerontologist Dr. David Demko: “These ladies are in crisis. A serious break from public 
life is needed for reevaluating their lives. Their sanity (and longevity) depends on it.” 








‘Your cool face, your cool fave, your eool face: 





Gchurch « owight virginie co. xnc Milby 





evo lve . be aman. use a condom every time. nobody Likes a pig. TROJAN’ 


& get the facts. voice your opinion. go to myspace.com/trojanevolve 


BURNER 


——. 
Eco-conscious singer KT TUNSTALL explains howto make your home among the branches 


$ (By MARK YARN Paorograyh by JENNIFER KARADY.) 






Pick a tree 


“You need a tree that's fat at the bottom and 
has nice wide branches, like an oak, You 
don't want to be living in a pine tree—they're 
bendy, An ideal height would be 25 feet— 
you'll get a beautiful view and some nice 
movement from the wind. The higher you go, 
the more at risk you are for lightning strikes.” 


@) 


Build a house 


“Cutting down a tree to build a tree house 

is just wrong, so use available wood that’s 
already dead or from a sustainable source. 
The best way to get up and down is a retract 
able rope ladder. If you're being pursued by 
a large climbing woodland creature, you can 
run up your ladder and gather it as you go.” 


@) 


Get cooking 


“You need a reliable gas camping stove to 
make tea, hot toddies and toast, Sometimes 
you'll need to be inventive and eat weird shit, 
like bugs. Aside from your stove's minimal 
carbon output, the only harmful substance 
you'll put out is methane—from your arse. 
For going to the bathroom, build a la 
the ground nearby or use a bedpan.” 


@) 


Embrace hippiedom 


"Successful tree dwellers wear outrageously 
crusty hippie clothes. Gentlemen shouldn't 
sleep naked—you don't want the early bird 
to catch the worm! Also, show unconditional 
respect for the tree. You can't bad-mouth 

it. Ifit starts oozing sticky stuff, you have to 
say, ‘I'm going to have to deal with that. I'ma 
guest of the tree.” 
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38 “she sneaks up from behind/Come on, you des 
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STARR PUSHING YOURSELF EVEN FURTHER. 
START HIGHER. 


> 
a 
*START YOUR JOURNEY. » , 


ue ; = 
\ Rt 







. Jf 


START REACHINGIDEEPER. — 
¥ 





START A NEW EXPERIENCE. 


START BUILDING YOUR CAR 


START OUT ON TOP. 


START AHEAD OF THE € 


RIENDSHIPS. 





START STRONG. 


There's strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Army ROTC supports and pushes) 


eeeaR your strengths even further by providing leadership development both inside and 
We outside the classroom. Upon graduation and completion of Army ROTC, you can 
RX BS earn a commission as a Second Lieutenant — making you an Officer responsible 


IEXCEL LENCE] for leading Soldiers and a key decision maker in the U.S. Army. You can also (us.anmy) 


receive a full-tuition, merit-based scholarship. Start with a strong foundation. 
ARMY ROTC Find out more at goarmy.com/rotc/startstrong. ARMY/STRONG: 


© 2007, Paid for by Army ROTC. All rights reserved. 
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| Pop-Star Mu st Have | OBITS 


in Manchester, 

These cougars can take their peer ot 

1 plications: 
celeb kids to the ER and the club from kidney 
cancer. Music 
impresario who: 
lorded over the 
Manchester rock 
scone, manag- 
ing Joy Division, 
New Order and 
Happy Mondays. 
Wilson also co- 
founded Factory 
Records and the 
city’s legendary 
Hacienda night- 
club. Comedian: — — 
Steve Coogan 
portrayed Wilson 
in the 2002 film 


[Inthe § =e AS 
=~ THIS IS WHAT WE DO” 


78, August 4, 
in Henderson, 


Nevada, of cancer. For Wu-Tang Clan’s fifth studio album, stuck toa 


Sixties songwriter 




































ial ora duc: Beat grueling regimen of a pound of weed per week 

known for Nancy Sire er - 

Sinatra's “These “This album is like: Fuck you, motherfi what we 
Pete hate do,’ says Wu-Tang Clan producer RZA, about The 8 Diagrams, 
also produced their first album since the death of member OI’ Dirty Bastard. 
ica It’s been 14 years since their debut, Enter the Wu-Tang (36 
“Somethin’ Chambers)—with its spare production, off-kilter rhymes and 


Stupid” and sang paiva tartialcarte Alin ce s—was heralded aclassic. 
cepratdcie with obscure martial-arts-film samples—was heralded a classic, and 


Nancy, Hazlewood the Clan are content to stick with what they know. “Some people 











worked with ike brown weed and some pe ike green weed,” RZ 

Duane eadyiorul like br ‘own weed and some people like green weed, RZA says 
an early band of cryptically, seated at Legacy Recording Studios in New York. “If 
Rane you like brown weed and I got green weed, you can’t come to my 
inga solo career spot to get the brown weed. But if you come to my spot, I know 


that has been 


thaitploned bya what you're looking for—you're looking for green weed. 




















new generation of In between puffs (they smoked “a pound of weed in seven 
Revetn eaaae or eight day ”), the eight-man crew completed a slew of tracks. 
Scream and Sonic Standouts include the anthemic “Weak Spot,” which has “the 
eheve ane same aura” as Wu touchstone “Bring da Ruckus,” and “Half a 
Billion,” a “super hard” Wu banger. 
Another is based on the Beatles 
HA classic “While My Guitar Gently ALE ASOUTOURALBUM 
A is Weeps,” with Chili Pepper John routes zs 


TISH CYRUS, 


Studio Legacy Recording Studios, 


Frusciante and George Harrison's 
New York 


son Dhani both adding guitar. “And 
Raekwon sings about a lady shoot- 
ing dope in her titty—that’s how 
some fiends do it!” ryan Domba! 





Last album iron Flag (2001) 
New album The 8 Diagrams, due 
November I3- 











“THEIR New Orleans rapper | Southern rockers 


is work- 
MUSIC IS A ingon Diary ofa | are recording their 
MOUNTAIN Soulja, with help | eighth album (and 


} Pop singer 
is record- 
ing the follow-up 
to 2008's Chariot, 


CO/FAME PICTURES; LAR. JAMES DEVANEY/YMREINAGE: CYRUS: STEVE GRANT2/WIREMAAGE: HILTON: MPLAUSPLASH NEWS, WU-TANG CLAN: EVA RES 


DDEGHAW RENEE RAGLINWAREILAGE POP STEVE GRAMITZ/IREIIAGE” 














: OF CRAP.” from Mannie Fresh | first without guitar- with producer 2 
Wass *S,; and appearances | ist Jason Isbell) in Howard Benson 5 
KATHY HILTON by Akon and T-Pain, | Athens, Georgia, (MCR, Daughtry), 4 
due spring 2008. | due early 2008. due early 2008, 5 











4.0 Forward motion/Make you sway like the ovean/The herb is more than just a powerful potion What’ the com 
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Mild Lyrics 
q Mild Suggestive Themes 
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Pick any 


pre-recorded 
chord = 
Eel An Ds 
wec eR 
Siiec\a * 


Strum the bar to play guitar! Play 
along to songs from Bob Marley, 
Bob Dylan and more! 
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MOST 
WANTED 
SONGS IN 
AMERICA 





Pop & B hotties out- 
number brokenhearted 
rockers three to two in this 
month's Top 5 





NICOLE SCHERZINGER 


“WHATEVER U LIKE” 
HR NAME IS NICOLE 





On this Polow da Don hheat-1 rocker, 
the ethnically ambiguous Pussy- 
cat Doll beauty vows to cater to 
her man’s every whim and fanta- 
sy. Personally, we'd ask for sand- 
wiches—but if seeing a hot girl 
writhe around in the mud is more 
your speed, check the video, cur- 
rently in rotation on MTV. 








HOW WE DID IT 
aolmusic.com 


‘The Most Wanted Songs chart is 
based on the number of audience 
searches, downloads and video 
plays on AOLmusic.com. 





flee 














4 | “OVER you" 


{| *DONTSTOP THE RIHANNA 000 GIRL GONE BAD 
music” erat 
2 | “THEWAYIARE” TIMBALAND SHOCK VALUE 
FEAT. KERI HILSON. LAceCAoUNTERSCOME 
% a | won Be soon 
| “WAKEUP CALL” MAROON S TNO ee 
DAUGHTRY 








ae U LIKE” 


NICOLE SCHERZINGER, 
FEAT. TL. 


HER NAME IS NICOLE 
enscaPe 











g | ‘SOSMALL 


g | "BARTENDER" T-PAIN FEAT. AKON TPIPHANY 
ine 

7 | ‘isotirerommy | wiuL.aMt SONGS ABOUT RLS 

MAMA" Sm Lawuscsscore 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD — | ames ——| 





g_ | “AYOTECHNOLOGY” 


50 CENT FEAT, JUSTIN 


CURTIS siaoviaren 



































| TIMBERLAKE & TIMBALAND | sanennescone 
10 | "STRONGER" KANYE WEST ‘raouaTiON 
Deru ran 
| “DONT WELL (JENNIFER LOPEZ ‘BRAVE, 
ire 
12 “HOW FAR WE'VE MATCHBOX TWENTY EXILE ON MAINSTREAM 
OME" mane 
13 “INCONSOLABLE” BACKSTREET BOYS ave 
14 | “SHAWTY" PLIES FEAT. T-PAIN | te REAL Testament 
uP suoeaANme 
“WAIT FOR YOU" ELLIOTT YAMIN ‘ELLIOTT YAMIN: 
15 wwexor? 
16 “HIP HOP POLICE” CHAMILLIONAIRE FEAT. ‘ULTIMATE VICTORY 
SLICK RICK Unvensi orann 
“ME LOVE” ‘SEAN KINGSTON ‘SEAN KINGSTON 
aveaneesene 
18 “LOVESTONED” (JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE FUTURESEX/ 
LOVESOUNDS se 





1g | “SVEITTO YoU" 


EVE FEAT. SEAN PAUL, 


HERE AM arrenaarn 



































SEAN KINGSTON 


hatsunsceceren 
20 | “TEARS DRY ON AMY WINEHOUSE BACK TOBLACK 
THEIR OWN" tomvenca ere 
| 2 | ‘WHO'S YOUR DADDY” | DADDY YANKEE ELOARTEL-THE BIG 
BOSS carturrscore 
22. | “TAKEME THERE” RASCAL FLATTS sTiLLFeeLs Go0D 
imesmeer 
23 | “ABA BAY HURRICANE CHRIS Si/so RATCHET 
aacnaunes 
“ WYCLEF JEAN FEAT. AKON, 
24 | Goneanen ULWAYNEAND NIA | Gaur’ 
25 | “TIMEAFTER TIME” — | QUIETORIVE WHEN ALL THATS LEFT 
‘syov ene 
2g | “tETMEIN’ | HoT HOT HEAT HAPPINESS LTD 
27. | “WALLTO WALL” CHRIS BROWN exc.wsve 


SEAN KINGSTON 








“BEAUTIFUL GIRLS” 

28: | SENOS suas 

2g | “BIGGIRLS DONT CAY” | FERGIE | THeourcness | 
herscore 





30 | “PARALYZER" 


FINGER ELEVEN 


‘THEMVS. YOUS, ME 
wou? 




















31 | “LGHTUPTHESKY” | veLLOWcaRD PAPER WALLS 
| sm 
ga. | “HEYTHEREDELILAH” | PLAIN WHITET'S EVERY SECOND COUNTS 
furnace 
3g. | “EASY” PAULA DEANDA PAULADEANDA 
FEAT. BOW WOW ! 
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AQ “Kitty at my foot and want to toue 








JENNIFER LOPEZ 


“DONT WELL" 
‘Brave 


Jenny is back with a funk- 
splosion about a man who 
knows how to push her buttons, 
Catch her and husband Marc 
Anthony (or, as we like to call 
them, Jennifarc) on tour from 
Atlantic City to Anaheim, or at 
your local discount cinema in 
El Cantante. 


SEAN KINGSTON 


“ME LOVE” 
SEAN KINGSTON 


He sampled “Stand by Me” 
for the suicidal summer jam 
“Beautiful Girls.” Now the I7- 
year-old Jamaican one-ups 
himself, jacking from Led Zep- 
pelin (“D'yer Mak'er”) and UB40 
(‘Red, Red Wine"). See who else 
he borrows from at his Puyallup, 
Washington, show this month. 


DADDY YANKEE 


“WHO'S YOUR DADDY" 
EL CARTEL: THE BiG Boss 


This reggaeton don made his 
name asking women to guz~ 

zle his gasolina. Now he's ask- 
ing mamis who their papis are— 
then answering that he is, in 
fact, their papi, He contemplates 
matters of paternity this month 
in Tucson, Vegas ... and Tijuana! 
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CARAMEL COLOR 


CONTAINS CA 
AND CAFFEINE 
ENJOY WIDE EYE RESPONSIBLY. 





CAFFEINATED SCHNAPPS IS HERE 
GET YOURS AT WIDEEYE.COM 


CULT 


www.thecult.us 
www.roadrunnerrecords.com 


DIRTY LITTLE ROCKSTAR 


(Beer! 
(BUY | 
Thousands of Possibilities 





GET YOURS 


BLUNT cH BUCK 








FREDDIE MERCURY BLACKSTREET 


JAMES BLUNT 





KNOWING STUFF IS GOOD 
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Each month, one lucky rock star phone: 5 ene 
day foraweek, justto, you know, sharest 
Grunge-rockin’ Idolalum CHRIS DAUGHTR’ 
et AX * 


Inthe midst of 
Daughtry phone 
Hotel 

offina wet 


“Most days off are pretty boring, but we had a good one 
yesterday. We partied and gambled at the Hard Rock, and 
they kept giving us free di 

I'm not that savvy. [broke Ci tour mana; 
er was whispering in my ear, telling me when to bail. § 
that keptme up till about 4:30 a.m. That’s my typical bed- 
time, but we're pretty tame guys. I usually opt fora beer >> 


ae TOED Sone 


Taterviews by JONAH WEINER Photographs by JASON NOCITO 














‘us: SGI MAYO, 


“1SHOTATON OF 
BULLETS, REALLY 
FAST.” CHRIS DAUGHTRY 


and a Gatorade. I gotta save my voice, you 
know? Normally, we just watch TV on the 
bus. We've got the flat screens, the whole 
setup. It’s pretty sweet, but of cou 

a bunch of dude 


themiddle of the night to take a pis 
me shoes and totally eat it. Last night was 
100 percent injury-free, though! 


Day2 
AuGust 5, 4:45 P.M. 


Daughtry calls from Montgomei 
Alabama. He doesn't sound too good. 


“The concert went great last night, but 
T'm not feeling well, man. After the show, 
Iskipped the beer, and had some Gatorade 
il. My glands are swollen and 

whatnot. Gotta get some antibiotics. I do 
ight vocal warm-ups before 


tavery 

loud volume] and end with this ahhhh! ah 
Ahhhh! ahhh! mating call. 
monkey face Imake when I'm doing 

Right now I'm looking at water; I don’t 
knowifit’salake orwhat. It'slike110 deg 
out, but we're gonnatry and do somefis 
in abit. We just sent out for poles. 


mundred clips. 


Al forone: The 
band backstage 

in Sturgis, 

South Dakota. 


vs 


The road) ‘ A. 
manager is - Bands that = % 
getting a bot wrestle togettigr 
tonight \ 4 stay together. 








CHRIS DAUGHTRY 


Day3 








Enroute to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Daughtry checks in. 





“Well, the poles nevershowed up. Andafter 
the show, we saw the most massive catfish 
skimming the water. [Sighs.] Oh well. 
“We've been doing some dates with 
Nickelback on this tour. We're on our own 
now, but we're getting back with them ina 
few days. They're great. I just write what- 
ever comes to me, but you can tell thatthey 
sitaround for months just coming up with 
the wittiest, most thought-out thin; 
“They fire off T-shirt cannons every 
night, and we're the ones that shoot them 
into the crowd. There are always people in 
the front row like, ‘Me! Me!’ and it’s like 
“You're six feet away. I can't fire this at you. 
It'll smash your face, buddy 


Day4 

































Daughtry hollers from his bu 
infront of a Little Rock To; 


stationed 








“It’s another day off, and here's the plan: 
I'mgonnasit on myass foralongtime. Get 


AVAILABLE OCTOBER 16° 


Make Sure They 
See My Face 


A Fine Frenzy 
One Cell In The Sea 


back to people I've been ignoring for the 
past week. I'm sure my family and friends 
think I'm the biggest jerk. My wife and I 
have been married seven years. I call home 
every day—I gotta make sure the kids still 
recognize my voice. My son’s been going 
to ascience camp this summer. Or some- 
the kind of thing I get wrong. 
‘R’ Us in the same parking 
lot as our hotel, so I'm gonna go get some 
presents for the kids lat 
, I'vebeen pretty lazy about shaving 
you can actually see my whole 
hairline—so the razor's coming out to- 
night. No hand touches my head but mine. 
I do my own facial hair, and if I choose to 
wear eyeliner, I do that, too. I got my own 
little makeup in my own little man-purse. 
Tlladmit it: Lown a man-purse- 


Day5 














on. 























ared to open for weeks. Coulda come 
from T.G.L. Friday’s, but I'm not opening 
it up. In the freezer there are Hot Pockets 
calzones. That's my poison, every night. 
“I didn’t make it to Toys ‘R’ Us, but I 
did head over to the mall. [was shopping 
for clothes at Buckle, and next thing I 
knew there were hundreds of people ask- 
ing me for pictures. It’s weird when stran- 
gers come up, looking at you like they've 
known you forever. I'm grateful, but when 
they know your daughter's birthday and 
y they wanna get her a present, it gets 
creepy. The craziest thing is when people 
ask me to sign a body part, and then they 
show up at another show and they've had 
it tattooed on to them. I’m like, ‘This is 
permanent! Whatare you gonna do when 
Isuck in two year 


Day6 




































Onastretch of highway between Arkansas 
and South Dakota, Daughtry rings. 


Daughtry calls from Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, amid peals of laughter. 








“Our fridge is looking pretty gnarly, We 
need some cleanup in here. The door 
full of Red Bull, mayonnaise and mus 
tard. Inside there’s Gatorades, sandwich 
meat and a take-out box that we've been 





Junior Senior 
Hey Hey My My Yo Yo 


Justice. 


Ben Jelen 
Ex-Sensitive 


Sean Kingston 
Sean Kingston 


“I'm sorry, we're watching Chappelle's 
the sketch about a family with an 
sting last name that I’m not al- 
lowed to say. Some people get offended by 
Chappelle, but I think he just says what 














Mark’ Ronson 
Version 


Emerson Hart 
Cigarettes & Gasoline 


* Dats sub fo change. 





everyone’ thinking. He’sa genius 


“I got to meet him last ye: 
real mellow. Like, 8 
mellow. He didasurprise set atthe Laugh 





me off. I've known Dane 

L.A. doing Idol. I was out at Hyde one 

night and he came up to me like, ‘Tm a 

huge fan"—this was when Iw ete 

show. . FACE!” 
“So, yeah, yester up on y 

entertainment. V t a bunch 

of Chappelle DVDs and a PlayStation 3 

for the bus. Finally! Just trying to get a 

from the monotony. 





in the climate-controlled back 
room of his bus, Daughtry dials in one 
last time. 
“Dude! W 
outside. We're playing 
ly thing tonight. Ther ass i shotaton of bullets, really fast. art winging stuff. I'velearned 
range, with every gun you can think of: A “The crowd was crazy last night. control myself. Don't get me wrong, 
47s, M16s. It seemed like a fun thing to t Somebody launched a Red Bull can at me, h, if a situation arises, I can handle 
so we did. The coolest thing I shot th but it missed. I saw it fly past my head and iy justhopedudesdon'tread thisand 
id War II anti-aircraft gun. It had two lide under the drum kit. I wanted to say, Ki n at me now. I promise I'll 
Is and sat on thi ry contraption. I ‘Missed me!—but then all the other dicl call you from the hospital: a] 


The best venue to discover 
great new bands. 


Each month, we scour the music scene to find the most 
promising, talented and innovative new artists. 
When you want to check out some new music, 


head to Best Buy™ where there's never a cover charge 


(60k for our Find ‘Em First section in store and at BestBuy.com® 
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DEAR SUPERSTAR 





You Send Questions, We Get Answers 





JAMES 


BLUNT 


THE SOFT-ROCK CROONER AND SUPERMODEL ARM 
CANDY ON CRYING, DRESSING IN LADIES’ CLOTHING AND BEING 
(LIKE) A TOMATO-AND-BACON SANDWICH 





by VICTORIA DE SILVERIO 
Photograph by CHRIS BUCK 


JAMES BLUNT—FORMER British soldier, current civilian superstar—says he comes from 
“along line of warriors, from a family that’s served in one kind of army or another since 995 
A.D.” As the legend goes, in 1999, Capt. Blunt strapped a guitar onto his tank and led a col- 
umn of 30,000 peacekeeping troops into Kosovo. Blunthas saved lives. He knows how to fly 
a plane. Befitting a man of his virility, he lives on the jet-set island paradise of Ibiza, Spain, 
dates supermodels (most famously, Petra Nemcova) and has fuck-you money. 

So why, on a perfectly sunny day in New York, with all his brawn and flash, is Blunt so 
afraid to pose with a blow-up doll? The mere sight of the inflatable female, floating upon 
the optimistic shoulders of the Blender photographer, draws shudders from the 33-year-old 
singer. “No,” he says, politely but firmly, “I will not pose with a blow-up doll” 

Blunt doesn’t do silly (at least not professionally), but he does have a sense of humor, 
which is helpful, since he seems to be a magnet for dubious achievement honors. Recently in 
the U.K., his wispy “You're Beautiful,” from the smash 2004 debut Back to Bedlam, was voted 
“The Most Irritating Song of All Time” (edging out “Axel F” by Crazy Frog) in an online poll; 
his elegiac “Goodbye My Lover” is the most requested funeral song in the U.K.; and Blunt 
was ranked by his fellow countrymen as the fourth “Most Annoying Thing” in Britain, topped 
only by cold-callers, caravans and line-jumpers. “My new songs are much more fun, more 
live ely; he says dryly, referring to his latest record, the ’70s pop-inspired All the Lost Souls. 

Jetlagged and nursing a slight hangover, he grabs a glass of cola and his Bono sunglasses 
and sits Blender down in a cozy corner. “OK, what do you have for me...” 
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BLENDER.COM 




















Are you a crier? 

SpielfogelR, Tampa, FL 

No, I'm not. I'ma British man, and we don’t 
cry. I'mactually emotionless. But seriously, 
I don’t remember the last time. Why would 
Tory? [have no need to. At this stage in my 
life, there's been no great personal turmoil 
for me. Sometimes people cry at my con- 
certs—when I performed on Oprah, she 
provided tissues under every but I 
try to tell them to get a grip. 




















Besides your fame and wealth, what is it 
about you that attracts the supermodels? 
Ms,Mango86, Fallon, NV 

Nothing else. It really is the fame and 
fortune. I tried many other things. For 
exampl in the army; [hada huge 
motorbike. I was desperately trying to 
impress people. Alll of that failed, and now 
Irely on my fame and fortune. 


















Your music is real sensitive, but you seem like 
a party animal, Are you? 
B_Spokler, Oshkosh, WI 






I'mahuman, and asa human, I’m pret- 

ty flexible. The most amazing thing about 
the media is that they pigeonhole you into 
being just one thing. In my music, I draw 
on the ups and the downs, the good and the 
bad, in my 











Do you ever drink and write sappy love songs? 
C.kmark2420, Washington, D.C. 





at illegal? No, I've never done that in 
iy life. I'm too busy on the table, taking my 
clothes offand dancing. 





You wrote part of your first record in the 
army—where did you write this one? 
bowsrboi, New Albany, 
In Ibiza, which isa big party island outside 
of Spain. These new songs are much more 
fun than the old ones. During the summer, 
we would go clubbing till nine in the morn- 
ing, and I'd write songs during the day. 











If you were a food product, what would it be? 
And what does that say about you? 

Retroecho, Roanoke, AL 
I'd probably just be a sandwich. A sim- 
ple bacon-and-tomato sandwich—some- 








thing that provides sustenance. I'm not very 


refined or very fancy. I don’t travel with an 
entourage. People always come up to mein 
airports and say, “Why are you alone?” 





What do you talk to your friend Diddy 
about—does he give you fashion tips? 
Carrie.Reade, Beacon, NY 

We talk about politics, books, old record 
collections and girls, but mostly we go 


52 Blender.com 





youcan tell, Idon'thave very 
oT think I'ma lost cause in that 


clubbing 
much style 
department. 


What's the most ridiculously romantic thing 
you've ever done? 
chirpBoy#, Norcros. 





4 
Last Valentine's Day, [had a helicopter fly 
over my then-girlfriend’s house in Britain, 
throwing out 100,000 rose petals. Then I 
took her up into the helicopter and we flew 
to Paris for the day. It was.a complete sur- 
prise to her. 


Are you still in boot-camp shape? 
ifetu, Tacoma, WA 















Definitely not. I've never really gone tothe 
gym—I'm not very keen on exercise bikes— 
and being on the road for two anda half 

its toll. IfI went to boot camp 
Iguess I'd be able to catch up. Aftera 





& Ya 


“WHEN | PERFORMED 
ON OPRAH, SHE 
PROVIDED TISSUES 
UNDER EVERY 
CHAIR.” 





while you get to enjoy the beatings because 
you're doing it with a group of people, you 
find the humor init. And ifyou’re running 
up and downa few mountains and you 
haven'tslept in weeks and you're soaking 
wet, you'll eventually get the giggles. You're 
actually starving your brain of oxygen. 
Sometimes I started to hallucinate that this 
guy—who looked abit peculiar and evil— 
would follow me around. We'd just havea 
conversation, like, “Hey, how you doing?” 











“You're Beautiful” was just voted the most 
irritating song ever. In your mind, what's the 
second-most irritating song? 

K.Ellingreese, Grand Forks, ND 

That's the thing about competitions, you 
never remember No. 2. I would hate to 
come second or third. I'm very grateful 
for having such an accolade bestowed 
upon me. 
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JAMES BLUNT 


Do you ever make up different lyrics to “You're 
Beautiful,” just for fun? 
Dreamskr45, Aurora, CO 


Ido, but I really can’t say what they are, or 
I'd be crucified. They're not nice. But there 
are anumber of parodies out there: Weird 
Al did *You’re Pitiful,” which wasa great 
honor; there's also one called “It’s Bloody 
Cold”; and one called “My Cubicle,” about 
an office worker. But my favorite is by an 
Australian comedian named Tom Gleeson. 
He plays the song and then talks ov 
the top ofit, from the per ve of the 
gir’s boyfriend—he doesn't like her hav- 
inga rapport with James Blunt, the weird 
stalker pervert. 


























You are British. Do you dress in women's 





clothing? 
JHanson, Newark, NJ 
Yes. All British people are cross-dressers. 


Butit’sall for humor, not eroticism. 


Have you ever had a real job—other than army 
officer and rock star? 

HellsYeah303, Panama City, FL 

When I was 17 or 18, [was an odd-job man. 
Thad to strip a field of ragwort, a plant that 
horses can’t eat. You have to do it by hand, 

so imagine a whole field of this stuff! I was 
agardener. 














































Have you ever been arrested? 
FFrank56, Hilton Head Island, SC 


Not by civ 


jan police, but in the army I was 
use I was late. I gotlocked up, 
too. That's why my ambition nowis to be 
the most punctual man in rock & roll. 





What is one thing you suck at? 
BatsBatsBats, Dallas 

The other day, after one of my concerts, 
someone told me that I couldn't dance. 


“MY FIRST ALBUM WAS 
PRETTY NAIVE.” 


Have you always sounded like a girl when 

you sing? 

CatsRPeople, Walnut Creek, CA 

Inthe morning, I sound likea man! I record 
vocalsat night, so maybe I should start 
doing them in the morning. 


What year was the best for music? 
PaaJones, Austin, TX 

are my favorite, with singer- 
ke Cat Stevens, Elton John 
and Lou Reed. They were all having so 
much fun. And it was all about live music, 
ving. For this new 
album, we tried to lock into that, playing 
live in the studio. You can hear it, too; it 
sounds like an old-fashioned record. I've 
gota song called “1973,” which is influ- 
enced by Fleetwood Mac, Steely Dan, David 
Bowieand Led Zeppelin. My first album 
was pretty naive, as I hadn't listened to 
much music, just the Beach Boys and the 
Beatles, really. 


















You performed at Elton John’s wedding—what 
did you get him for a present? 
IIZHUNGRY, Wilmington, DE 








I gave him my guitarist. It's been two y 
and [haven't seen him since! Elton doesn’t 
get typical presents, so I have to give him 
something special. 





How do you think you're going to die? 

strokes_amy91, Sherman Oaks, CA 

I'm going to die ofa heart attack, but not 
interview. I'm definitely going to 
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THE GREATEST SONGS EVER 








The Stories Behind the Finest Tunes in History 








IN 1996, TEDDY Riley found himself in an unfamiliar situation: a slump. 
The 29-year-old singer-producer had a bulletproof resume. He'd pioneered 
New Jack Swing, the steamy marriage of lover-man soul and hip-hop swagger 
that became the sound of late~80s urban radio. He'd topped the R&B charts 
with his leather-blazer-sporting trio, Guy; and, in 1991, he produced Michael 
Jackson's Dangerous, which would sell roughly 30 million copies worldwide. 
But as the decade wore on, Riley fell out 
of step. New Jack Swing had grown passé, 
and gangsta rap’ hardened urgency had 
commandeered the hip-hop mainstream. 
His latest R&B group, Blackstreet, 
was arevolving door ofdisgruntled 7 


vocalists, and Riley—the group's 
lead singer—was hungry toredefine 1996 


IIYEARS 
AGOTHIS MONTH 








the one that really takes you there.” 

One day soon alter, Riley heard 
Bill Withers’s forgotten '70s R&B gem 
“Grandma's Hands,’ an acoustic eulogy 
for Withers’ grandmother. Riley 
instantly latched onto the opening, 
hymnilike groan. “It’s only one 
henotes. “But I said, 
people are gonnago crazy ove 

Riley sped up the bar, flipping 
its mournfulness into a jubilant 
strut. He completed his track with- 
in hours, banging out a juke-joint 
piano lick to accompany the sample while 
singingachorus that popped into. ead: 
“Tlike the way you work it/No diggity/I got 
to bag it up. 

The result is a monument to a curvy 


















agroove 

















himself. “I wanted to make a differ- 
ent sound,” he tells Blende 















like, ‘Man, 

: This is how 
you make an album: You make a bunch of 
good songs, then you make that /ast track, 





wait arqund for 


DIGGITY” 


Howa shimmyingsalute fo"the flyestgirl ever” earned the King 
of NewJack Swi ing asecond Ct (uy Tim crieRSON ) 
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femme fatale who gives her heart to no one 
and who'll take money from any Casanova 
who can afford her expensive tastes. The 
heroin y lovingly dubbed a 
“playette"—slinks through the song unat- 
tainably, reducing suitors to quivering 
pools of hair gel. “It'sabouta girl who works 
her swagger.’ Riley s 
girleve 

Practically feminist by hip-hop’s ho's- 
and-gold-diggers standards, “No Diggity 
was met with instantskepticism within the 























group. “They thought it was the corniest 
thing,’ Riley says, laughing. 
Undeterred, he got Dr. Dre to con- 


tribute a burly opening ve 
then-protégée Queen Pen closed the song 
out from the playette’s perspective. The 
result brilliantly combines thug brava- 
do with New Jack-styled sprechgesang 
and the velvety vocal choruses of old- 
school R&B hip-hop hasbeen 
attempting ever 

As the first single off Another Level, 
“No Diggity” deposed “Macarena” from its 
three-and-; month stranglehold in 
the No. 1 pop spot. The triumphant come- 
back, though, was short-lived. Festering 
tensions within Blackstreet erupted into 
an ugly feud between Riley and longtime 
member Chauncey Hannibal, and sub: 
quent albums couldn't produce a similar 
crossover juggernaut. Riley’s collabora- 
tions with Michael Jackson were met with 
dwindling interest and sales. In 2002 Riley 
declared bankruptey. 

These days, the singer-produ 
focused on the gospel scene, but h 
ow still looms large over the pop air 
His onetime apprentices the Neptunes 
among many producers who explore Riley's 
smooth/hard techniques and, from Akon 
to R. Kelly to T-Pain, any singer who glides 
back and forth across the rap/R&B divide 
owes him a significant debt. “You can play 
‘No Diggity’ now and it still bumps in the 
club; Akon tells Blender. “Teddy Riley’s a 
genius for that." [s#==1 
“No Diggity’ 

Blackstreet 
Interscope 


Teddy Riley (vocals, various instru- 
ments), Chauncey Hannibal (vocals), Mark Middle- 
ton (vocals), Eric Williams (vocals), Dr. Dre (vocals), 
Queen Pen (vocals), William *Skylz” Stewart (various 
instruments) 





, and Riley’s 

















































Riley, Hannibal, Lynise Walters, Stewart, 
Dr. Dre 


Riley, Stewart 
October 12, 1996 
1 
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ASSASSINS 





Experience the power of a master Assassin. Your 
actions can throw your immediate environment into 
chaos; and your existence will shape events in this 
pivotal moment during the Crusade. Assassin's 
Creed comes out on Playstation® 3 and Xbox 360™ in 
November 2007. 

Pre-order now at 
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ONE LISTEN IS ALL IT [DER =SOS”*é<“‘CSOSOSOC;C*@d 


Bose® in-ear headphones deliver lifelike sound 
that's faithful and realistic. Three sizes of silicone 
ear tips offer a comfortable fit that's right 

for you. And Bose technologies offer a remarkable 
level of audio performance you might expect from 
much larger headphones. Recommended for use 
with a wide range of portable audio devices. 














KALIFORNIUM | I] 








TO THE 


Rock Band Kalifornium has been 
declared the winners of the coast-to- 
coast General Tire TAKE IT TO THE MAX 
rock-off, with nearly 52% of the vote. 
"Getting to see new parts of the country 
while doing what we love to do the 

GI] most - that was one of the greatest 
experiences we've ever had," said 
singer Chris Page. 

“People really seemed to dig what 
we're about,” added guitarist Steve 
Anthony. For those of us who weren't 
there to catch the shows, the band is 
about no frills, original rock music. For 
more information on Kalifornium and 
General Tire, visit 
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Get More From 
Your Favorite Artist 


DELUXE 


Editions 








My Aim Is True 


Includes session out-takes, demos and live material, 
with 26 tracks previously unreleased! 


Including 4 songs NEVER RELEASED IN ANY FORMAT: 
“BLUE MINUTE,” “CALL ON ME," “! DON'T WANT TO GO HOME” 
and “I HEAR A MELODY." 


‘And the complete LIVE AT THE NASHVILLE ROOMS, AUGUST 7, 1977 
concert recording, one of the earliest featuring the Attractions! 


Collection compiled and fully sanctioned by Elvis Costello. 


August And Everything After 


The 7 million selling classic debut album expanded to 2 discs 
with rare demos and unreleased performances. 


The 2nd disc features the previously unreleased last show of the 
massive “August & Everything After” world tour. The 79 minute + concert 
was recorded December 9th, 1994 at Paris’ famed Elysee Montmartre. 


Includes previously unreleased demos, including a version of 
Woody Guthries “This Land Is Your Land," 


Booklet includes fold-out poster and extensive liner notes by 
‘Counting Crow's Adam Duritz. 


The Better Life 


Released in early 2000, 3 Doors Down DEBUT ALBUM 
‘THE BETTER LIFE has become one of the era's most enduring 
albums with over 5 million copies sold, 


Features huge sonic guitar hooks, pounding drums and soulful vocals 
the album generated classics *Kryptonite," “Duck and Run,” and 
“Be Like That.” 


Disc 2 features a spectacular live performance from the Away From The 
‘Sun Tour recorded in Houston, Texas, 


Expanded artwork and additional photos are included in the deluxe packag 


Tales Of Mystery And Imagination Edgar Allan Poe 


Tales Of Mystery And Imagination is an extremely mesmerizing aural 
journey through some of edgar Allan Poe's most renowned work 


Features the original 1976 and remixed 1987 albums on disc 1 & 2. 





Includes 8 unreleased tracks + unreleased demos and a rare radio 
‘spot and radio interview. 


Features the hits “The Raven" and “The Tell-Tale Heart.” 


Original Motion Picture Soundtrack 


Marking it's 16th anniversary, The Commitments Deluxe Edition 
weds the two volumes of the soundtrack that projected the 
timeless power and appeal of classic soul music. 

The Deluxe Edition is augmented with 6 beggers and shouters 
from lead vocalist Andrew Strong's debut solo album, previously 
unreleased in the U.S, 


Expanded artwork and additional photos are included in the deluxe packag 


Vegas 
10th Anniversary Deluxe Edition of one of the most important 
electronic albums of all time. 


2 CDs featuring the original album remastered, rare & live recordings, 
and videos for “Busy Child” & *Comin' Back.” 


Plus brand new remixes by Paul Oakenfold, MSTRKRFT, 
Hyper and more! 
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[AUNIVERSAL MUSIC COMPANY 


WWW.ILOVETHATSONG.COM 


AVAILABLE AT 


(©2007 User! Music Enterpros, Dison of UNG Recrtng, ne, 


SCORPIONS 


HUMANITY-HOUR 










THE BRAND NEW ALBUM 


INCLUDES THE HIT SINGLE 


‘HUMANITY’ 
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GET SCORPIONS RINGTONES FOR YOUR PHONE! 
‘Text SCORP2A to 30303 to get No One Like You * Text SCORP2B to 30303 to get Big City Nights 
‘Text SCORP2C to 30303 to get I’m Leaving You ~ ‘Text SCORP2D to 30303 to get Rock You Like A Hurricane BEST 
‘Text SCORP2E to 30303 to get Still Loving You * Text SCORP2F to 30303 to get Wind Of Change BU 


ume Text SCORP2G to 30303 to get 321 Text SCORP2H to 30303 to get Love Will Keep Us Alive 
‘Text SCORP2I to 30303 to get Humanity 
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Solving Your Pop Conundrums Since 2001 
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(CHEEZBURGER? 














ing about a fistfight 
between Chrissie Hynde and 
Carly Simon. For real? 
Kevin MeFuclden, Gloucester, MA 
Notonlyisit forreal . 
Joni Mitchell show! 
he night of Novemb« 
is Mitchel nd birthday, 
genteel folk rocker was pla 
bratory showata tim 
Among theaudience membe 
Hynde, Simon and fellow estro-rocker 
‘atalie Merchant. Things were going, 
fine until about halfway through the 
90-minute set, when, midsong, Hynde 
arted clapping and shouting, “Tove 
you, Love you! 
Simon, seated one booth ove 
the Pretenders frontwoman ifshe 
maybe, possibly, wouldn’t mind keep- 
ing it down, Accounts differ as to what 


ithappened ata 
















were 




















Hynde (right), 
unmayed by Simon's 
pre-bout mind 
games. 
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Ask Blender 


askblonder@ 
blonder.com 


1040 Sixth Aven 


1th Floor, NewYork, 


NV 10018 


Please include 
your first and 

last name, your 
hometown and your 
state of province, 























I know Queen’s Freddie Mercury was a huge cat 
lover. How many did he own during his life? What’s the 
most he had at one time? 


Elaine Shardot, Houston 


According to a 2003 article in Cat Fancy magazine, Mercu- 
ry adopted lots of cats throughout his life, at one point own- 
ing as many as 10. He dedicated his first solo album, Mr. Bad 
Guy, to four of them, as well as to “all the cat lovers across 
the universe—screw everybody else.” In one of Queen's vid- 
eos he wore a vest adorned with portraits of several of his | 
cats, painted by Mercury himself. Sometimes while on tour, 
he'd even call home to chat with his cats, often at exorbitant 
international rates. 

We know a few of the cats’ names: Oscar, Tiffany, Goliath, 
Miko, Romeo, Lily, Tom, Jerry. But his favorite by farwas Del- 
ilah, achubby, tri-colored tabby. Mercury dedicated asong on 
Queen's Innuendo to the plump puss (“I love you, Delilah/Oh, 
you make me so very happy/You giveme ki esand I gooutof 
my mind/Meow, meow, meow, meow”), and she stayed with 
him literally until the end, curled up beside Mercury when he 
died of complications from AIDS in 1991, 




































happened next. Some eyewitne 
Hynde—who mayor may not have been 
drunk—grabbed Simon around the 
ted punching her; a pub- 
t, meanwhile, said, “[ Hynde] was 
:" Simon, forher part, 
hoking me in aloving 
ng me in ‘fun intoxica- last 





With all this talk about the record 
industry's slump, | was wondering: 
How many CDs are sold every year? 
How many are released? 

Caitlin Raigosa, Portland. OR 
According to Nielsen SoundScan, 
‘ear music retailers sold approxi- 

























unds like a catfight even Fred- 3 million CDs almost two 
wouldlove. for every person in the U.S y 
seem like a lot, but it’s almost 50 mil- 





lion less than 20¢ 
8 percent, And it pales in eompari- 
son to the boom year of 2000, when 
blockbuster albums by Britney Spe: 
ark and the 









On the back of Pink Floyd's adrop ofaround 
Ummagummais a picture of two guys 
with all the band’s equipment. At the 
time, rumor had it they stole Pink 


Floyd's van, took a photo of them- 























bg "Back Boys pro- 
selves with the gear and pelled total sales to 
demanded the band put it anall-timehigh of 


on their next cover. True? 


1. Huckaby, Tennessee 
Colony, 1X 





— 
s nearly 710 million—a 
n whopping 30 percent 
more than last year 
But surprising- 
ly, while CD 
sales arein 
anose-dive, 
the number of 
bands and ar 
ists releasing CDs is 
ing higher than 
can reports that 








Gear, gear: The 
back cover of 
Ummagumma. 


ous. The supposed ges 
Q pppers Ace erally (ist 












the photo a at 
Biggin Hill airport during the band’s 
1969 tou 000 CDs hit the mar- 
There are, however, a couple of | ketplace. That's about a 50 percent 

| 

| 











interesting footnotes here. Both men jump from sever go—or almost 
went ontomakecameoson Pink Floyd | ‘a thousand CDs every week. Coupled 
ice appears on a1970 with the dip at the checkout lines, 
sychedelic Break- this increased competition means it’s 

fast,’ and Watts lenthis maniacal laugh | tougher and tougher for musicians 
to two songs on Dark Side of the Moon. to make a living from record sale: 


















But Watts’s most ntribution | Bad news for rockers hoping to strike 
to pop culture came in the form of his itrich .. but very good news for the 
daughter, the actress Naomi Watts. ramen industry. 
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“They're like the best party band at the best party you can 
_imagine...” — Blender 
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= Text TLG1 to 66555 
to get your "Pictures of You" ringtone* 


AVAILABLE AT TARGET 
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POISON Kiss: 





“THE LASTGOODNIGHT~ 





thelastgoodnight.net | Myspace.com/thelastgoodnight | 2007 
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KANYE'S SHADES 
‘ALSO MAKE GREAT 
CHEESE GRATERS. 





WAY OUT 


WEST 


MANYE WEST SPENT His LIFE STRUGGLING FOR THE RESPECT OF HIS 
HIP-HOP PEERS. NOW HE TELLS BLENDER THE GENRE CAN'T CONTAIN HIM: 
“| WANT TO BE THE NO. | ARTIST IN THE WORLD” 


By JODY ROSEN Photographs by TERRY RICHARDSON 


SS 


IT’S OFFICIAL: BRIGHT-YELLOW pantswear is a fashion don’t. Kanye West learns 
this immutable sartorial law the hard way, when he saunters into a midtown- 
Manhattan recording studio sporting jeans (and matching Nikes) of a hue 
somewhere between Banana Breeze and Scalding Sunburst. “How does this 
look?” West asks the roomful of friends and associates. A long silence follows. 
Finally, one of West's backup singers speaks up: “Naw, man, that’s the worst 
yet.” “Damn!” says West, as everyone breaks into laughter. 

It’s a steamy Saturday in July, and West has 








inset with flashing 
settles on white 








already spent the better part of an hour try- 
ing to put together a suitable outfit for this 
evening's performance at Giants Stadium in New 
»y—the U.S. edition of L arth, Al Gore's 
six-continent-spanning environmental mega- 
concert. A certifiable dandy, West does not take 

y. “Clothes are my drug,” he'll 
“And [like to overdose.” Popping into an 













s one look as 
“very hood—a. n extended 
debateabout which colorcombinationswillstand 
out best against the backdrop of the Live Earth 





For a few minutes, We: 
topped by a white polo-style shirt with 
amulticolored-pinwheel design splashed across 








ack to the drawing board. 

“It isn’t always like this,” West says, after 
finally choosing a pair of gray jeans, a red polo 
topped with a white jacket and blindingly white 
new high-tops. “But you know, it’s a tough deci- 
sion, what to wear on worldwide TV.” And Kanye 
West has a reputation to uphold. “With me,” >> 
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KANYE WEST 


headds 





“people expect the unexpectes 
Since first emerging from Chicago in 
the early part ofthis decade, West has main- 











tained his status as one of popular music’s 
most reliable iconocl; with a thriving 
side-business in provocation and scandal. 








In 2004, he graduated from behind-the- 
scenes beatmaker to full-fledged hip-hop 
auteur and soon thereafter was declaring 
himself a “legend,” storming awards-show 
stages in indignation when denied prizes he 
knew were rightly hi ing for maga- 


















deny the powerful originality of his perso- 
na—and his music. He had a foot in both 
the earthy, boho-rap world of his Chicago 
homeboy Commonandinthe rarefied realm 
of the Moét-swilling hip-hop elite—but 
wanted membership in neither. At a time 
when most rappers dressed in thugged-out 
streetwear or—on those special red-carpet 
oceasions—double-breasted Al Capone 











“TLOVE THE KILLERS ... I LIKE KEANE— 
THEY'RE ONE OF MY FAVORITE GROUPS. 
AND MODEST MOUSE.” 


zoot suits, West was unabashedly metrosex- 
ual, nicknaming himself the “Louis Vuitton 
Don,’ arriving on stages clad in pastel polos, 
sweater vests and other garb straight outta 
cocktail hour at the Kennebunkport yacht 
club. His songs were similarly full of con- 
tradictions and cognitive dissonances, out- 
rageous boasts that segued into harsh self- 
criticism, tussles for Kanye's soul that pit 
God against Mammon, lustful odes to d 
mond jewelry that veered into jeremiads 
about human-rights abuses in the global 
diamond trade. 


















‘YEAH, BABY! (CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT): READY FOR 

THE COUNTRY CLUB WITH JAY-Z; FREAKING OUT MIKE 
MYERS AFTER KATRINA; LIL 'YE, AGE 3; FLAUNTING X-RAY 
CHIC AT A PARIS FASHION SHOW, 





Tt’s music that was presumed to have no 
ial potential—West had to con- 
vince his friend Jay-Z to give him a record 
deal—but The College Dropout (2004) and 
istration (2005) wracked up multi- 
platinum sales. They also won Grammys 
(though not the ones West would have 
rred), topped critics polls and estab- 
























shed West as the kind of pop star who get: 
invited along with a cadre of A- 
ti 





celebri- 
to appear on a network-television spe- 
al in the wake of a national catastrophe. 
So itwas that Americans tuning in to NBC's 
‘for Hurricane Relief on Septem- 
found themselves watching a 
year-old rapper excoriate the president— 
George Bush doesn't care about black peo- 
ple"—on live television. Apparently, NBC's 
upper brass missed the memo. RE: Mr. 
Kanye West, expect the unexpected, 

Now, as West readies the release of his 
third album, Graduation, it’s business a 
usual. Which is to say, it’s unusual. “If Lwas 
ing to make an album thatsounded exact- 
ly like The College Dropout, then I'd be drop- 
ping offinto the nostalgia world,” West 
“This album is going to challenge listeners’ 
The first single, “Can't Tell Me Nothing,” is 
a slow, brooding song powered by an eerie 
vocal sample that West describes, with a 
shake of his head, as “so different—kind of 
African, kind of digital-sounding.” It’s far 
from an obyious choice for a lead single, a 
fact that pleases West to no end. “I encoun- 
tered some resistance from the record label, 
because I have some other songs that are 
much more digestible. But ‘Can't Tell Me 
Nothing’—that shit just cuts my soul. [had 
to drop it first.” And then there's the second 
single an even bigger departure. 
Astormy dance track built around a robotic 
Daft Punk vocal loop and clobbering drums 
it sounds more like big-beat electronic: 
even rock, than hip-hop. 

Which, apparenth 
West wants it. 


















































































is exi the w 
him what music he’s lis- 
tening to these days, and you're left wonder- 
ing if he’s been spending quiet evenings at 
home in the glow of his laptop, surfing the 
dweebiest corners of the rock blogosphere. 
“L love the Killers ... I like Keane—they’re 
one of my favorite groups. And Modest 
Mouse. I like how authentic that album 
sounded, like it was from the '60s.” West 
got turned on to Daft Punk by his DJ, A- 
Trak (“A-Trak is definitely a music snob— 
he could be, like, a blogger or whatever 
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“WHO 
WANTS FISH 
STICKS?” 


And then there’s West's prime source for 
un-stuntastic sounds. “VH1 put me up on 
the All-American Rejects. It put me up on 
Regina Spektor. It put me up on Feist.” 

‘The 2007 model Kanye West comes on 
like an indie-fied aesthete. He talks a blue 
streak about Takashi Murakami, the star 
Japanese pop artist West brought in to doa 
nerd-chic overhaul of the Graduation pack- 
aging. He raves about his forthcoming TV 
show, currently in preproduction, a classy 
“one-camera” sitcom on the ultimate high- 
middlebrow network, HBO. Go to West's 
Website, andthe firstthingyou'llseeisn this 
big-budget Hype Williams-directed “Can't 
Tell Me Nothing” video, but the Saturday 
Night Live-style spoof, commissioned by 
West himself, in which indie comedian Zach 
Galifianakis and folk warbler Will Oldham 
lip-syne“Can’t Tell Me Nothing” whileromp- 
ingarounda North Carolina farm. 

And then there are his musical excur- 
sions. That mix-tape freestyle, rap-sung to 
the tune of “Young Folks,” the chirrupy hit 
by Stockholm indie-pop combo Peter Bjorn 
and John. Another mix-tape joint, “Us 
Placers;’ with West rhyming over a dour, 
nearly beatless loop from Thom Yorke's 
“The Eraser.” That Fall Out Boy remix. 
“Homecoming,” a track on the new album 
performed with Chris Martin. It’s quite a 
list: quirky indie chanteuses; French elec- 








tronica geeks; postrock eggheads. As you 
rundown the discography, you find yourself 
thinking, Maybe it’s Kanye West who doesn't 
care about black people. 

Of course, West is merely following 
his muse, which these days is leading him 
in a direction he cheekily calls a “non- 
no-brainer.” But West is determined to 
drag the world along with him. “See, I have 
avery clear goal,” he “IT want to be the 
worldwide top artist. You can quote that. I 
want to be the No. 1artist in the world” 


IF YOU'REA 


headliner at a concert whose purpose is 
to raise consciousness about global cli- 
mate change, the politically correct move 
is not to roll up to the show in a vehicle the 
size of the Staten Island ferry. But when 
West ducks out of the recording studio 
with a Louis Vuitton duffel bag slung over 
his shoulder to head to Giants Stadium, 
he clambers into the backseat of a giant 
black SUV. He is the first person to admit, 
George Bush dissing aside, “I'm not very 
tuned in to politics. I apologize to people 
who expect me to act like I work at CNN.” 

As the car creeps downtown through 
Manhattan traffic, West sits back and talks, 









































occasionally craning his neck to assess the 
passing parade of New York women (“Whoa. 
Did you see her?”; “I'm sorry, but those are 
some terrible titties”). He ricochets from 
topic to topic, with a mix of braggadocio 
and modesty, cantankerousness and charm 
that is familiar from his songs. West is a jet- 
setter these days—“I spend half the year in 
New York, half in L.A., half overseas: the 
three halves’—and boldface names crop up 
frequently. “Harley, my trainer, he’s Jessica 
Simpson’ trainer, too, That's my whole 
stunt, Ifagirlcomesaround, she’slike, You're 
with Jessica Simpson's trainer? Wow!” 

Ask West, 30, about his personal life— 
his engagement to his longtime girlfriend, 
fashion designer Alexis Phifer, or wheth- 
er he plans to have children—and he gets 
testy. “Yes, I'm engaged. Yes, I plan to have 
kids. But I'm not gonna base the night that 
conceive a child off of what I tell Blender 
magazine.” 

But when the talk turns to other top- 
rt, fashion and, especially, music— 
‘epressible. He professes his pas- 
sion forarchitecture and design, whipping 
out a digital camera to show Blender pic- 
tures of the renovations on his two homes, 
a sleek 2,800-square-foot Manhattan loft 
anda sprawling house in Beverly Hills. 

“I like minimalism in architecture,” 
West “The architect who's doing >> 
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my place, Claudio Silvestrin, is a minimal- 
ist. 'm no authority on architecture, But 
Tm coming. Eventually, [will bea master.” 
He digs through his duffel bag and pro- 
duces the strange pair of eyeglasses that 
he wears in the “Stronger” video, techno- 
futuristic-looking white spectacles with 
horizontal slats across the eyes in place of 
lenses. “These glasses are one of the best 
things to happen to meth year,” he says. 
It’s funny, being a s i 
icon,” he continues. “I've madea lotof mis 
takes, fashionwise, £: ive mistak 
Honestly, I don’t dress as fresh as I want to, 
Buteveryday I'm getting better. By the time 
I'm 50, 60, I'llhave impeccable taste, 
Suddenly, 50 Cent's “I Get Money” 
comes buzzing out of the radio, “Turn thi 
We \ys. “50 is popping on this. 
nods his head to the beat. “I’m stan! y 
rich/I'm-a die tryin’ to spend this s 50 
raps. Kanye laughs: “You know, I'm real- 
ly not, like, extremely rich. I'l hear 50 drop 
a number, like, ‘I spent this much; and I'm 
like:‘Damn isso much richerthan me!” 
50 Cent is on West's mind these days, 
and for good reason; s slated 
for release the same d y's thirdalbum, 
pulled the trigger on that date,” 
. “I got on the phone with Def 
Yo, I want to do this. There we 
many people there who were | e, ‘Don't go 
up against him, blah blah blah. There were 
people that weren'tready forthat fj ht. And 
Twi “Man, this is what Ido! 


KANYE OMARI WEST 


was born in Atlanta in 1977. When he was 
3, his parents divorced and he moved to 
Chicago with his mother, Dr, Donda West, 
acollege English professor. West is famous. 
lyadoring of his moth he paid tribute to 
her on Late Registration’s rhapsodic “Hey 
Mama," andshe has worked as Kanye’sman- 
ager since retiring from ing—but he 
had a close relationshi 
spending school 
D.C, with hi: 
Panther and a photojournalist. (' 
is stuff like, ‘Kanye didn't have a 
rand then my fath arts to get mad 
atme. I'mlike, ‘Dad, doyou knowhow many 
things I'm mad atthe press for?”) 
sophisticated, 
‘ances—he 
attended high school in leafy Oak Lawn, 
Ilinois—which helps explain the cosmo- 
politanism of his mu i 
proving his hood bona fides 
moving between genres, styles and so 
worlds, Pp on the tempera- 
ment of people, from the hood to white 
people. I have an understanding of it, and 
Lil speak very candidly aboutit,’ he sa 
Kanye briefly attended art school and 
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KANYEOR 
MAD DICTATOR? | 


Can you tell which of the following self- 
aggrandizing quotes come from Kanye and 
which from recently deceased despots? 


“Ithink if there werea Bible written 
today, in the new millennium, I'd be 
one of the characters in it,” 


“Lam seeing them from above, because 
God put me there.” 


“Lam not one of the most influential 
and innovative talents—lam themost 
influential and innovative.” 


“Ibring up historical subjectsinaway 
that makes kids want to learn about 
them... [I'm] definitely inthehistory 
books already." 


"I'm personally against seeing my pic- 
tures and statues inthe streets, but 
it's what the people want.” 


————— 
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Chicago's Columbia College but dropped 
out to pursue a musical career, He made 
a name producing tracks for local art 
and in 2000, got his fir label br 
with “This Can't Be Life,” on 
The Dyna: ‘oc La Familia, 
His production style was di 
tinctive: Ata time when sam- 
pling was considered déclassé 
West took bi 
old soul records and adjusted 
the pitch, speeding them upto 
create a helium effect that was 
dubbed “chipmunk soul. 

The rest is the stuff of 
hip-hop lore. Kanye's soul- 
drenched tra for Jay-Z's 
2001 smash The Blueprint 
made him hip-hop's hottest 
newproducer, Then in October 
of the next year, he n 
ina 
ing asleep at the wheel on the 
y home from a late-night 
recording session. This brush 
with mortality (recounted on 
his debut single, “Through 
the Wire”) only increased 
West's determination to step 
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out from behind the mixing board. 

“Healwayswanted to be an artist, from 
the beginning, “When we 
were working on tracks, as soon as he'd fin- 
ish one ofmy songs, he'd be like, ‘Cheek this 














out. And then he'd put on a CD with one of 





his songs and just perform the whole thing 
right there in the studio. And I'd be like, 
‘Um, ok: yyy, great, You got anoth- 
er beat?’ Honestly, ever ybody was just try 
ing to figure out how to keep him around, 
because he y making these fantastic 
tracks. That's really how his record deal 
happened. We were like, [Heavy sigh] OK, 
let's just give hima deal.” 

Zand his crew at Roc-A-Fella, 
a brother from another planet. 
“We couldn't see how it would work forhim 
commercially, in the rap game,’ Jay-Z says. 
“I mean, he had these pink polos with the 
collars up. We all had these big chains, we 
had hard ba no fathers. Kanye 
was just a different thing for us. We didn't 
know what to ma 


THEKANYE MOBILE 


is on the Jersey Turnpike now, approach- 
ing Giants Stadium, West asks if Blender 
would like to hear his new album. 
shouts toward the front of the SUV, where 
the chauffeur, a bodyguard, h manag- 
er and one of his engineers are seated: 
“C'mon, let's turn off th: Pain and put 
on my record!" The CD is promptly cued 
up, the volume boosted and the car is 
soon awash in the sound of Graduation's 
opening track, “I Wonder It’s gorgeous— 
a swirl of keyboards and strings, with 
a stately beat. But it sounds more like 
down-tempo electronic mood music— >> 
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KANYE WEST 


a little bit like Moby’s Play—than the 
opening track to a blockbuster rap album. 

Blender glances over at West, whose 
eyes are closed as he sways to the music. 
“It's my favorite song on the album,’ he say 
finally. “I went back and forth about wheth- 
er to open the album with this. But I decid- 
ed it’s perfect: People who like ‘Stronger’ 
but who aren’trap fans, they'll get into this, 
they'll feel the mood, get their head ina dif- 
ferent space. And the people who are real 
rap fans, for the first two verses—where shit 
is really sparse—they’ll think I'm just intro- 
ing the album? 

The more West talks, the clearer it 
becomes that he is approaching his career 
a bit like a politician—try- 
ing to hold onto his tradition- 
al supporters while reach- 
ing out to swing voters. “Look 

, ys. “It gets 
layed on rap radio, and it 
gets added to rock stations? 
That's c1 

So, will that kind of cros: 
over success make West the 
biggest star in the univers 

“Idon't want to bethe big- 
gest star in the universe,” he 
demurs. “I want to be the No. 
Jartist in the world. Ther 
big difference. Who's the big- 
gest starin the universe? Paris 
Hilton? Man, I don’t want to 
be Paris Hilton. But Bono can 
go to arestaurant and just chill, and he can 
sell out an 80,000-seater. That's the ideal. 

By now, West's car has made it inside 
the stadium gates, and he’s ina hurry: He's 
expected onstage in 20 minutes. He gets out 
of the car and almost immediately bumps 
into Sting, striding in with his wife, Trudie 
Styler,andapackofhandlers. The two musi- 
ansstop toshareahellohug. They venever 
met before but have spoken on the phone. 
They'vegotasurprisein store: Kanye willbe 
joining the Police and John Mayer onstage 
forthelastsong ofthe evening, rappinga few 
bars in “Message in a Bottle.” But now, West 
has his own set to do. He’s whisked away in 
agolf cart and, after averting a minor back- 
isinvolving the wardrobe of hisall- 
‘male string section, he takes the stage to 
race through a hit-packed 20-minute set. 

After the performance, West retreats 
backstage with his crew, including the rap- 
per Consequence and DJ A-Trak. There, he 
receives visits from celebrity well-y 
Goreclasps Westin an awkward approxima- 










































































































tion ofathug clutch, c 
Cameron Diaz materi ‘o congratulate 
the rapper on his show. “It’s amazing how 
one guy can command a whole stadium,” 
chirps Diaz, whose legs are approximate 
thelength of the light towers ringing th 
dium. “Nota bad day,’ says West when Diaz 
leave: rst Rosario Dawson”—the act 


“Awesome job!” 





















introduced Wes performance—“now 
Cameron Di 
But West doesn’t have much time to 





exult. As his manager, Don—a childhood 
friend—keeps reminding him, there’s the 
small matter ofa “Message ina Bottle” rap 
to attend to. He plops himself on a sofa, 
cues up an MP3 of “Message” on his laptop 
and st: trying to come up with lyrics. “/ 
gota message in a bottle, a message for the 
models...”“Here’sone thing that [know/Al 
Gore got robbed, you know he got my vote 
Atone point he jumps up, telling his crew, 
“Hey, check this out: ‘This girl told me, 
buy me something, you major/But I said, 
Al Gore told me, don't waste paper. That’s 


























“MANYEHAD THESE PINK POLOS WITH THE COLLARS 
UP. WEALL HAD THESE BIG CHAINS ... WE DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT TO MAKE OF HIM.” sayz 
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SOUND OF THE POLICE: WEST AT LIVE EARTH WITH STING; 
SWAPPING BUSH JOKES WITH AL GORE, 





kind of dope. I might have to save that.” 

As the Police performance nea t 
seems no closer to 12 solid bars of material. 
Don looks concerned, but West is remark- 
ably unfazed. “I have enough. I can go up 
there and freestyle, hit some punch lines,” 
he says, laughing. “I can always just kind of 
murmuralittle. Itseemsa perversely casual 
approach totaketo the closing performance 
ofablockbuster global concert. 

When the time comes, West stands 
stone-faced in the wings, waiting for his 
cue. Suddenly Sting is bellowing to a roar- 
ing crow adies and gentlemen, Cain- 
Yay West!” West strides onstage, takes up a 
position next to Sting and begins to rap: 



















“T'msending a message in a bottle 
Itsays we need anew tomorrow 

And we need some new leaders to falloz 
And I'm-atell you this because I should 
Sting. you the only police good in the hood 
And, now throw your hands in the air 
We gonna elect John,for mayor!” 





nw 








It'snotexactly the kind of freestyle liable 
tostrike fearinto the heart of Lil Wayne. But 
when West reels around and cues drummer 
Stewart Copeland, who promptly smacks 
down on his snare and sends the band roar- 
ing back into the chorus, there's no denying 
that the momentfeels big. For thenextthree 
minutes, West is not a rapper so much as a 
cheerleader, jumping up, pumping his fist, 
shouting, “We can save the world!” while 
Mayer and the Police steamroll toward the 
song's conclusion. As West bounds across 
the stage, you get the feeling he’s exact- 
ly where he wants to be: The go-to rapper 
for the global roc closing out a 
concert before a football-stadium crowd of 
000-plus and a planet-spanning home 
audience of millions more. He's not yet the 
No. 1 artist in the world—but he's getting 
there. And against the backdrop of the Live 
Earth stage, his outfit looks fresh, 9] 
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“There's 
o Depth in 
Happiness” 


Ville Valo, frontman for Finland’s No. 1 musical 
export, HIM, is a miserable bastard with a wicked 
sense of humor. Brace yourself for his “love metal” 
revolution—and a line of branded dildos 


By JON DOLAN 
Photographs by CHAD PITMAN 


§ A ROCK star really a rock star if he checks into a hotel under his own 
name? It’s a beautiful afternoon in San Diego, and Ville Valo, frontman for Finland’s biggest 
band, HIM, is sitting in the plush W Hotel lobby, drinking a five-dollar coffee in a blue silk- 
and-wool Dolce & Gabbana suit. And not being noticed. 

Thisishowhelikesit, butit’s rarely howitis. Back home, from Fredrikshamn to Jamsankoski, 


he is revered as a national treasure. Whether he's buying a 19th-century military fortress or 
breaking up with his fiancée, a VJ on MTV Finland, the tiny Finn tabloid industry is there (Valo 
was recently named 13th Greatest Finn of All Time in a viewer-driven TV countdown). And 
though Scandinavians are a restrained people, not given to accosting even famous foreigners, 
much unobtrusive nodding attends his travels around his native Helsinki. >> 
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Here, however, he’s a just the founder 
ofa 15-year-old k band 
playing the Jot on Linkin Park's 
Projekt Revolution Tour. Tomorrow’sstop: 
Chula Vista, California. Today: an aft 
noon to kill. 

That won't be easy. The other mem- 
bers of HIM—guitarist Mikko “Linde’ 
Lindstrom, bassist Mikko“Migé” Paananen, 
drummer Mika “Gas” Karppinen and key- 
boardist Janne “Burton” Puurtinen—have 
gone to The Simpsons Movie. But Valo 
doesn’t like comedies, or any upbeat ente: 
tainment. “There's no depth in happines: 
he says in a lush, wintry baritone sugg 
inga Cossack late-night-radio joc! 

Well, there's a fleet of cool-looking 
naval ships docked in San Diego Bay a few 
blocks away ... “I don’t like the s 
not used to it.” A museum? “I fuckin’ hate 
museums.” Lunch at a nice restaurant, 
then? “ ... and fuckin’ expen: u- 
rants. I don’t need to prove the worthi- 
ness of my existence to some fuckin’ cunts 
wearing the coolest gear at the moment,” 

















































his own natty attire notwithstanding. 

And with that, Valo wanders intoa bland 
Irish pub and gets to work on a pot of cof- 
fee anda portion of the 80 cigarettes he con- 
sumes daily. 

Valo may positively brim with hates, 
but his gift to the world is, ironical- 
ly, his overpowering love. The 30-year- 
old Johnny Depp ringer is the inventor 
of “love metal.” The self-styled sobriquet 
perfectly fits his band’s mix of 70s metal- 
metal, 80s hair metal, ‘90s goth metal 
and, creepiest (and most metal) ofall, the 
romantically overwrought Finnish bal- 
lad pop often referred toasiskelmi (think 
David Lynch in Lapland). 

“We're too gay to be full-blown metal 


























“WERE TOO GAY 
TO BE FULL-BLOWN 
METAL.” VILLE VALO 








FACE TIME (FROM LEFT) 
MIKKO LINDSTROM, 
MIKKO PAANANEN, VILLE 
\VALO, JANNE PUURTINEN 
AND MIKA KARPPINEN, 











and too metal to be croone Valo, his 
incandescent green eyes flashing almost as 
brightly as his nicotine-yellowed grin. “By 
being in this band, we extend the period of 
our teenage angst.” 

Valo is happily aware he sounds a Bit 
silly, but he’s doing seriously well. HIM ( 
stands for His Infernal Ma 
ing a poem by Church of Satan founder 
Anton LaVey), has become one of Europe's 
biggest bands on the strength of music 
Valo opaquely defines as “Romeo and 
Juliet listening to Sabbath.” Their 2000 
European smash “Join Me in Death” and 
2005 American modern-rock hit “Rip Out 
the Wings of a Butterfly’ from their gold 
US. debut, Dark: Light, have a gloom- 
mystic crunch an Evanescence fan might 
like, mixed with a lovelorn lugubriousness 
so overdone it must be tongue in cheek. 
“Scandinavians are such melancholic bas- 
tards, they eventually have to laugh about 
it,” says Valo, who often quotes his own lyr- 
ies with a chortle. 

He should. HIM’s new album, Venus 

Doom, features lines like, “My heart's a 
graveyard, baby/And to evil we make love 
on passion’s killing floor,” fitting for a guy 
whose two favorite songs are “Can't Help 
Falling in Love,” by Elvis Presley, and 
ded Cunt,” by Cradle of Filth. 
Partially inspired by the suicide of an 
L.A. rocker friend, Venus Doom is HIM’s 
heaviest record to date. Ithasanine-minute 
prog opus, piles of black mass riffage, an 
acoustic song about suicide called “Song 
or Suicide” and a bass solo, which Valo 
describes as “ridiculous but also great.” 

“Itisnotan album for iPod shuffle,’ says 
bassist Paananen, a husky, bearded brute 
whose ancestors may have done solid work 
ransacking peaceful medieval villages. 

If all this suggests an absurdist exper- 
iment in vein-opening bombast, Valo 
would heartily concur. “I don’t like masks,” 
says the only rock star you're likely to meet 
whose favorite Kiss period is the postmake- 
up’S0s. 

Valo may not opt for Gene Simmons in 
face paint, but he does show a similar flair 
formerch-friendly iconography. On Novem- 
ber 22, 1996, his 20th birthday, while wai 
ing for friends to bring over some kegs of 
beer, Valo sketched out a “heartagram,’ an 
unholy marriage of pentagram and heart 
thatis the love-metal-nation’s seal. 

“When I met Ville, I said, “Hey, you've 
got a great logo,” says stocky, goateed 
drummer Karppinen, who joined the band 
in 1999. “Ifa band has a good logo, you can 
like them before you hear the music. 

‘This is uniquely the case with HIM, 
More than even the most recogni: able 
band logos—Led Zeppelin’s “four runes? 
the Rolling Stones’ lips and tongue—the 
heartagram perfeetly advertises HIM’s 
mix of evil and sweet. The occult symbol 










































































































True technology 





The all-new Nissan Altima Coupe & 
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has at times threatened to transcend the 
band that created it, affixing itself to wal- 
lets, wristbands, beanies, candles, lan- 
yards, flags and, most prominently, one 
irrepressible Jackass cast member. 

MTVrealitystar Bam Margerabecame 
a HIM fan and confidant after falling for 
the band at a 2000 skateboard demo in 
Helsinki. He has a heartagram tattooed 
above his penis, licenses the image from 
Valo and was largely responsible for its 
American importation. Marg plas- 
tered the logo on his skateboard, and soon 
heartagram T-shirts were a top seller at 
mall-goth fashion syndicate Hot Topic. 
Before U.S, headbangers had heard even 
a note of HIM’s music, they were wear- 
ing the heartagram in the hallways of their 
high schools. 

“People tend to express theirinnermost 
self through clothing,” Valo says. “Playing 
hereon the first tour, withouta record deal, 
we played the Roxy and Whisky, 
where Ozzy and Plant and Jim Mo! 




































HIM AND THEM 
(FROM LEFT): VALO, 
THEN-FIANGEE JONNA 
NYGREN AND NO.t FAN 
BAM MARGERA, 


played, And they were packed” 

Valo became acquainted with the ins 
and outs of product placement as a teen- 
ager working in his father’s Helsinki s 
shop, Toys for Adults. He's a self-described 
dildo expert (“the best latex comes from 
Germany”) and considers the family bus 





























ness a possible fallback career if being a 
rock god grows stale, 

“We're thin! ‘ying to sell 
HIM dildos,” he says."When you're looking 
in the mirror and always feeling inferior, 
the best thing is to mak 
itand make some mone 


























LOGO A GO-60 


HIM's heartagram (above) is the latest in along line of iconic band logos. Blender assesses four of the all-time best, with help from famed 
graphic designer (and Apple Computer logo creator) Rob Janoff 





a great joke out of 





GRATEFUL DEAD 


Graphic designer Bob Thomas, 1969 





“This grew out of psychedelic posters, but alot ofthat was 
hippie-flowery," Janoff says, “The Dead were areaction to 
that, soit’s a skull. There’s an element of attracting biker guys, 
which was a huge part of their crowd, but the lightning bolt 
says’ blowing your mind on drugs, man, 'which cortainly didn't 
alienate the psychedelic community.” 





A1987 Volvo's bumper 


RAMONES 


Lighting man Arturo Vega, 1977 





“This has a playful, anti-authority vibe, which instantly tells 
youalot about the band. It's parody of the presidential seal, 
ofcourse. The only problem with this oneis that when you 
shrink it down—say, tofiton a button—it gets harder to see all 
the little elements going on.” 





Cooler older brothers turned video-store clerks 











ROLLING STONES 


Art student John Pasche, [971 





“This one stands up to time better than anythingelse, t's 
instantly recognizable, When t came out, it was an in-your- 
face thing, ike what people were feelingin the Stones' music, 
The time was about sexual revolution, andifit were a giant 
penisin the mouth instead of a tongue, it'd be gross, but thisis 
provocative without being explicit or vulgar.” 





The investment banker in row AA, seat | 


WU-TANG CLAN 


Du-producer Allah Mathematics, 1992 





“These guys are all about old kung fu movies, and Ilike thelittle 
Asian hitin their typeface. The Wlooks abit ikea batandlends 
itselfto the Whand gesture their fans make at concerts, They 
were also one of the first rap groups to move into fashion, and 
fora fashion logo, it's incredibly effective. Very elegant." 





Twentysomething rap nostalgics JONAH WEINER 
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True coupe. 





The all-new Nissan Altima Coupe 
Built from the ground up to be a true coupe. With the true technology of Bluetooth» hands-free calling; 


Push Button Ignition and touch-screen navigation~ with real-time traffic updatest And the true performance 
of Nissan's award-winning VO. enginett The 270-hp V6™ Nissan Altima Coupe. Starting at $20,490. 
As shown, $30,590! Leam more at NissanUSA.com. 


SHIFT_ 
“Available feature. Bluetooth? requires compatible. 


cellular phone. “Available feature. Available feature. XM Nav rafic® is a registered trademark of XM Satelite Radio Inc. Required subscription sold 

after three trial monthe, Available in select markets. "Ward's Auto World and Ward's Automotive Group, 1995-2007, “Starting at” MSRP for Altima Coupe 2.5 S. “As shown" Altima Coupe 3.5 SE wiCVT. 
‘and Technology Package, $30,590. Excludes tax, tle, icenee, destination charge and options. Dealer sets actual price. Nissan, the Nissan Brand Symibdl, “SHIFT_" tagline and Nissan model names are 
Nissan trademarke, Always wear your seat belt, and please dorit drink and drive. ©2007 Nissan North America, Inc. 
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(TRUST US#THIS JO 
KILLS IN FINLAND.) 








Lately, he has enjoyed sometime tocon- 
template future business moves. Before he 
embarked on Projekt Revolution, a doctor 
told Valo he needed to stop drinking. The 
average Finn consumes 9.3 liters of booz 
year, placing Finland among the drunkest 
nations on earth, Valo was, to say the least, 
doing his part to maintain this standard. 

“Iwas on a binge for two and halfyears,” 
h “I've shat my pants, I've shat blood, 
I've vomited blood. I've ended up in beds 
with people I never thought I'd be closer to 
than a hundred yards. When you find your- 
selfin a Jacuzzi surrounded by hookers ina 
place you've never been...” 

Blender offers that most people would 
do that drunk or sober. 

“Atleast if I'd been sober,’ he responds, 
“I might've gotten something out of it.” 

In June, he checked himself into 
Promises, the ,000-a-month “Ritz of 
Rehab” in Malibu, where his stay happened 
to overlap with that ofa certain lead-footed 
21-year-old celebutante, “She seemed like a 
lly nice girl,” he says of Lindsay Lohan. 
“But I don't understand why, if you've got 
all these bodyguards around, you don't just 
give’em the fuckin’ car keys’ 

While the experience didn’t change his 
suspicions about what he deems America’s 
hab-happy” culture, it appears to have 
worked, and the rest of HIM is supportive. 
“Itseems good for him,” Paananen says. 

“Ofcourse, sometimes being fucked-up 
is good, too,” offers keyboardist Puurtinen. 

Be that as it may, a culture of sobriety 
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“DON’T LIKE THE 
SUN. JUST NOT 
USED TO IT.” VILLE VALO 


seems to have infected the entire Projekt 
Revolution Tour, from My Chemical 
Romance'’s_post-coke Gerard Way to 
Linkin Park's large retinue of wives and 
kids, who sit stage right watching the 
show each night. HIM was once up for 
consuming two cases of beer before sound 
check. Now their tour bus is a supremely 
mellow sanctuary. They chain-smok 
speak Finnish, listen to their amiable tour 
manager tell bow-hunting stories and 
watch the Military Channel. Guitarist 
Lindstrém speaks no English within ear- 
shot of Blender. 

Occasionally, however, someone will 
need use of his second language. Ten min- 
utes before the Chula Vistashow, Puurtinen 
s, “Where is the shitting place? 
Introducing their sound tech, Karppinen 
declares, “Call this guy Pussy!” 

Even if they did have a taste for Criie- 
esque high living, the package-tour sched- 
ule doesn't leave much time to party. They 
pullinto the amphitheater parking lot, idle 
for about a half hour, change out of their 
sweatpants into rocker gear (for Valo, the 
same D&G suit he wore the previous day) 
and hit the stage. Forty minutes, nine songs 
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and one Jéigermeister sales-rep meet-and- 
greet later, they're back in the bus checking 
ESPN.com for hockey news. 

here's a hockey league for bands in 
Finland,” says Karppinen, whose tattoos, 
along with the requisite heartagram, also 
include the Pittsburgh Penguins’ logo and 
Mario Lemieux’s number 66. “We have cool 
jerseys. They are camouflage.” 

The next stop is Phoenix. Around mid- 
night, their bus lumbers into a truck stop/ 
casino/mall/restaurant. For the average 
rock band, this would afford a chance for 
snickering mockery of the admittedly te 
rifying clientele. But the men of HIM were 
born without the American irony chip. 
Their sense of the inane is a little more 
pure. Theysurvey the 19 kinds of beef jerky 
and wander like visiting Martians amid the 
zombies playing quarter slots. 

Valo, a black hoodie pulled low over 
an English riding cap, walks past the 
Playboy mugs toward a 
stocked entirely with Christian apparel. 
The Mountain Dew logo has been mutated 
to proclaim “Jesus Meant to DIE for You.” 
The MySpace logo has been repurposed to 
say “Jesus Died for MySpace in Heaven.” 
Hestandsagape trying to figure out what's 
being perverted: the corporate logos or 
the religious context. Finally, he choos- 
es one that says “Follow Jesus: Fisher of 
Men, with an imagea little like the Miami 
Dolphins logo. Blender wonders, when 
does America stop seeming bizarre? He 
grins satanically: “Never? (ssa) 
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TWENTY FAMILIES ENTER, 
BUT ONLY ONE CAN LEAVE AS... 











YOUNG TURKS 


t 


ALY AND AJ 


PROS 
tarting a women's 
lingerie line 


pros 
drugs; groupies 


PROS 


Abs; Beard: Barbie Doll lool 





cons 
cons Shaved beards; loved by 
ing name; self nd Europeans 
anchiness d 





cons 











Mouse marketing muscle 


Hello Kitty endorsement 
underage fan base 





THE CYRUSES ‘S THE SIMPSONS 
Pros Pros 
ks; Mic Hannah Montana; Breasts; Ashlee’s nose job 





t 





ish push 


cons 
The mullet; Doc 


cons 
Joe; acid reflux 





THE SHOW! 


Before minting its own sheet-soaking blend of hip-hop and R&B, prety 
fucky’s quartet of brothers were backup dancers for an older sibling. 
‘The rowowut brothers—Nathan, Caleb and Jared—were dragged by 
their alcoholic preacher dad from one church revival to the 
next, but later hooked up with a cousin to play the Devil's 
music as nies oFtg0¥. Homeschooled queens of tween atyand 
er asMicHaLka’s Disney-fueled, multimedia assault includes 
threealbums, a movie, several TV appearances and numerous 














DOWN 





endorsement deals. mueycrmus shares the Michalkas’ love of all things 

Jesus and Disney, butalso has a father—an.yaavornus, the hocke 

pretty boy behind the 1992 hit “Achy, Breaky Heart"—: 
sister who star with her on the Disney Chann 
series, Hannah Montana. But even the Cyruses must bow to 
the media empire forged by sessica and astueesimpson’s overbear- 
ing Baptist-minister-turned-manager dad, Joe—and his will 
ingness to sacrifice their lives at the altar of fame. 















THE WINNER: THE 


SIMPSONS 
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THELENNONS is. THE DYLANS vs THEALLMANS vs) THEMARLEYS (Vs) THE WILSONS 
PROS PROS PROS PROS PROS 
Beatles; Double Fantasy Bob; Wallflowers Duane’s guitar Bob; Bob's insatiable | Brian; Dennis 
Gregg’s voice libido; Rita's tolerance for 
CONS cONS - a = wes CONS 
Julian; bed-ins Jesus; acting cons | Bobiinetiabletihide: | sere "Kokam 
motorcycle: CONS Wilson Phillips 
| “£8 personal life Cancer 








JOHN LENNON'S resume is impeccable, but Yoxo’s avant-garde noise is a 
i asterisk, their son sean’s two albums have been commer- 
\d the less-said-about son suua’s 1984 featherweight pop 
confection “Too Late for Goodbyes” the better. Only one 

2.2 









of BoB DYLAN’ sons, JakoB, went into the family business, but 
he’s sold 4 million albums fronting the Wallflowers. ouane 





awn died in a motoreycle wreck in 1971, thus sparing him _ nl 





the sight of brother erese’s 1975 marriage to Cher, which 


| ae i | 





produced one son—ausawauwe, who now heads the forgettable goth 

rockers Deadsy—and one atrocious album (credited to Allman and 

Woman). Reggae icon sosmantey sired at least eight children (with eight 

different women), some of whom were either in the Melody 

J —_ Makers with oldest son aay or have released reasonable solo 

albums—including naman, whose Welcome to Jamrock won 

a Grammy. But for a musical legacy tethered to familial 
drama, the wuson brothers’ seacheovsare hard to beat. 











THE WINNER: THE WILSONS 








‘PRETTY FICK ARNOLD TURNER/WREIMAGE: KINGS OF LEON: SETH GROWARNIK/WIRERIAGE; ALY AND A: TODD WLIARSON/WIREMPAGE: CYRUSES: GREGG NEGUNRE WIREIMAGE: SIMPSONS: KEVIN 
"MAZURUWIREIMAGE WILSONS UF HARLEYS LO STOCR/CORGIS, ALUVANS, MICHAEL DCMS ANCMIVES/GETTY IMAGES: DYLANG. AP PHOTO, LENNONS, HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY MAGES 
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GREATEST DYNASTY 








OH, BROTHER 





THE OSMONDS ¥ THE WAYS . THE GIBBS ) THE JACKSONS 
PROS PROS PROS PROS PROS 




































hy Donny’s | Longevity; “Shout” The Black Parade; MCRmy jturday Night Michael pre-1993; 
facing humor | dae Gane Fever net; “I Want You Back" 
CONS ‘The IRS Sunlight; marriage CONS — CONS 
Mormonism; “Puppy ly; Sgt. Pepper's Lonely ichael pos Martin 
Love Hearts Club Band Bashir; 
| THE SHOWDOWN, 
Emerging from The Andy Williams Show, the osmonoanoTuens stormed— wav of mYcHEMICAL RoMANGE boast two platinum albums and public battles 
OK, politely ambled—into the '70s, offering parent-friendly pop that with booze, coke (Gerard) and depression (Mikey), Brothers parry, 
yielded a string of hits, numerous TV shows and poNNy aNO ‘maurice andl Roanciae have sold over 180 million records as the 





seecees, and manufactured hits for their dubiously talented, 
frequently drug-addled younger brother, avo, But the Gibbs 
are no match for the madly ambitious, prodigiously dysfune- 
tional vacksow family: five decades of hits only overshadowed 
by their penchant for unceasingly bizarre public spectacle. 





wari, ‘The istey BROTHERS Scored iconic ‘ock hits in the 
‘60s, crafted groundbreaking soul in the '70s and had R, 
Kelly revive their career in the late ‘90s and early ‘00s—% 

development soured by ronato's 2006 tax-evasion convie- 
tion, Pasty New Jersey comic-book geeks ceraro and MIKEY 


| — = _ 
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THE WINNER: THE JACKSONS 

















‘AROMIVES/CORBIS-CARTERS/CASHES. ROBERT KNIGHTINETNA,WhLLAMSES NCHATL GMS AMCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES: WAINWPIGHTS: GIA JAMES/GRAYLOCK COMURETN THOMPSONS. MICHAEL 


‘Os\oNS: PETER MAZELISUNSHINE/RETHSLEYS: MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES/CORRIS. WAYS: JASON JOVCE/CORBSS OUTLINE: BBS: CHS WAC erica nana a ae 
PUTLANOVTETNAUN. OSBOURNE: DAVE HOCAN/GETTY IMAGES, 
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THE WAINWRIGHTS/ Vs) THE WILLIAMSES ys) THE CARTERS/ 





THE OSBOURNES Vs) THE THOMPSONS (\s 

















pied ate McGARRIGLES pies CASHES 
Black Sabbath; The airport Convention; LY Hank Sr; Hank J anor 
Onbournes divorce Rufus; Loudon; Kate cons Johnny; the Carter Family 
cons CONS and Anna Booze; carly death cons 
‘opyeat showslike | Sufism; Linda’ tone hateabs 
immons Family} dysphoni Galas sons 
Jewels | 
| 





THE SHOWDOWN 








KELLY ossouRNe inherited dad oz2y's antisocial tendencies, but not his _pioncer/incorrigible fuckup HANK WILLIAMS sR, died at 29, his son, HANK 
musical gift. During the 10 years ex-Fairport Conventioneer ricWaro JR. became the world’s best Hank Sr. impersonator, then refashioned 
THomPsoN was married to LINDA PeTERs, they joined a Sufi commune, __ himselfas.a massively successfull Southern rocker; his grandson HANK 
had two kids—reooy and kamita, both future singer- in plays punk-blitzed country and his granddaughter 
songwriters—and created 1982's divorce-folk classic Shoot Hotty released her country debut in 2004. But when 
Out the Lights. Acerbic singer-songwriter LOUDON WAINWRIGHT JOWNNY CASH married JUNE CARTER, he united country’s 
i married fellow folkic kare MecanRIGLE and produced singe past and present, and created a dynasty of hitmaking 
songwriter siblings MARTHA and nurus. After country-music and legendary substance abuse. 





























THE WINNER: THE CARTERS/CASHES 
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GREATEST DYNASTY 
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THE SIMPSONS (is) THE WILSONS | THE JACKSONS \s. THE CARTERS/CASHES 
Between Jessica's doomed marriage to third-tier boy-band hunk Arguably, the King of Pop’s and the Man in Black’s accomplish- 
Nick Lachey and both sisters’ apparent insistence on dating ments cancel each other out. The caRrenramuy wins points for a 





only musicians (Pete Wentz, Ryan Cabrera, John Mayer, Adam surprising level of dysfunction—after ap.and sana divorced, Sara 
Levine), the simpsons are admirably trying to expand their dy married A.P’s cousin. But the sacksons's first four singles are the most 
tic reach, But even when you consider the 8 million or so albums flawless how-do-you-do in pop history, and the group was impres- 



























they've sold, they're out of their depth here. The witsons’ successes sively dysfunctional —tro, sack, sermaiie and papa voe were rumored 
dwarf the Simpsons'—hell, witson pHiLups sold 8 million records to have indulged with groupies while mwas. and Manion watched. 
themselves—and as inappropriate as Joe Simpson's comments Beyond that, Carter/cast's supporting players (JUNE, ROSANNE, CARLENE) 
about his daughters’ breasts are, they're certainly less inappro- best the Jacksons’ backbench (nesai, Jermaine, Tova); but ultimately, 
priate than patriarch murray making son eaian shit on a newspa- savers commercial clout (over 45 million albums sold) and bizarre 
per in front of his family as punishment for misbehaving. anties (hello, wardrobe malfunction!) prove decisive. 
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THE WINNER: THE WILSONS THE WINNER: THE JACKSONS 
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Both families’ taskmaster dads were frustrated musicians who hoisted their thwarted dreams on their children, According to a MICHAEL 
Jackson documentary, Joe used to beat Michael and then literally pour salt into his wounds. MuaRY WILSON reportedly whacked Brian 
in the head so hard it caused permanent hearing damage (Brian later denied this). For a while, both approaches produced their 
desired effects: The Beack BoYs became a hitmaking machine in the mid~60s, culminating in the pop masterpiece Pet Sounds. But 
the Jacksons’ successful run was longer—from the Jackson 5's late~60s heyday to Michael's and Janet's world-beating solo careers 
in the 80s and ‘90s. And the abuse took its toll. BRIAN WILSON became a fat, insane, reclusive man-child; brother DENNIS befriended 
Charles Manson and drowned in 1983; cousin MIKE LOVE grew into a litigious prick, suing for publishing royalties, use of the band’ 
name and supposedly to keep Dennis from snatching the hat off his head. But compared to the Jacksons—a family where you can 
your brother's ex-fiancée, convert to Islam, move to Dubai and still be considered one of the sane ones (see Jermaine)—the 
. For the last 15 years, the Jacksons—particularly Michael—have lived out their failures in just as public 
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HANEAROOY/SUNSHINE/TETNA, WILSONS. GLENNA. GANETUREDFERNS ETNA 


WEAR THE BRACELET? 









chosen to wear The Bracele 


; Ben Bridge Jewelers and 
or visit us at WWW.UNTIL.O} HE 


Blender Q&A 


“Vim Not a Girl Anymore” 


AFTER TWO ROUGH BREAKUPS—ONE WITH HER BOYFRIEND, O: 
HER RECORD LABEL—SINGER/PIANO-TICKLER Vanessa Cariton RE 
i NEW FAMOUS FRIENDS AND A FOND?) 





SOM 


By JONAU WEINER 
Photograph by SHAWN MORTENSEN 





You started playing piano when you were 2 and ballet dancing at 9, 
Did you ever have a rebellious phase—or were you always a preco- 
cious twerp? Are you saying I'm a goody two-shoes? I also rode 
horses, too, if I can just fill out the stereotype. My rebellion 
came a little late, when I was 17. 'd been living in a dorm in 
New York City for ballet school since I was 14, and I hadn't 
really taken advantage of that. One day I was just like, “Holy 
shit. This is the Devil's playground!” 














What's the most trouble you got into? I didn’t get arrested or 
hing. I just started partying. And I dropped out of ballet 
school. It’s such a regimented life. If you're going to tell me to 
do something, I'm going to question it. 


You're into Anne Rice and J.R.R. Tolkien, and you recorded part 
of your last album at George Lucas’s Skywalker Ranch. On a 
scale of one to Nimoy, how much of a geek are you? Um, what 
is Nimoy? 














Well, you're cooler than we thought. He's the guy who played Spock 
on Star Trek. | don’t like Star Trek. | was never into space. 1 like 
the old: the Shire. Vampires. I love elves and hobbits. At Sky- 
walker I did see the original Lightsaver, though. Is that what 
it’s called? The sword thing? 

Close enough for a girl. Kanye West called your 2002 hit “A Thou- 
sand Miles” “the white song that all black people like.” Do you have 
a big African-American fan base? A lot of rappers seem to like it, 
T was backstage at a radio show ach from Naughty by 
Nature came up to me and said, going to be my next 
baby mama.” I thought to myself, “Well, this is hitting a buzzer 
for a certain type of guy!” 

Your new album, Heroes & Thieves, is coming out on Irv Gotti's 
hip-hop label, The Inc. How did a notorious playa like Gotti court 
s pitch was this: “You're the motherfucking shit, 
, “Great! I've been waiting for that reaction my whole life. 
funny, he has this called a Maybach, and the first time 
he came to pick me up, I called it a Maytag by accident. I called 






























wa 














hi 00,000 car a dishwasher. But he was OK with that. He 
calls it his Maytag now, 








“Youcan’thea 
child star and 
benormal.” 
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He brought the world Ja Rule and Ashanti, Did he try to get you to. 
sing over booty beats? Oh, yeah! [Rolls her eyes.] I'm all about 
the ass beats, 






Are you sexy-ing up yourself on this album? Let's put it this 
Tm 27 now. I started writing some of the songs on my fir 
record when T was 16, I was a girl. I'm not a girl anymor 
the right time for me to do a complete frontal nude shot, b 
cally. [Laughs.] 

Now that you're sharing a label with Ja, are you afraid 50 Cent is 
going to write a mean rhyme about you? God, I hope so. I want 
a beef! 

You recently split with your longtime boyfriend, Third Eye Blind 
frontman Stephan Jenkins. What went wrong? Be quiet. Tam not 
talking about that with you. 











You've been telling audiences lately, “Never date a musician." 
Translation: He was a two-timing, self-absorbed artiste? No! 1 
adore him, But, look, every girl knows she'll get her heart bro- 
ken if she dates the lead singer of a band. 

You've become close friends with Stevie Nicks. What do you two 
do for fun? We'll go out, play dress up, She cracks me up. [went 
on a plane with her once, and she did a split in the aisle. She's 
always the coolest chick in the room. I'm so lucky to have found 
mentor in her. I think men mentor men more than women 
mentor women. Women can be so territorial—they don't help 
each other, 

Say it's an average Friday night, Are you curled up with some De- 
bussy sheet music by 10 pm.? No. I'm out drinking at my local 
pub. I've gone out partying with Irv, too, drinking on so-and- 


























Can you keep up with him? Please! I'm more hardcore than heis. 
I don’t know if it’s because I'm Russian, but you could stick an 
IV full of vodka in me and I'm immune to it. 





ls booze your only vice? I've been through tours where I was 
smoking pot every day. I'm more ofa stoner than anything el 
but I've tried everything. Except heroin. 





What's the one drug you'll never do again? I'll do them all again! 


Play life coach for a moment. What do Britney and Lindsay need to 
do to get themselves back on track? I've never met them, but I 
empathize, These are young women, struggling. We should all 
be rooting for them to figure it out. A lot of the trouble is in the 
parents—the stage moms exploiting their children. It’s going 
to fuck up anyone. You can’t be a child star and be normal. You 
can't, I wasn’t even nearly as much of a child star as those girls. 
Twas just a ballet dancer. And I'm still recovering. (aoa) 

















“NO, YOU MAY NOT 
TICKLE MY IVORIES.” 











BUG SPRAY! FRIENDSHIP BRACELETS! BUCKY f 
COVINGTON! BLENDER PACKS A SLEEPING BAG AND | -— 
HEADS OFF TO-THE 10-DAY POP-STAR TUTORIAL— ¢ i 
AND MULTIPLATFORM BRAND EXTENSION—THAT 
_olS AMERICAN IDOL SUMMER CAMP. 
# 2 a 
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(CAMPERS at 
MORNING STRETCH: 
RUBEN STUDDARD 
COULD HAVEUSED 
"| SOME OF THIS, 


IN SINGING. 





Where is Simon Cowell when 


you need him? 


It's a gorgeous summer afternoon at a 
former boarding school in Massachusetts. 
The sun is shining, the grass cool beneath 
bare feet. The leafy, redbrick campus 
glimmers with Victorian splendor, like 
Hogwarts gone New England. And in front 
of us, on a makeshift plywood stage, a dar- 
ling, doe-eyed little git bsolutely buteh- 
ering Christina Aguilera's “Beautiful.” Her 
rhythm is clumsy, her warbling off-key. 
. n't begin to describe it. 
But the nasty Simon dig ne 
There's z 
your thing, dawg,” Inst 
pure Paula: “We love you 
*Whooooo!” 
‘You'rea star!” 

Welcome to the fi American 
Idol summer camp. from all over 
the country have flocked to this hilly vale 
a few hours west of Boston, with a twin- 
kle in their eyes, a song in their hearts and 
SpongeBob pillows in their duffel bag: 
For 10 “magic-filled days” in July, they'll 
brave mosquitoes, sunburns and lots and 
lots of Tater Tots, all in the hopes of becom- 
ing the next Kelly Clarkson—or at least the 
next Kellie Pickler. Call it American Idyll: 
a bucolic boot camp for aspiring pop stars, 
Fame meets Salute Your Short 

ngislife, my passion,’ says Robert, 

a self-proclaimed diva in pajama-pant 
is is where I belong.” 


eee 
HAVE YOUEVER cirecimed ofbeinga st 


That's the call that went out last April, 
when American Idol announced it was 
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throwing open its doors, Wonka-like, to 
300 lucky kids between the ages of 12 and 
15. For $2,900 each, they'd get the chanc: 

to rub elbows with former Idols, meet sur- 
prise guests (“confirmation pending”) and 
study with pros who could“help [them] on 
[their] way to stardom.” Organizers won't 
ay how many applications they received 
(“We don't want to scare people away, says 
executive producer Scott Kramer), but you 
can bet it’s a lot. For the last si Idol 
has been the country’s great uniter, bring- 


































Idol Camp 





civilization—there’s no denying the show's 
track record. America’s Next Top Model 
has yet to launch an A-list catwalk career, 
and no Fortune 500 company hi 
Apprentice grad as its CEO. But American 
Idol mints genuine stars. For a generation 
of would-be chart-toppers, it’s become 
the qui route to pop suce 
open to eve} and Sanjay 
amicrophone anda dream. 

But how realistic are those dreams? 
Has Idol empowered fans to follow their 
hearts—or created a nation of hopelessly 
deluded young fame-hounds? “Of all the 
kids here, maybe two could make it past the 
first round,” says Jon Peter Lewis, a fina 
ist on Idol's season three and an instruc- 
tor at the camp. “Plenty of them could be 


































the Gen-Y version of Rock’n’ Roll Fantasy 


Camp: Instead of Roger Daltrey and Ted Nugent, you get 
Vonzell Solomon and Ace Young. 





ing together rich and poor, blue state and 
red, Gershwin-loving grandmas and text- 
happy tweens—a rare instance of cultur: 
al consensus in an increasingly fractured 
What kid wouldn'tapp 
Lewis might be there!) 

For FremantleMedia, which copro- 
duces the TV show, Idol Camp was a no- 
brainer. “We're constantly inundated with 
requests from younger kids to interact with 
the brand,” says Keith Hindle, Fremantle’s 
executive vice president for licensing and 
the man who first proposed the camp. “You 
have to be 16 to try out for the show, but 
this is a place where kids can learn what 
really like to bea performer: 

Yo matter which side of the Jdol debate 


























you're on—landscape-shifting beacon of 
festering cancer on the soul of 





populism v 





great backup singers. But these kids don’t 
want to be backup singers. They want to 
be stars. 

Georgia Napolitano has w 
astar since she wa: 
remember 
mysticde: 
“Twas lis 











anted to be 
‘always 
3th-century 
avision of the Madonna. 
















1 knew every single word. Ever since then, 
I've known this is what I wanted to do.” 
She's sitting at a wooden picnic table, 
vearing a black spaghetti-strap top, khaki 
short-shorts and silver aviators, and 
looking a grade or two older than her 15 
years. Her face is wide and pretty, and her 
brown hair is splashed with highlights. 
Earlier this summer she had two teeth >> 























IDOL CAMP 


removed, to accommodate her new braces. 
“Tneed to have perfect teeth for when I'm 
famous,” she says. 

Georgia started taking singing lessons 
at age 9. At 10, when her family was living 
in Spain, she won a kind of Pop Idol for kids, 
and last year she was invited to London to 
perform at a party for David Beckham. In 
2004 she auditioned for teen-pop impresa- 
rio Lou Pearlman; he liked her but said she 
was tooyoung. “Ireally thoughtit was going 
to happen then, she says wistfully. Nowshe 
takes dance classes, acts in a theater near 
her home in Austin, Texas, and trains witha 
voice coach twice a week. She reveres Xtina 
and says she'd love to work with Timbaland. 
And she watches American Idolevery week. 
One day at open mic, she sings Etta James's 
“At Last’—the downfall of countless Idol 
wannabes—and nails it perfectly. 

“If anyone here could make it to 
Hollywood,” says Lewis, “it’s Georgia” 


Ok 


ANIDOL CAMPER'S day begins at 7:45 a.., 
with the Pop-Tarts Crazy-Good Morning 
Stretch. From there it’s breakfast—eggs, 
fresh fruit, OJ—and then on to the main 
tent for Morning Sing. The rest of the day 
is full of classes like Gotta Dance, Soul 































“These kids know exactly what they want to do with 
their lives,” says Idolalum Bucky Covington. “It 


blows my mind.” 


Sounds and Sing, Sing, Sing. (There's 
also time for “traditional camp act! 
ties,’ which apparently means swimming, 
volleyball and arts & crafts, not wedgies, 
Indian burns and archery mishaps.) Then 
it’sa master class with an A/ musical direc- 
tor or wardrobestylist, followed by dinner, 
an evening performance, a nightly wrap- 
up and then back to the dorms for lights- 
outat 9:30. 

And through it all, the campers si 
They sing when they wake up and whent 
gotobed. Theysingin class andon their 
to class and after cl: *y sing in the 
eteria. They sing in the shower. They sing 
Fergie, they sing Shania, they sing Motown, 
and most of all they sing show tunes— 
Dreamgi Hairspray, Wicked. If some 
melisma-hating terrorist were to detonatea 

irty bomb in north-central Massachusetts 














































is week, the future of American musical 
theater would be d 

At lunch one 
precocious, polka-dotted 























ve my whole life planned out!” 
ps between bites of an oatme: 
cookie. “Do you want to hear it? 
ensuing monologue is too long to relate 
here, but it involves Broadway, a network 
sitcom, a handsome husband—“not an 
actor"—and three kids named Hudson, 
Riley and Harper. Or maybe Kenzie. She 
hasn't decided. 

zers stress that the camp isn’t a 
to Hollywood. “Acceptance 
into Idol Camp will not result in placement 
on American Idol; readsa disclaimeronthe 
Web site. There are no AI producers roam- 
ing the grounds, no talent scouts. Says one 
teacher: “These kids aren't getting am 
they couldn't get from a good publi 
arts program.’ Instead, thelure of Idol Camp 
is the whiff of fame it provides. It’s the 
Gen Y version of Rock'n'Roll Fantasy Camp: 
In place of Roger Daltrey and Ted Nugent, 
you get AI alums like Vonzell Solomon 
and Ace Young. That the show's actual 
stars (Clarkson, Jennifer Hudson, Carrie 






























Underwood) are nowhere to be found hard- 
lyseems to matter. As Jon Peter Lewis says, 
These ‘ 









is don’t care about me. They're 
excited about what I represent.” 
One of the most popular ex-Idol 
Bucky Covington, the affable country 
singer who finished eighth in 2006. He's 
at camp for a day, visiting classes, signing 
autographs and generally being adored. “I 
must have given aboutathousand hugs,” he 
says later, Dylan, a giddy 13-year-old farm 
boy from Ohio, seems particularly stoked: 
“We actually got to sing for somebody with 
avideo on CMT!” 
at night, Covington sits for a Q&A 
session. Most of the questions are flufly 
fun—“Which Idol did you ea crush 
‘Are you good at soccer?”—but some 
show real insight: What kind of contract 
did you have to sign for the show? Did your 
friends treat you differently afterward? 
What advice do you have for us possible 
future American Idol winner 
‘To its detractors, Idols sin 
It’s cruel, it's amateurish, it’s cheesier than 
nonster-size celebration 
sniffed, that preys 
s of the naiv 
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ing open the 





FOR WEEKS, 
THE DREAM HAS 
FOLLOWED HIM 

EVERYWHERE. 

















factory gates and lifting the curtain on 
the star- -making machine, the show offers 
glimpses of pop stars at their most tedi- 
rehea ame song for hours, 
mistake, getting 
and still having to shoot Ford 








tired and sicka 





IT DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE 
A DREAM 

ANYMORE. 

















comme! . Thanks to reality TV, today 
teens might be hungrier for fame than any 
generation in history—but they're also the 
best equipped for it. 
When I was 14, all I wanted to be was 
15,’ Covington tells us. “These kids know >> 












BUT TODAY, SOMETHING IS 
DIFFERENT. 
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4 BUT THE TIME... PERHAPS 
IT 1S NOT YET RIGHT. 








IDOL CAMP 


exactly what they 
Ttblows my mind. 
Butis that healthy? we wonder. 
He thinks for a minute. “That, I'm not 


want to dowith theirlives. 














themostlucrativeentertainmentbrandofall 
time: a global multimedia empire worth an 
y the GDP of 
Mongolia. In 2004consumersspentan esti- 
mated $215 million on Jdol-branded prod- 
ucts: sweatshirts, blue: mes- 
senger bags, stationer ice cream, 
Barbies, Happy Mez Station games, 
digital cameras, karaoke machines, even 

























Chicken Soup for the American Idol Soul. 
Currently in the works are a Vegas show, a 
theme-park attraction and an Idol cruise. 





It’s all part of what Fremantle’s Hindle calls 
“monetizing the brand.” 
We've always been keen to make Idol 
a year-round property.” Hindle say: 
show is only on from January to May 
camp is a way to keep it in people's 
makeit part of the cultural consciousness,’ 
Of course, compared to the 31 million 
fans who watched this year’s finale, 300 kids 
is pretty insignificant. Idol Camp doesn’t 
even turn a profit, and probably won't for 





























SURE AM GLAD 
THIS RAIN 
FINALLY STOPPED, 
HUH HIROP 













“The ben 
Hindle says, 
the media coverage these 
kids get”: the free public- 
ity in hometown papers, 
local news broadcasts and, 
yes, magazinearticles. And 
becausethelong-term plan 
is to recruit enough corpo- 
rate sponsors to make the 
camptotally free, joan. 
attractive investment for 
what Hindle terms “altru- 
istically minded adverti 
ers.” Underprivileged kids 
get to meet their favorite 
stars, companies get prime 
product placementand positive PR, and the 
Idol brand gets customers for life. 

It’s easy to be cynical about all this— 
especially because it seems to be working, 
tor, Donna Mil 
embles the kids in the main tent 
to discuss what they like about camp, and 
what they think could be better. Most of the 
suggestions are predictable; later curfews, 
warmer showers, air-conditioning. Near the 
end, atiny girl in glasses raises her hand. 

“Maybe next year there could be, like, a 
2” she says. 





















WINGS: CAMPE! 
BACKSTAGE AT 

































DID YOU WATCH THE 
SPIRITS GAME? 


i 





WASSA 
MATTER, HIRO? 
YOU'VE GOT 
THE CAT'S 

TONGUE.. 
























































WAITING IN THE 


RS. 





DRESS REMEARSA 





you 
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Milani Luther looks confused. 
mean in case you forgot something? Li 
a toothbrush? 

‘The girl shakes her head, “No—some- 
place where we could buy Idol Camp stuff, 
You know, like shirts. Or DVDs.” 


* kK 
AS CAMP WINDS down, homesickness 


starts to set in. In the set-building class, a 
glum-looking group of girls commiserates 
around a power saw. “I haven't been to the 
mall in forever,” says Randi, 
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NO PITCHING! 








whE DOESN'T 
HAVE YOURS! 
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DESTINY? GOT TIME FOR 2 
? il THAT STUFF?_A\ 
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TIME? HAH. FUNNY YOU 


SHOULD MENTION TIME... 





st time I had 
ys Moriah, frowning. 
s Kendall. 
Georgia, meanwhile, couldn’tbe happi- 
er. This morning she found out she'd been 
invited to sing the national anthem ata Red 
Sox game next week. Byafternoon the news 
is all over the camp— 
ter, and nota little jealous 
It’s a tricl 









hing, balancing all thes 
egos, and Idol Camp does an admit 





ble job. The staff doles out praise like lol- 
lipops, and even the pitchiest of open- 
mic performances earns raves from fel- 
low campers. “Our goal was to create asup- 
portive environment,’ says Milani Luther, a 
Montessori-school principal with a T-shirt 
that reads KINDNESS REGARDLESS. Unlike 
the show, she says, “Idol Campisnotacom- 
petition”: There are no auditions, no voting 
and no such thing as a bottom three. 

Thenagain, we're talkingaboutabunch 
ofambitious, hyperdramatic teens. “There's 
competition ever ys Savanna, M4, 
as she braids a friendship bracelet. “The 
girlsare the worst. They act nice, but behind 
your back...” 

In some ways, Savanna is the anti- 
Georgia. She plays guitar in a rock band, 
loves the Ramones and System of a Down, 

















MINE APPEARS TO 
HAVE ARRIVED! 


ll 


The legend is reborn 


and wears skull-and-crossbones Vans. She 
dyes her blond hair black, to match her fin- 
gernails. She's not much of an dol fan— 
“T've seen like one episode’"—but she paid 
for camp out of her college money because 
she wants to learn to sing better. 

‘st I thought I was going to hate it 
“The two girls I met on the 
planewerelike,’‘Oh, my God! I shop! I cheer- 
lead’ That’s so not me. But I've met some 
really awesome people.” 

On Saturday, the momsand dadsarrive 
forthe big inspirational final show. Its mes- 
sages are simple: Be yourself, Work hard. 
‘Take risks. Support each other. And never, 
ever, stop following your dreams. (Also, 
don't forget to tune into dol season seven, 
starting in January on Fox.) Paula would 
love it, and the parents seem delighted. 
“There's nothing better than seeing kids 
having good, clean fun,” beams a grand- 
mother who flew in from Kentucky. The 
finale gets a standing ovation, and the kids 
soak it up, Some people waita lifetime fora 
moment like this. Others, until junior high, 

At sunset, the kids gather on a hill- 
side for one last campfire. It’s full of sweet 
moments: inside jokes, ghost stories, rem- 
iniscences about that funny thing from 
three days ago. Lots of people cry. Nobody 

















WHERE DOES 
THE STORY END? 
i! 


wants to say goodbye. 

“Do we have any sores?” someone 
asks. 

“No,” says a counselor, “but we have 
S'mores Pop-Tarts...” 


BACK HOME IN Texas, Georgia is glad she 
went... mostly. “Learned alot about team- 
work,” she says. “But the classes weren't 
really on my level. I’m not saying everyone 
else sucked—you could just tell who had it 
and who didn't.” Overall, she pronounces it 
“more ‘fun’ than ‘professional.” 

Next summer, after she finishes 10th 
grade, she and her mom may move to New 
York. They'll be closer to agents that way, 
and more available for auditions. She'll 
also be 16 by then—old enough to try out 
for American Idol. She's not sure yet which 
song she'll sing: “It used to be ‘Fallin! by 
Alicia Keys, but Simon hates thatsong,” 

We ask where she sees herself in five 
years. “Definitely on the charts,” she nods. 
“World tour, Super Bowl, all that good stuff. 
Helping children. Starting a chari 

As for the possibility of failure? “I've 
thought about it, but not seriously,’ she 
says. “I believe in myself too much, I just 
hope everyone else does, too." ss) 











SEE THE MINI-EPIC FILM 
‘THE LEGEND REBORN” 
AT SUBARU.COM/LEGEND OR 
TXT WRXI TO 742350 


From the east it comes, conceived in thunder, born from lightning. The all-new Subaru Impreza 


WRX. Breathing fire from its 2.5-fiter 


mighty talons take hold with road gripping All Whi 


Ready for action. It’s what makes 


a Subaru, a Subaru. 


-horsepower turbocharged Subaru Boxer engine, its 
| Drive standard. Prepare to meet your destiny, 
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sLT-47X788 47-INCH LCD 
‘Smart Sound feature keeps 
Yolume constant when ads 
Bon, while the Digital Video 
Reduction cuts down on the 
#s graininess—ideal for your 
ith viewing of Night in 
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SCREENS POPPIN 


Chart-toppers put the season's coolest flat-screen TVs to the test 


By JOHN MIHALY and JON COPLON 
Photographs by DAVID HARRY STEWART 
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—men-—-42-INCH LC! 


= _ features and weird acronyms 
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Bey cearcunesrauo7 | 
{ SHARP AQUOS 
LC-32D43U 
32-INCH LCD 
With Sharp's Black TFT low- 





’ 


‘ , guaranteeing a snug fit for all 


GEAR GUIDE/FALL '07 


reflection coating, no matter 
how much sunlight hits the 
screen, you'll always see the 
picture clearly—a feature that 
will come in handy if you ever 
move out of your parents’ 
basement. 

‘$1,100; sharpusa.com 


2 PANASONIC 
TH-50PZ750U 
50-INCH PLASMA 


This Panasonic series repro- 
duces colors just as they ap- 
pear on the monitors used in 
fancy Hollywood film-editing 
suites—so you'll be able to 
enjoy the sight of human 
viscera in the exact hues 

Eli Roth intended. 

$4,000; panasonic.com 


3 SAMSUNG LN-T3253H 
32-INCH LCD 
Ifyour Halo @ skills aren't 
what they could be, don't 
despair: Samsung has 
teamed up with Microsoft to 
develop Game Mode, which 
ae sound, image quality 
ind—very important when 
ee to those lightning- 










ick fragfests—onscreen 
sponse times. 
1,100; samsung.com 
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4 JVC LT-47x788 i 

47-INCH LCD 3 
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\ 5 BOSE IN-EAR 8 
HEADPHONES — 


These high-quality buds 
come with small, medium 
and large silicone covers, 


size earholes. 
$100; bose.com 
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6 AUDIOVOX IPEAZOTHR 


Does all this talk of special 


leave you scratching your 
head? To keep it simple, 
check out this Audiovox. It's 
got 1080p resolution (trust 
us, you want that) and dual 
HDMI inputs (um, you can 
plug stuff into it). 

$2,000; audiovox.com 
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GEAR GUIDE/FALL '07 


The Plain White T's 
sex tape—coming. 
soon to a P2P site 
near you, 
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{ PIONEER ELITE KURO 
PRO-IISOHD 50-INCH 
PLASMA 
Based on the signal it's receiv- 
ing, Pioneer's plasma set can 
differentiate between news, 
cartoons, sports and (on the rare 
‘occasion MTV plays them) music 
videos, optimizing the picture 
accordingly. 
$4,500; pioneerelectronics.com 


2 KLIPSCH iGROOVE SXT 
iPOD SPEAKER 


This lightweight and stylish iPod 
speaker is the perfect comple~ 











ment to your “jet-set’—a.k.a. 
lifestyle. 
lipsch.com 
‘TV party 
tonight: Bassist 
Retondo cleans 
up real nice. 
> 














































3 CANON HRIO HD 
CAMCORDER 
Canon's tiny wonder records hi- 
def video directly to a DVD. 
Hopefully your straight-to- 
DVD movies will be better than 
Leprechaun 4: In Space. 
$1,200; usa.canon.com 


4 LG 37LB5D 37-INCH LCD 
LG's viewing angle of 178 degrees 
means that even if you're stuck 
on the far end of the couch, you 
can still get a crystal-clear view of 
Wayne Brady chastising forgetful 
karaoke singers. 
$2,000; Igusa.com 


5 MOTOROLA RAZR? VOM 
This even-slimmer follow-up to 
the iconic RAZR boasts Crystal- 
Talk technology, which ensures 
you can hear your buddy on the 
other end of the line—even when 
you're nattering away in a noisy 
rock club, 
$250 with two-year contract; 
motorola.com 


6 ALTEC LANSING 
INMOTION iMTS25 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER 
Listening to your MP3s on your 
cell phone's tinny little speakers 
sucks, Blast your tunes through 
this Bluetooth-enabled wireless 
speaker instead. 
$130; alteclansing.com 
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PLAIN 
WHITET'S 


Near-fatal van crashes! Deceitful girls! 
Rihanna! Nothing can stop 

emo’s latest stars 

By MARK YARM 


“THE FACT THAT I lived was just ridiculous,” says 
Tom Higgenson, frontman for Chicago-based fivesome 
Plain White T’s, as he coolly recounts the most forma- 
tive experience of his life over lunch at a tiny Middle 
Eastern restaurant in New York. “Everything just hap- 
pened so perfectly.” The 28-year-old singer pauses. “As 
perfect as a horrific car accident can be.” 

In 1999, Higgenson—whose name you probably don’t know, 
but whose band’s ubiquitous summer ballad “Hey There Delilah” 
you likely do—was driving his van on I-88 in Illinois when an- 
other motorist cut him off. Higgenson swerved and lost control 
of his vehicle, which proceeded to flip over about eight times. Be- 
ing young and irresponsible surely saved the singer's life: With- 
out a seat belt to restrain him, he was flung out the van's side 
door and onto the highway’s grassy median; the van, meanwhile, 
was totaled. 


“NOW WHENIWRITEA 
LOVE SONG, | ACTUALLY 
MEAN IT.” Tom HiGGENSON 




















Higgenson fractured three vertebrae, ruptured his kidney, 
lungs and liver, and required three months of rehabilitation 
to learn how to walk again. Imbued with a newfound sense of 
mortality, he decided to start writing more personal lyrics for 
his fledgling band: “Until then, it was just, ‘This word rhymes 
with this. I wasn't giving away anything 

‘Today, no one would accuse Higgenson of not sharing. On the 
Plain White T’s 2006 major-label debut, Every Second Counts, he 
earnestly details his romantic experiences, including the indigni- 
ties suffered at the hands of girls given to deceit and drunk-dialing. 
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More optimistic is “Hey There Delilah,” an unabashedly senti- 
mental love letter to a girlfriend away at college in New York. But 
it turns out the song is largely fictional: Five years ago, Higgenson 
meta New York college student named Delilah DiCrescenzo—now 
a Columbia University graduate and Olympic track hopeful—but 
she was dating another guy at the time and rebuffed the singer's 
advances. The two met in person just once more (and exchanged 
some online banter about the hit he was going to write about her) 
before Higgenson finally presented his still-spoken-for muse with 
the completed song in late 2004. (“It was so beautifully written,” 
DiCrescenzo has said. “There was pressure to live up to this ideal. 
I didn’t know how to be polite but, you know, ditch him. 

Although “Delilah” had already appeared on the T’s 2005 
independent release, All That We Needed, and a subsequent in- 
die EP, it was added as a bonus track to Every Second Counts in 
February at the behest of the label in an effort to build on the 
song's popularity. The band—whose other members are guitar- 
ists Dave Tirio and Tim Lopez, bassist Mike Retondo and drum- 
mer De’Mar Hamilton—was initially resistant, but today thi 
have no regrets: In July, the tune knocked Rihanna’s “Umbrella; 
the all-but-official song of the summer, off the top of Billboard's 
Hot 100. “We've spent so much of our career traveling in a van— 
Rihanna probably never did that,” Lopez says. “So it’s like David 
and Goliath. It's a pretty amazing feeling for us to take out some- 
one like that.” 

And Higgenson thinks he has more potential Rihanna-slayers 
in him. He's been busy writing songs about his girlfriend of one 
year, a Mexican-American beauty named Angie who bears more 
than a passing resemblance to Delilah. (“I even told Angie, ‘You 
guys look a little bit similar;” the singer says. “She didn’t really 
like that.) Being in a committed relationship “will make my new 
songs more meaningful,” Higgenson insists. “Delilah’ was an in- 
fatuation turned into an imaginary love song. Now when I write 
a love song, I actually mean it."(#2==1 
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At T-Mobile, we help customers connect with the people who matter most in their busy lives. That takes new ways of 
thinking and an appetite for challenge every day. We share a passion for service and the energy that comes from 
being a part of an exciting industry. If you have outstanding people skills and are excited by the world of wireless, 
you'll make a great fit. Team players who embrace adventure and responsibility enjoy great careers, the chance to 
build new skills and the spotlight that comes with success. We deliver great benefits, too. Don't miss this opportunity 
to have your work count for something important. Together, we can do great things. EOE 





Check out T-Mobile Retail Sales opportunities in your area: 
¢ Full-time ¢ Part-time ¢ Seasonal 
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Ayoung man goes West, 
writes exquisite songs 
about L.A.—and scores 
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The sibs’ live act is full The R&B star sings 
of heart-wrenching [ about liberation a lot, 


but she's a slave to 
formula on her new CD. 
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songs—and big laughs. 
Lesbian twin power! 
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THEY MAKE ’EM. WE REVIEW ’EM 


‘Animal Collective: 
If you stop picking 
at thom, they'll 
clear up. 
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mines the ‘60s. One cluster of musicians 
fascinated by the psychedelic era is a loose 
coalition of freak-folk songwriters who 
revere cult acts that mingled fingerpicking 
acoustic parables and spacey production. 
Freak-folkspans long-haired troubadours 
like Devendra Banhart, 26, and mad- 
cap studio kooks like Animal Collective 
(along with chamber-pop projects such as 
Espers and mystical introverts like Joanna 
Newsom). Unlike their inspirations, who 
strove to “be here now,’ the youngsters do 
look back—but to an era thatappears more 
like a refuge than the upheaval it was. And 
knowing they can’t magically revert to’60s 
innocence doesn’tstop them from chasing 
the whimsy. 

On new albums, Banhart goes self- 
consciously retro and Animal Collective 
charges into a sonic wilderness. Ban- 
hart’s 2002 debut sounded like a pure 
emanation from the paisley era, full of 
acoustic-guitar reveries about nature in 
unhinged song structures. But regular 
touring brought out Banhart’s shticky 
side—yes, he called his band Hairy Fairy— 
and on Smokey Rolls Down Thunder 
Canyon, he dilutes the cosmic rumina- 
tions with put-ons and direct nostalgia. 
He concocts broad, winking parodies like 

















Banhart: 
"Me? Creepy?” 





the bubblegum funk of “Lover” and the 
Doors-y jam “Seahorse.” And like Bright 
Eyes on Cassadaga, he also revives some 
string-laden 60s easy listening. Could this 
trend end now, please? 

The mimicry isn’t a pop move. Freak- 
folk was a barely commercial zone of 60s 
music, and some new Banhart tracks 
suggest a newer niche that's not exactly 
popular either: Latin alternative rock. 
Three songs have Spanish lyrics (Ban- 
hart’s mother is Venezuelan), and another 
is in Portuguese. The album may hold a 
concept somewhere about America and 
the New World, and another about the 
female narrators in “Bad Girl” and “The 
Other Woman"—boy, does Banhart savor 
his androgynous croon. But coherence 
dissolves over the album's sprawl of 72 
minutes and 16 songs. Banhart can still be 
quietly metaphysical nowand then, yettoo 
often he settles for a less lovable tie-dyed 
legacy: cutesiness. 

While Banhart counterfeits the ‘60s, 
Animal Collective go for distinctively 2ist- 
century hallucinations: free-associative 
lyrics and manic computerized arrange- 
ments headed for a dimension all their 
own, The four-man band from Brooklyn 
flies its freak flag by aiming for sensory 
overload. 

Strawberry Jam doesn'tjam. Instead, it 
loops, joyful and relentless. When Animal 
Collective was picking acoustic guitars, 
they sounded folky even when they were 
busily manipulating tape. But lately—as 
in solo projects like drummer Panda Bear's 
dense Person Pitch, released earlier this 
year—the band has embraced keyboards, 
percussion, guitar distortion and a breath- 
less, mechanized pace. 

The music can sound like a calliope, 
Lou Reed's roiling Metal Machine Music, 
ahypnotic Philip Glass opera sped up or— 
when Collective memberslet their falsettos 
fly—a whooping elementary-school sing- 
along. The melodies themselves would be 
simple enough for folk tunes, as the band 
members sing (and sometimes scream) 
about songwriting, family, depression 
and death. “Life was good, now death's all 
wrong/Cause you can't feel a thing,” Avey 
Tare declares in “Cuckoo Cuckoo: 

Yet underneath the semi-comprehen- 
sible babble is a band of crafty New York 
minimalists, stacking pattern on pattern. 
The blend of organization—even the 
oddest, most precarious combinations of 
instruments sync up—and derangement 
is Animal Collective's version 2.0 of hippie 
whimsy, and it’s quite a buzz. 
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Devendra : “My Dearest Friend,” “So Long 
Old Bean, 

ANIMAL COLLECTIVE: “Chores,” “For Reverend 
Green,” “Fireworks” 
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90006 | classic 
S606 | GREAT 
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BIFFYCLYRO 
PUZZLED, 
ROADRUNNER 


Horribly named Scottish trio catapult 
into an opening slot for the Rolling 
Stones 





ree albums 





of spunky, 
Weezer- 





already changed 
that, debuting at No, 2 in the 
U.K. and marking the emer- 
gence of a proprietary sound. 
Pretentious song titles, Storm 
Thorgerson artwork and Muse 
support slots are consistent 
with their progressive-rock 
dynamies (“Living Is a Problem 
erything Dies” starts 
with a minute of portentous 
noise blasts, then a choir), but 
sturdy songwriting and singer- 
guitarist Simon Neil's wounded 
tough-guy yearning keep things 
appealingly unhistrionic, “The 
Conversation chimes 
with endorphin-rush guitar 
“As Dust Dances” is a slov 
burning neo-grunge ballad 
ideal for Zippo-waving, and the 
whole mi to rock hard 
and spring surprises in equal 
measure, 

Tow POWER 







































aturday Super- 
“The Conversation Is 
“As Dust Dances” 


BLAQK AUDIO 
CEXCELLS 


INTERSCOPE 





Half of AFI live out their new-wave 
dreams. The results are nightmarish 


Davey Havok and Jade Puget of 
AFI like Dey he Mode. A lot, 
So much, in fact, that they've 
taken temporary leave of their 
day jobs as top-notch screamo 
peddlers to indulge their inner 
disco-goths and make an entire 
album in the style of their 

s. And by “in the style 
lavishly and 












on Digital,” Puget’s phalanx of 
synths and samplers grind and 
toot appropriately, and Havok 


‘RANHART LAUREN OUKOFE 








{HE BO: TEAM: JAMIE EDEN; BLAOK AUDIO: JA 





howls genre-suitable pablum 
about desecrating sanctuaries 
and “digital omniscient eyes” 
(really!), but the overall effect is 
chillingly inept, concrete proof 
of the yawning divide between 
fandom and inspiration. Imita- 
tion this painfully sincere is 
anything but flattering. 

ANY GnEENWALD 


DOWNLOAD: None 


JAMES BLUNT 
ALL THE LOST SOULS (2 


‘CUSTARD/ATLANTIC. 














Without his debut single, 
“You're Beautiful,” James Blunt 
would be just another British 
singer-songwriter with love 
trouble on his mind. But that 
piano-led lament—armed with 
the sort of refrain you'd expect 
to emanate from the tummy 
of a cuddle toy—made Blunt's 
plaintive wheedle ubiquitous, 
driving sales of his first album 
past 11 million worldwide. 
Success on that scale can be a 
trap, and with this 
overwrought follow- 
up Blunt walks 
right in: Though 
the single “1973” 
suggests he’s capa 
ble of more inven- 
tive stuff, he devotes 
himself largely to 
unremarkable romance chron- 
icles and blandly competent 
hooks. Seven of the 10 tunes are 
solemn processionals that say 
little as they swell to majestic 
heights. On one, Blunt seizes 
up with passion, envisioning a 
day when he and a friend “can 
maybe talk and not just speak” 
If only he could apply that to 
his songwriting. 

Tom Moon 


DOWNLOAD: 


KENNY CHESNEY 


JUST WHO | AM: POETS & PIRATES 
S00 


NA 



































973” 





It feels like a record assembled 
by focus group. Each track on 
Kenny Chesney's 10th studio 
album targets a different 
member of his demographic: 
happily married born-agains, 
lonely guys who wish they had 
families, party boys who love 

a good one-night stand, work- 
ing-class grunts, even single 
moms supporting their kids 
(by being strippers, no less). 
His previous CDs were drippy, 
by-the-numbers country-rock, 
but now, singing in a voice that 





















ASTONISHING 
FACT! 


STEVEEARLE's granddad 


sont Texas dirt to the 
Virginia hospital where 
Earle was dolivered so he'd 
be born “on Texas sol. 





reveals new depth, Chesney 
effortlessly inhabits each char- 
acter, and the best tracks finally 
find a middle ground between 
honky-tonk and Def Leppard. 
For every piece of hokum (the 
blue-coliar novelty “Shiftwor! 
whose wordplay is corny even 
by Nashville standards), he 
puts across a power ballad and 
some good-fun arena country 
(a cover of Dwight Yoakam's 
“Wild Ride”). And, thankfully, 
there are no songs about poets 
or pirates 
vv enowne 
DOWNLOAD: “Wild Ride,” “You 
Scare Me,” “Never Wanted 
Nothing More” 


STEVE EARLE 


WASHINGTON SQUARE SERENADE 
6000 


New west 




















Steve Earle wouldn't dream of 
leaving Nashville for New York 
without a zinger. “Goodbye, 











ennes- 
see Blues,” kissing 
off the city that 
never knew what 
to do with him. His 
12th studio album 
abounds with new 
directions: Seventh 
wife Allison Moorer lends 
vocal support, while producer 
(and Dust Brother) John King 
coaxes Earle to semi-rap, nerv- 
ily amplifies the hollow-body 
buzz of the guitars and then 
complements it all with shuf- 
fling electronic beats. But for 
all the paeans to Earle’s new 
metropolis—“City of Immi- 
grants” features Forro in the 
Dark, an NYC band that puts 

a weird rock spin on Brazil- 
ian music—this album feels 
strangely like a homecoming. 
If the bravado of his magnifi- 
cent 1986 debut, Guitar Town, 
has been tempered, its earnest 
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LOVE THIS CD! 





AMY WINEHOUSE 

BACK TO BLACK 

LUNWERSAL/REPUBLIC 

“| saw her perform live, and she is 
a badass. | dug her tattoos and 
her demeanor, the way she inter- 
acts with people. She's hardcore, | 
am not afraid of strong women.” 











Blagk Audio: 


“They were pink 
when we put them 
in the wash.” 


innocence stays triumphantly 
intact: “Sparkle and Shine” 








and “Come Home to Me” are 
ue fool- 


the kind of Beatles 
for-love tearjerkers Earle has 
specialized in for decades. 
Movement and change remain 
his inspiration. 

anen sonocuen 

DOWNLOAD: “Down Here Below,” 
“Jericho Road,” “Days Aren't 
Long Enough” 


EXTRA GOLDEN 
HERA MA NONO &3 3654, 


THRILL JOCKEY 








‘The 2005 AIDS-related death 
of Extra Golden cofounder 
Otieno Jagwasi shades the 
follow-up to last year’s rough 
yet lovable Ok-Oyot System, 
where D.C.-based Alex Minoff 
and Ian Eagleson ambitiously 
applied indie-rock deviation 
to the Benga beats of Ken: 
music, Benga star Opiyo 
Bilongo joined the band for 




















a USS. tour facilitated by Sen. 
Barack Obama (praised here in 
“Obama’), then stuck around 
for thi 
Afropop guitar groov 
downbeat Luo and 
lyrics sung to minor-key melo- 
dies. “Hera Ma Nono” means 
“Jove in vain” in Luo, and while 
romantic betrayal is the subject 
of both the title track and “Love 
Hijackers, a greater existential 
disappointment fills the sadly 
moving “Brothers Gone Away” 
and “Jakolando,’ the latter sung 
by Otieno’s own brothe 
AICHARD GEHR 

DOWNLOAD: “Jakolando,” “Broth- 
ers Gone Away” 


THE GO! TEAM 
PROOF OF YOUTH 3636969 


SUB POP 






















Go! Team songwriter Ian 
‘ton lives on a Sesame Street 
of his own creation, where >> 
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[ATE THE GUIDE 
PITY THE FOO 


Dave Grohl still screams himself raw—but why? 


FOO FIGHTERS 


ECHOES, SILENCE, PATIENCE & GRACE &€3/ 
ROsWELLIACA — 





DAVE GROHL IS the Bob Seger of alternative rock: a solid 
workhorse—a Clydesdale, even—churning out highly profi- 
cient hits that define the unadventurous mainstream ofits era. 
For Seger in the 1970s, it was a gruff, working-class mix of soul 
and boogie. For Grohl and his Silver Foo Band, the formula, 
stuck to steadfastly over a half-dozen albums, is angst-y, vein- 
bulging pop and punk, with every sweat-stained new release 
becominga little harder to distinguish from its predecessc 

Returning to Gil Norton, who produced the exciting and 
bummed-out The Colour and the Shape a decade ago, Foo 
Fighters seem willfully anachronistic, a meat-and-potatoes 
Classic Rock band at a time when 1980s electropop is consid- 
ered deep heritage. The album kicks off in familiar territory 
with “The Pretender” and “Let It Die,” gut-punch manifesta- 
tions of Grohl’s stock topic of angry defiance in the face of mor- 
tality, “Beautiful veins and bloodshot eyes/Why'd you have to 
go and let it die” he screams over high-tension guitars and a 
steady, proto-emo churn. Throughout, the Foos areas tight as. 
ever, even if the songs are mostly unmemorable; “My Her 
and “Everlong” have no peers here. 

Things go awry when tried-and-true tricks give way to an 
unironic parade of the hoariest gimmicks of old-time rock & 
roll. There's aspot-the-cliché drinking game to be played here, 
from thesupremely mellow Alan Parsons Project harmonies of 
Erase/Replace” to noodling acoustic duels and even a Seger- 
esque “one last cigarette” sucked down in pensive lonelines 
The ominous grunge-folk of 
“Summer's End” (“I had that DAVE GROH! 

CELTIC FROST 
MONOTHEIST cemuny eo 
















































dead”) is an exception, echo- 
ing Neil Young with imagina- 
tion and taste, and nota whiff 





of dull déja vu. THE ZOMBIES 
BENSISARIO ODESSEY AND ORACLE rust 2000 
DOWNLOAD: “Summer's End’ ——___—_—_—_—_— 










Dave Grohl 
loves a good 
drummer joke. 








Double Dutch teams jump rope 
to early hip-hop and fledgling 
girl groups practice Motown 
dance moves as Animal from 
the Muppets bashes away on 
drums. Less depen- 
dent on samples, 
but nevertheless 
busier and way 
louder than their 
debut three years 
ago, Proof postu- 
lates a multigen- 
erational childhood 
utopia where 
everyone's happiness mete: 
remains in the red. Rathe 
homogenizing his sou 
Parton rubs them against each 
other: Despite their seeming 
differences, marching-band 
trumpets and Public Enemy’s 
Chuck D spark a teenage 

riot of wide-eyed wonder on 
Flashlight Fight.” He's put into 
practice his own literal concept 
of sonic youth—innocents high 
on a citified curiosity 
sound, played all at once 





than 





















n every 


BARRY WALTERS 


DOWNLOAD: “Doing It Right,” 
“Flashlight Fight,” “Grip Like a 
Vice” 


THE GOOD LIFE 
HELP WANTED NIGHTS €3€3€3"/. 


SADDLE CREEK 





Sardonic emo pioneer gets introspec~ 
tive, tums down the volume 


‘Tim Kasher, who 
Bae helped launch 
‘cot the Omaha emo 
scene in the mid- 
“90s alongside 
a pubescent 
Conor Oberst, reserves his most 
tortured material for his main 
band Cursive, This spin-off proj- 
ect, now on its fourth full-length 





ASTONISHING 

FACT! als 

In 999, Tim Kasher of 
THE GOOD LIFE sold 
Beanie Babies on the 

black market to make a 

living and buy a tour van. 





Polly Jean 

Harvey: 
No relation to 
Steve Harvey. 





release, showeases his quieter, 
more reflective side. Kasher 
loves concept albums—on 

the Good Life’s 2004 release 
Ubu of the Year, he chronicled 
acalendar yea 
one track for 
month—and he’s 
master of the 
breakup-song cycle. 
Almost every one 

of these twangy 
homespun gems 
finds him in the 

heat of romantic 
battle—taunting, eviscerating 
or pleading with a lover or an 
ex. Kasher calls Help Wanted 
Nights an imaginary soundtrack 
for a screenplay he’s written. No 
surprise, given the perversely 
boozy clarity of these after- 
hours vignettes, that it takes 
place ina small-town dive b: 
Dennis ut 

DOWNLOAT 
"Keely 


PJ HARVEY 
WHITE CHALK 363 


ISLAND 






































Heartbroke,” 
imee” 








Trading guitar firestorms for keyboard 
atmospherics, Polly Jean Harvey dozes 
off and has some gorgeous nightmares 


After 15 years as Britain's 
Kling blues fury, Polly Jean 
Harvey is summoning the 
power of quiet. Refining the 
spare sound of her last studio 
album Uh Huh Her, she herein 
presents an 11-part song cycle 
about loss, longing and wander- 
ing bereft through the moors. 
Producers Harvey, Flood and 
John Parish blend a quiet hand- 
ful of instruments—piano, 
mandolin, the drums of the 
Dirty Three's Jim White—into 
animmersive backdrop >> 
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What do Bose” 
in-ear headphones 
sound like? 


“We compared the phones with other earbuds and were 
impressed with the clean sound definition of the Bose. 
Guitar-picking and vocals were vibrant. Hip-hop’s hard- 
driving bass reproduced well. Classical was rendered with 
concert-hall richness.” 

= CLAYTON COLLINS, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 


“In-ear headphones from Bose deliver amazing sound while 
providing a supremely comfortable fit...robust, realistic audio 
while resting unnoticeably in the ear...” 

~ GRAHAM REED, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


"..sound quality that's extremely well-balanced and natural- 
sounding from bottom instrumental notes to top..." 
— JONATHAN TAKIFF, PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


“The Bose in-ear phones deliver great bass...very natural bass, 
not the boomy kind. The rest of the sound spectrum is 
smooth and even.” 

- RICH WARREN, NEWS-GAZETTE 


“Sonically, the music is spacious and highly detailed...” 
- STEPHEN WILLIAMS, NEWSDAY 


We invite you to try them for 30 days and judge for 
yourself. Because the only way to really appreciate Bose” 
in-ear headphones is to personally experience them, our risk- 
free guarantee lets you take your time. So enjoy them with all 
your favorite music at home or on the go. You'll notice the 
difference the moment you put them on. 





To order Bose® in-ear headphones or 


to learn more about all of our headphones: = 
Call toll free 1-800-267-6095, ext. RK149 my -// £7 


Or visit us at Bose.com/RK149 


(02007 Bose Corporation, Patent hs sued andor pending The dice headphone va desgn and two-tone black and vite cond 
aoe ai akan Supp Daversa to product ses, Gusts rented wth person Clayton Coin, Ot 


Better sound through researcho 





rm 000872 
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Kevin Michack| 
having a bad (ass) 
hair day 








THE CD WE'RE TOTALLY GAY FOR 


KEVIN MICHAEL 
KEVIN MICHAEL C369 


ownrowwarannic 





Justin Timberlake, meet your new competition 


HE'S GOT A funky ‘fro. He dresses in chic 
boho gear: He trills skater references in a 
flawless falsetto, complemented by cameos 
from alternative rappers like Lupe Fi 
and Q-Tip. But never mind the familiar 
trappings, 22-year-old Kevin Michael is 
not so much neosoul as Ne-Yo soul—an 
sistible blend of deliciously commercial R&B and classy, 
-flavored funk. Whether jamming about his “weekend 
jump-off,” bemoaning the fact that he “ain't got you” or 
waxing theoretical about being mixed race, Michael never 
| shies away from going pop, and the results are spectacular: 
Every hook on his stellar debut is instantly alluring. There 
sound-alike moments here—"Liquid Lava Love" has 
Prince written all over it, and "Ha Ha Ha” might've been 
a Robin Thicke joint—but when they sound so supremely 
| funky, the sense of imitation can't dampen the pleasure. 
Baz onescen 
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DOWNLOAD: “It Don't Make Any Difference to Me,” “If | Ain't Got 
|_ You" "Ghost 
for Harvey, who uses the frail HIGH ON FIRE 


parts of her voice to evoke the 
inner life of someone blunted DEATH IS THIS COMMUNION 
by emotional extremes. Even Oooo 
a sunny little album-opening meus 
keyboard darkens within 
seconds of her entrance 
as I'm/Left/All alone 
in an eerie, unnatural, childlike 
tremor, she teeters on the verge 
of some torrential meltdown. the tr 
And then come nearly flawless _ free of sludge 
mountain-death songs from the 
limestone hills of Dorset, U.K. 
chs Non 
DOWNLOAD: “White Chatk, 
row Grow Grow,” “When Under 
Ether” 





Oakland metal lords take a pass on 
fearing the reaper 





as doom or stoner metal, but 
h full-length is 
nd haze. 








y's fou! 








face, like a scimitar. They've 











light—brooding low-+ 


High on Fire are often pegged 


More 
important, it’s sharp and in your 


climbed out of the bog of earlier 
recordings and entered a baleful 
nd, crisp 
licks and driving martial beats. 


Matt Pike growls about sacrifice 
and Babylonian goddesses with 
controlled ferocity, while his 
guitar ranges from crystalline 
melodies (the instrumental 
“DII") to puzzling avant-garde 
acoustic intros (“Cyclopian 

As the sword-n’-sorcery 
+t suggests, High on Fi 
are high on atmosphere. But 
like a great first-person shooter, 
the spooky mood always serves 
the action. 

nw vans 
pownLoap: 
munion, 
Scape’ 


HIM 

VENUS DOOM ee, 

sine 

For these smooth Finns, lave bites 


Brutal. Ballsy, Extreme. These 
are the kinds of words normally 
pressed into se 
scribing hard rock. 
Sultry and suave? 
Not so much. But 
with HIM, the Finn- 
ish group that for 
more than a decade 
has specialized in 

a gothic grind they 
characterize as “love 
you might 
even sneak in a sexy and still 
be on point. Their riffS pack the 
wallop of Black Sabbath and 
“Black Album’-era Metallica, 
and the ethereal keyboards that 
gave the album’s predecessor, 
Dark Light, an unctuous sheen 
have largely been replaced by 
guitarist Linde Lindstrom’ 
furious shredding. Still, it’s 
perpetually heartsick frontman 
Ville Valo’s vampiric crooning 
that gives this band i , 
when he lets loose a rare scream 
on “Love in Cold Blood,’ its 
downer. Dude: We know you've 
come to suck our blood, but at 
least have the « 
mance us first! 
ou aeausour 
DOWNLOAD: “Passion’s Killing 
Floor,” “Dead Lovers’ Lan 














‘Death Is This Con 
“bul,” “Cyclopian 
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I LOVE THIS CD! 
WILMER VALDERRAMA 
THE FRATELLIS 

COSTELLO MUSIC 


‘FALLOUT/OROP THE GUNISLAND 





“Their song on the iPod commercial 
is perfect to work out to, and the 
rest of the album is fun to sing 
along with. They are in the same 
school as the Strokes or Jet.” 


ASTONISHING 

FACT! a 

In 1998, HOT HOT HEAT 

lived and rehearsed in a 

Victoria, B.C., house th 

hhad formerly been used 
crack den, 











HOT HOT HEAT 
HAPPINESS LTD, C3 


‘SIRE 


Former next-big-things hit pre-midlife 
midlife crises 


Maturity can be one of the 
worst things to happen to a 
rock band—just look at this 
Canadian quartet’s quick 
trajectory from gawky to 

On their 2002 
breakthrough, Make Up the 
Breakdown, Hot Hot Heat 

ne off like Ritalin-deprived 
adolescents; three years 
on Elevator, they sanded 
away their eccentricities to 
reveal a slicker neo-new-wave 
template, Now, on only thei 

third major-label release, they 
sound almost middle-aged. 
Yelping frontman Steve Bays 
still has a voice like a panic 
attack, but it no longer fits the 
songs. Even the most hopped- 
up numbers, which 
lack the antsy 


snooze-) 








er, 

















ythms and wise- 
guy wordplay of 
their predecessors, 
give off'a hint of 
boredom. And the 
doomed attempts to 
streteh—like “Outta 
Heart)’ an overwrought ballad 
complete with orchestra and 
choir—smell more of despera- 
tion than risk. 

ewwsume 

DoWNLoa 
Tambourines 


BETTYE LAVETTE 
THE SCENE OF THE CRIME C33 9 


ANT 








Harmonicas 


Southern rockers help a sou! legond 
settle the score 


Bettye LaVette 
is no ordinary 
soul shouter: 
She's a genuine 
interpreter, 
able to shift 

seamlessly from conversational 

to blazingly intense. After her 
remarkable 2005 comeback 
album, I've Got My Own Hell to 

Raise, the big surprise on the 

61-year-old’s follow-up isn’t 

her knockout voice—it's the 
sympathetic backup provided 
by Lynyrd Skynyrd-worship- 
pers Drive-By Truckers (whose 
guitarist, Patterson Hood, 
produced the record), The 
well-selected, never-obvious 
covers of songs by writers from 

Elton John to Willie Nelson 

ching tales of strug- 

d survival. The album’s 

title provides one key toh 

fervor: In 1972, LaVette cut 
her debut LP at Muscle Shoals, 

Alabama's historic FAME 

studio, but her label scrapped 
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NOX AE OWED 


the project without explana- 
tion. Thirty-five years later, she 
went back to Muscle Shoals 
and burned the place down, 
ALAN uGHT 

DOWNLOAD: “Somebody Pick 

Up My Pieces,” “Talking Old 
Soldiers” 


ANNIE LENNOX 


‘SONGS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 
OOO), 


‘ARISTA 











Annie Lennox is a paradoxi 
diva, Her voice is cool, regal 
and self-possessed, yet the 
majority of her songs express 
‘age, uncertainty and 
profound bitterness. ‘The 
contradiction has become 
glaring now, with Lennox 
in a desperate funk: lonely. 
betrayed by men, worried 
about aging, fighting off 
suicidal thoughts, “I've seen 
too much/I know too mueh/I 
hurt too much/I feel too 
much,” she cries in “Ghosts in 
My Machine,” a song in which 
she also declares “Woman- 




















kind was born for pain.” 
‘Throughout, her feminist 
self-determination is at 
with her aching desire for a 
man. Produced by Glen Ballard 
(Alanis Morissette), the music 
is dominated by the same 
pounding pop-disco beats 

and thick textures that have 
defined all her records. But 
now, Lennox sounds like she's 
been rubbed raw by life. 

STEPHEN HOLOEN 
DOWNLOAD: “Dark Road,” 
“Coloured Bedspread” 


MANU CHAO 
LARADIOLINA SERIE 


[NACIONAL/BECAUSE 

















Manu Chao is a radical tr 
badour for a flat world. The 
Paris-born, Barcelona-dwé 
ing global-pop insurgent pla 
multilingual “merry blu 
with an clastic optimism rar 
among lefties (the Spanish title 
of his 2001 career-best trans- 
lates to “Next Station: Hope’. 
The 21 songs on his fourth 
album whir by like overlapping 


























Annie Lennox: 
A cougar 
at rest, 





Web-radio dispatches from 
Chiapas, Berkeley or Kinshasa. 
Dusty folk ballads and ska- 
punk, Tijuana brass and digital 
reggae blur together under 
one message: Yanqui go home. 
Chao’s jovial, chatty, Span- 
ish-English-French crooning 
helps the ADD sensibility flow 
into something that feels like a 
happy ineantation rather than 





















www.cobyusa.com 





a protester’s harang 
George Bush. His 






‘Os band 
Mano Negra aspired to be a 


Latin Clash; here he suggests 
something more profound: a 
Woody Guthrie for our border- 
less age 

ow o0.AN 

DOWNLOAD: “Tristeza Mateza,” 
“Rainin in Paradize,” “The 
Bleedin Clown” >> 
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Innovations for Every Lifesty! 





THE GUIDE 


HORSE WHISPERER 





Imaginary beasts still plague Scot's tart love songs 


KTTUNSTALL 
DRISTICFANTASTIC GOO! 





IN “BLACK HORSE and the Cherry 
Tree” KT Tunstall’s surrealistic break: 
out hit from 2005, she has an ambiva- 
lent encounter with a talking animal. 
“Hey, lady, will youmarry me?” blurtsthe 
beast, and though she declines in horror, 
Tunstall can’t help but second-guess her 
own heart: Maybe getting with a horse 
is better than being left with nothing, “a 
hole for all the world to see” 
Onastrongsecond album that proves 
her success was no fluke. this 32-year- 
old Scottish singer-songwriter reveals 
romantic worries with breezy candor, 
her ringing folk-pop shaded with blues 
and her voice just raspy enough to hint 
that she has lost in love more than once. 
This time, her animal oracle is a bird 
whose pure white feathers are dipped in 
tar. “Halfof you is heavenly: she sings in 
awe. “The rest of you is from the street.” 
For Tunstall, free flight is always fraught 








most effective riff. When she requests of 
her lover, “Take me far away/And hold 
me close to your heart,’ it’s clear she 
mightnot get her wish. 

With short, hummable hooks and 
spare arrangements, the sleekness of 
Tunstall’s songs contrasts with the knotty 
desires ofher protagonists. In“Hold On,” 
the first single—snappy and dark, it’s a 
worthy follow-up to “Black Horse’—she 
denies that she’s merely “searching the 
land/Fora hero ofaman,’butshe’s pain- 
fully aware that she can’t say what she’s 
looking for. The clarity ofher frustration 
gives the songs an unsparing honesty, 
butit’s also frustrating to witness: Every 
relationship is tainted, and noitchis fully 
scratched. Surely the bird and the horse 
have much more satisfying sex lives. 
BENSISARIO 






DOWNLOAD: “Hold On,” “Little Favours,” 
“IF Only” 


KT TUNS Ss 
CURRENT LISTE! 
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with sticky, earthy complications, and 
eyen the surest thing is in doubt. In “Lit- 
tle Favours; the haunting openingtrack, 
a cuddling session is set against a di 
sonant acoustic jangle, her favorite and 
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“Now where 
did | leave 
that hat?” 
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‘NCE: AUTUMN DE WILDE: 


MOTION CITY 
SOUNDTRACK 


EVENIFITKILLS ME 9969 
EPITAPH = 


Minnesota geeks fight emo, crime 
and scurvy on album three 
Every generation needs a 
Weever—a group of gangly, 
often-bespectacled nerds 
able to let some of the air 
out ofa glum underground 











Sound ze 
of emo. Underneath his 
architecturally impres- 
sive hair, fi 
Pierre isa 








of taking himself seriously. 
“Let's fight crime with 
mangoes and limes and 

join the PGA!” he croons 

on the bouncy standout “It 
Had to Be You.” Through- 
out, pedigreed pop-savant 
coproducers Ric Ocasek (the 

















I LOVE THIS CD! 
IAN ZIERING 


DIDDY 
PRESS PLAY 
40807 
“The beats are perfect—and 
novr | can dance to it without 
making a fool of myself, 
thanks to the skills | acquired 
on Dancing With the Stars.” 




















s) and Adam Schlesinger 
(Fountains of Wayne) 
drench Pierre's wacky 
digressions with lib 
dousings of 80s keyboards 
and woo-ieoo backing vocals. 
Keep Pierre away from 
applying to Harvard, and 
it'll be smooth sailing. 

AND GAEENWALD 

DOWNLOAD: “It Hadto Be You,” 
“Calling All Cops” 


MYA 


LIBERATION €9€31/. 
UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 




















D.C. singer gets deadeningly 
desperate on album No.4 


Like Oprah-endorsed 

best sellers, R&B albums 
go big on self-expression 
and personal growth, On 
her first album for a new 
label, Mya Harrison talks 
alot about liberation. But 
given the long delay of this 
record, originally sched- 
uled for release last fa 
(and the ruthless erasure of 
flop single “Ayo” from the 
restructured version), lyri 
like “Tonight I'll be your 
waitress, your mistress,” 
sound downright needy. A 
decade into her ear 
songs raise the 
game—the insidious sr 
charmer melody of “Wal 
Not a Talka” and the bracing 
blast of betrayed-housewife 
rage of “All in the Name of 
Love’—while Charli Balti- 
more and Lil Wayne earn 
their guest-spot paychecks 
on*TAm” and “Lock U 














































Johnathan Rice: 
“This episode of 
Ugly Betty really 

turns me on.” 


Down.’ Elsewhere, boil 
plate slow jams and generic 
sass paint Mya, her claims to 
the contrary, asa talka not 
awalka. 

Dom LISKEY 

D: “Walka Not a 

in the Name of 











JOHNATHAN RICE 
FURTHER NORTH CEES 


AEPRISE 


Top singer-songwriter whose video 
features Winona Ryder 


“We're all stuck out in the 
ert and we're gonna die 
ht from the jump, Scot- 
tish-American Johnathan 
Rice lets you know that he 
moved to L.A., where he 
composed this c oCal 
singer-songwriter album. 
Sarcastic, not that hopeful 
(the protest song protests 
protest songs), full of 
coyotes, wildfires and wist- 
ful looks back might 
have been, this is an impres- 
sive set for anyone, let alone 
ar-old with just one 
e. He duets 
ny Lewi 
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the chim 
turn into Pixi 
ness. If ther 
to Further North, it’s Rice's 
parched delivery, which 

makes the songs sound more 
world-weary than the words 
would suggest. Still, this isa 
collection Warren Zeyon >> 











OUT OF THIS 
WORLD PLEASURE 
For About $20! 


All Natural Dietary Supplements, 
Enhance the Experience, Tease and 
Please, Increase Pleasure, Heighten 
Arousal, Super Performance, Extend 

the Act, Mind Blowing Orgasms, 

and Much, Much More... 


Super 
Performance 
Enhancer 


Vahard® 


Natural Viagra® 
Alternative 


Be The 
Big Bam Boo 


Men’s Club™ 


Natural Penis 
Enlargement 


Maximum, 
STRENGTH 


Bye Bye Two 
Minute Man 


PE Control” 


fhe ores 


Natural Premature 
Ejaculation Formula 


FOR OUR FREE OFFER 
or for more information 
Call Toll Free: 877.778.4472 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 
Available in The Vitamin Section at: 
Select Wal-Marts, Rite Aid, Kroger, Brooks, 
Eckerd and other fine retail stores everywhere 
www.libidoboosterstore.com 


\Vahard® is not manufactured or distributed by Pizer, Inc 
‘owner of the regi 
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would have been proud of—and 
he couldn't sing, either. 
Ausuira 


DOWNLOAD: “The Middle of the 
Road,” “What Am | Gonna Do,” 
“Further North” 


SHOUT OUT LOUDS 
OURILLWILLS OES 


MERGE 








If Adam Olenius sang for a less 
tastefiul band, he'd be finished 
Gushing shakily through this 
quintet’ second album as if just 
coming down from a tantrum, 
he causes an uncomfortable 
scene wherever he goes: He's 
the neurotic who breaks out 





‘Aesop Rock’ 
None Shall Pass 


VHS or Beta 
Bring On The'Comets 


in tears on the dance floor, 
who begs a friend to stay up all 
night, saying, “I don’t want to 
wake up knowing I don’t have a 
future.” What reins him in is the 
elegance and cheer of the Shout 
Out Louds’ arrangements. 
Borrowing liberally and trans- 
parently from Bright Eyes, the 
Cure and mid-1960s chamber 
pop, the band sublimates famil- 
iar expressions of indie gloom 
with string flourishes and twink- 
ling piano lines, giving Olenius 
both a shoulder to cry on and, 
in soaring songs like “Tonight I 
Have to Leave It,” a source of joy: 






























BEN SISARIO 
DOWNLOAD: “Tonight I Have to 
Leave If,” “Your Parents’ Living 





Room” 


STARS 


IN OUR BEDROOM AFTER THE WAR 
OOo, 





Like all young Canadians 
with interesting hair, Torquil 
Campbell and Amy Millan, 
the co-frontpeople of Stars, 
are occasional members of 
Broken Social Scene. But 
until now, very little of that 
band’s explosive expansive- 
ness has trickled down to 
Campbell and Millan’s day 
job: Early Stars releases were 
full of precise, polite, often 
precious electropop. Their 
fourth album toughens things 
up immeasurably. “Take Me to 
the Riot” contrasts Campbell's 
arch, affected voice with 
fuzzed-out bass, clattering 
drums and sordid memories 
Saturday nights and neon 
light/ ... pills enough to make 
me feel ill!”), and the breathy 
Millan's “Bitches in Tokyo” 

is a zippy and messy delight. 
Only the soppy “Barricade”— 














Blender Approved. 


AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 1] 


Auturnn OF The Serophs 


ABSOLOTE 


GARBAGE 


Garbage 
Absolute Garboge 


AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 18° 


Paul Van Dyk 
In Between 


{EGEEED Represents Porental Advisory 


on which Campbell finds love, 
tears and teargas while at a 





protest march—relapses into 


pretension. Next time: take 


more pills 
anov 


DOWNLOAD: “The Night Starts 
Here,” “Take Me te the Riot 


TWISTA 
ADRENALINE RUSH 2007 333 


ATLANTIC 





Wa 





Hip-hop’s reigning contor- 
tionist, Twista, has built a 
16-year career cramming 
syllables where they don't 
belong, at autobahn speeds. 
An enduring novelty, he's 
had his biggest success (and 
he’s at his most palatable) 
pairing his breakneck flow 
with that ofa slower, more 
reasonable collaborator 

His hurried appearance on 
Kanye West's down-tempo 
‘Slow Jamz” made for a lively 
contradiction. On his sixth 
album, a guest list includ- 
ing R. Kelly, Cee-Lo and Lil 
Wayne—who yuks it up on the 
dirty-money standout “Whip 











The Last Goodnight 
Poison Kiss 


~ Dats subject o change 








3ame Proper”—helps to offset 
wista’s hyperactivity. When 
he raps on his own, though, 
there’s nothing to distract 
from the fact that he’s less a 
rapper and more a caffeinated 
human beat box, manically 
bouncing sounds against the 
drum track, He never seems 
to tire of this breathless show- 
boating—which makes one 
of us. 
Lenn nose 
DOWNLOAD: 
Propel 


“Whip Game 
mp Like Me” 


THE CD WE DIDN'T 
EVEN UNWRAP 





© 200 Bes By A hts ese ES 


WE ARE STANDARD 
3000V-40000W OOS 

MINTY FRESH 

Spanish band’s Ecstasy flashback 
Around 1990, the 


was the destination for Brits 
who wanted to get out of their 


loud guitars. andard 
pick up on the fuzz-box funk 
they left behind. “We don’t 
want to take you down/W 
want you to dance around,” Deu 
Txacartegi drawls with an audi- 


gets deeper than that. Those 
who lived thro 
Mondays e 


ermarket” is 
e elaboration 
on half a verse from “Common 
People,” Pulp’s 1995 satire of 
One drippy ballad 
album is we 
for simultaneous headb 
and hands-in-the-air di 
especially when Txacarteg 
shuts up and lets the band rip 
00 


“Love Trai 
Supermarket” 
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‘77 PROBLEMS 





A brilliant debut built from a poetic dweeb’s anguish (1 son vo.an ) 


ELVIS COSTELLO 
MYAMISTRUE OOOO}. 





MY AIM IS TRUE opens by promising 
a whole lot of nothing. On “Welcome to 
the Working Week,” Elvis Costello sits in 
his room—frazzled, pasty, miserable. He 
sees a model in the paper and knows she's 
being “rhythmically admired” all over 
England. “Sometimes I wonder if we're 
living in the same land,’ he spits. Not even 
close, pal. But the country of messed-up 
impulses he inhabits is way cooler. 

No one had been as conversationally 
frank about bitterness, disappointment, 
contempt and frustration as Costello was 
in 1977 on My Aim Is True (here in its 
third iteration as a reissue). A former 
computer operator and Catholic-school 
attendee, Declan McManus took a stage 
name that combined mythic rocker and 
comic fool, and crashed the weird space 





Pocket protector 
not pictured, 


for mutant stars recently created by the 
Sex Pistols. (He won notoriety by telling 
an interviewer he was motivated by only 
two emotions: revenge and guilt.) But 
where most punks cranked primal noise, 
Costello was too proud of his writer] 
rants to bury them in distortion. Noise 
would only blur the Raymond Chandler- 
esque murder mystery “Watching the 
Detectives,” with its cold-eyed disdain for 
rich people. 

The music is folk-rock and R&B 
sped up to fit hot-tempered times. The 
chiming guitar on “(The Angels Wanna 
Wear My) Red Shoes” recalls the Byrds, 
and Costello's snarl is a clinched version 
of Bob Dylan's on Highway 61 Revisited. 

He's scariest singing about his wracked 
self. On the deceptively sweet country- 
tinged “Alison,” Costello suggests he might 
get physical with his reluctant love object, 
adding menace to the soft refrain “My aim 
is true.” Plenty of ’70s singer-songwriters 
said nasty things about women, but 
Costello was unique in exposing his 
powerlessness. On the blitzing “I'm Not 
Angry,’ a would-be girlfriend cheats while 
he listens in the hallway, trying to pretend 
he’s too detached to care—“There’s no 
such thing as an original sin,” he reminds 
himself. It’s the stance of an emotionally 

stunted deep fecler, 
ott and 30 years of 

7 indie-rockers owe 
79~— him a thanks-Dad 
= shoulder punch. 

My Aim Is True 
is the quintessential promising debut, a 
great album presaging greater ones. His 
backing group isn’t nearly as fired up as 
he is (later, several of them would become 
Huey Lewis's band). Costello knew it, 
and he soon assembled the Attractions, 
a tempestuous three-piece still getting to 
know one another at the time of the August 
1977 live show that takes up most of the 
second disc, Steve Nieve's ballpark organ 
drowns out the guitar, and though Costello 
sings with nail-spitting gusto, the music 
feels a half step slow, making angry songs 
sound resigned. In the next two years, 
they recorded two astonishing albums: the 
blistering media critique This Year's Model 
and the sociopolitical dissection Armed 
Forces. Then Costello led them on a long 
journey to unimpeachable respectability. 
Now he’ an institution—so it’s thrilling to 
witness him here, before he was perfect. 























Download: “Alison,” “Less Than Zero,” “(The 
Angels Wanna Wear My) Red Shoes” 

















THE SCORE 
SO006 | crassic 
O06 | GREAT 
6@ | coop 
© | meviocre 
© | FouL 
ANI DIFRANCO 
CANON EC3 
uireous aoe 


Feminist folkie muffles some of the 
anger that made her an indie icon 





assaulted the image of the 
dainty female troubadour. She 
ng warned, “Not 
" Neither was the 










and gentle strum- 
ming for scat-influenced vocals, 
percussively fingerpicked 

gui ‘angements that 
remained stark even as she 
added drums and minimalist 

s (like the canny ho 












ar 
Canon is so 
for beginners 
ing no new 
“Cradle & All” is a headlong od 
to “the city that never shuts up,” 
and the chorus to “Untouchable 
fuck you,” but she’s 
ed her most appealingly 
cranky early rants, including 
“Nota Pretty 
Mank Jens 
Download: “Cradle & All,” 
“Marrow” 


THE FIRE ENGINES 
HUNGRY BEAT OOD 


ACUTE 








while offer- 
ys to devotees. 




















Scottish postpunk phantoms get the 
anthology they deserve 


Franz Ferdinand revere the 
Fire Engines so highly they 
lured them out of retirement 
in 2004. to pla 

gig for Franz 
1980, the 













med in 
igines blurred 





y Scottish tribute to 
James Brown (malnourished 
on potato-chip s 
deep-fried Ma 












jostles with Murray 
even-more-rhythm gu 
ing sparks like a clash of light 
sabers. Songeraft wasn’t their 








‘COSTELLO: KEITH MORRISIREDFERNS/RETNA 





STAR caPATOL RECORDS ARCH 


forte, so the best tracks on this 
compilation (their first U.S. 
release) are near-instrumentals 
of ambient music for hyperac- 
tive people. The friction funk 
of “Get Up and Use Me” and 
“Sympathetic Anaesthetic” still 
provides a thrilling live-wire 
jolt to the nervous system, 
SIMON RevNoLDs 

Downtoa: 
(Version), 


EMMYLOU HARRIS 


SONGBIRD: RARE TRACKS & 
FORGOTTEN GEMS C33 


AMINO 


























Get Up and Use Me 
“Candyskin” 


Some of the duets on this rarities box 
are among Harris's best performances. 
But $75is a steep price to hear them 


Emmylou Harris didn't come 
into country music the old- 
fashioned way, and if there's an 
American tradition she belongs 
to, it’ that of self-reinvention. 
A former high school beauty 
queen and folksinger, she was 
discovered by Gram Parsons, 
awealthy Harvard dropout 
pursuing a vision of “cosmic 
American music” grounded in 
the close harmonies of old acts 
like the Louvin Brothers. Swept 
away by that sound, Harris 
grew into an unlikely guard- 

ian of countey’s traditions. The 
first two discs of her second 
box set contain duets with 
Parsons, then veer through her 
bluegrass period and the more 
arty, filmy music she made with 
U2 producer Daniel Li 
Songbird’s second two dises are 
devoted to rarities—including 
duets with Linda Ronstadt, 
Steve Earle and Beck—that 
don’t stray far from the unflag- 
ging modesty that has marked 
her career. Harris is the best 
harmony singer in country, but 
this is a pricey way to prove it. 
agen LEVINE 

Download: “Ashes by Now" with 
Dr. John, “Coat of Many Color 


BOB MARLEY & 
THE WAILERS 


EXODUS OOOO 


IstaNo 
































nvis. 





















Prime Marley, half hell-raising politica 
and half smooth lover man 


The: ‘ 
edition of Bob Marley's 1977 
record—once honored by 

Time as the best album of the 
20th century—is tough to 

hear through its legend (and 
through the Legend compila- 
tion, which has sold 10 million 
copies and includes five of these 
10 songs). At the time, though, 
it was a report from the front 
lines by a reggae star with a 
knack for aphorisms who'd just 
gone into exile himself, leaving 























attempt on his life. The first 
half is a suite of fiery-sounding 
political and religious anthems 
that are largely more univer- 
sal than specific; the second 
half’s superior love songs move 
smoothly from seduction to 
longing to the party hymn 
“One Love/People Get Re: 
‘The whole thing is graced 
with painstakingly weightless 
arrangements—the I-Th 
backing vocals are ravish- 
ing—as well as some of Marle 
most durable epigrams. 
DQUGLAS WoLK 

Download: “Three Little Birds,” 
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Exodus 


MATCHBOX TWENTY 
EXILE ON MAINSTREAM (369 


MELISMA/ATLANTIC 


Florida’s contribution to modern rock 


Since 1996— 

for better and 

mostly worse— 

Matchbox 

‘Twenty have 

been the sound 
of mainst m rock. “3 A.M.” 
and “Unwell” were huge hits, 
disguising Rob Thomas's anxi- 
ety—his life is always either in 
ruins or about to be ruined 
within traditionalist songs that 
foreground the humongous 
voice of a singer perennially on 
the verge of chomping into his 
microphone like it’s a New York 
sirloin. Evile on Mainstream 
(the title is a self-effacing joke 
about their lack of edginess) 
augments 11 oldies with six 
new tracks, which move ably 
between jittery power pop, 
country, even alittle blue-eyed 
soul. As always, the subject 
matter is grim, but the sound 
is sleekly contoured, the key 
to their 40 million record 
sales. Unlike other bands that 
emerged after grunge, Matel 
box Twenty know that angst and 
































Ringo would do 
nearly anything 
to hide from 
Yoko Ono. 


self-pity go down better when 
rtain large-lunged 
Junk once sang) smooth. 

oov Rosen 

Download: “3 .4.».” 


RINGO STARR 


PHOTOGRAPH: THE VERY BEST OF .. 
ooo 


caproL 


served (as a ce 





Orumnming was his madness. Then 
brandy. Singing never really contended 


“I was in the greatest show on 
earth/For what it was worth .. 
This lyric, written for Ringo by 
John Lennon on the 1973 track 
T'm the Greatest,’ encapsulates 
Starr's solo career: initially jet- 
propelled (“Photograph” and 
“You're Sixteen” were No. 1s) 
yet racked with ambivalence 
about fame, history and his 
own raison d’étre. The vaguely 
nostalgic “Photograph” sets 

the tone: superficially bouncy 
pop undercut by Starr's naive, 
melancholy warble, perpetuat- 
ing the cuddly image intro- 
duced in.A Hard Day's Night. 
It's an image he rarely both- 





























BLENDER APPROVED 


THE BEST REISSUES FROM THE PAST MONTHS 





FOO FIGHTERS 
THE COLOUR AND THE SHAPE 


LEBACTIROA 


In which Dave Grohl gets over 

his old buddy, his old band and his: 

old wife—by whipping up a glorious 
grunge-pop racket, 


PINK FLOYD 
THE PIPER AT THE GATES OF DAWN 
cAPTOL 
A freaky glimpse into the acid- 
addled mind of then-frontman 
Syd Barrett, now with extra-trippy 
singles and B-sides. 





ered to challenge (for most of 
the 70s and ’80s, he was too 
drunk), yet his best work—the 
stomping “Back Off Boogaloo, 
the moving George Harrison 
tribute “Never Without You’ 
ebullient and dedicated, a fi 
reminder that lovability is a 
talent, too. 

Tony pawen 

Download: “Back Off Booga 
00,” “It Don't Come Easy” 


YOUNG MARBLE GIANTS 
COLOSSAL YOUTH OOOO/p 


‘own 

















‘great punk record you can't jump 
around your room to 


Ofall the “postpunk” bands to 
pop up in the wake of the Sex 
Pistols, these Welsh worry- 
warts were the least punk 
and the most post. The spare 
atmospherics on their lone 1980 
album (expanded here to three 
discs with singles, demos and 

a BBC radio appearance) went 
so far beyond the era's clatter- 
ing shoutfests that they se 
beamed in from a distant ice 
planet—one without drumm 
distorted guitars or romance. 
Stuart Moxham’s spry, skeletal 
guitar jags and woozy abstract 
organ, girded by his brother 
Phil’s brusque bass pokes, left 
endless room for singer Alison 
Statton’s ghostly evocations of 
odd-woman-out detachment. 
h song is like a little igloo, 
providing tenuous shelter 
against a harsh world. Even the 
resigned meditation on nuclear 
al Day”) feels like a 



































JON DOLAN 
DOWNLOAD: “Searching for Mr 
Right,” “Final Day,” “Credit in 





the Straight World” 
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Stage one: 20-minute epics and lyrics about 
dragons. Stage two: Divorce ballads and Phil 
Collins. The two lives of these absurd, hairy Brits 
( ty Jon Panetes ) 





HATE PRETENSION? BETTER turn 
the page now. Pretension defines Genesis in 
allits phases, from the progressive-rock band 
with epic ambitions led by Peter Gabriel to 
the earest, ominous pop group that 
emerged after drummer Phil Collins took 
over as lead singer in 1975. Even die-hard 
Genesis fans agree that some of the band’s catalogue is finger- 
xercise twaddle, The disagreement is over how much, 

At first, Genesis were precocious English prep-school pals 
smitten with classical richness, virtuoso complexities and lyrics 
invoking fables and sci-fi. Butas Gabriel, keyboardist'Tony Banks 
and bassist Mike Rutherford changed bandmates, thesongs grew 
moreoverstuffed aswell marterand stranger, until they 
were irresistibly outlandish. Then Gabriel left. 

Amazingly, Genesis already included another member who 
sang like a grizzled old man; Collins. As he gradually revealed a 
fondness for R&B and forlorn first-person love songs, he turned 
s from a cult band into Top 40 hitmakers, But Collins got 
his R&B jollies more easily on solo albums, and he left in 1996. 

Like the flower-petal getup Peter Gabriel often wore around 
his head onstage, some Genesis albums haven't aged well. Yet 
now that indie-rockers are embracing odd time signature: 
expanding song structures toward suites and orchestral lushness, 
this year’s reunited Genesis—the Collins version—might not 
seem quite so dorkaphonic, Still, Genesis was always more prog 
than rock, Itssongs are mostly marches, anthems orshimmering 
torals—lots of intricacy, little crunch, Anyone harboring a 
fondness for grandeur need look no further to get their pomp on. 
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Genesis, 1975 (from 
loft): Phil Collins, Tony 
Banks, Potor Gabriol, 
Stove Hackatt and 
Mike Rutherford, 







SELLING ENGLAND BY 
THE POUND 


CCHARISMA/ATLANTIC, 979 


90000 
‘Their fifth 


record is prog 
Genesis at its 
| ) | pinnacle, an 
| album of song- 
| suites that can 
| eS | barely stop 


morphing long 
enough to show off. am 
tune or a spiraling guitar riff. It’s 
concept album (but of course) 
about Britain's long descent fi 
past glories: from Shakespeare 
and chivalry to dead-end jobs and 
supermarket shopping. Midway 
through, “More Fool Me” intr 
duces Collins as the morosely 
romantic lead singer he would 
later become full-time, But most 
of the album flaunts songs that are 
stuffed with stop-start riffs, shifty 
meters, atmospheric interludes 
and nutty rhymes: meticulou: 
plotted excess. 

DOWNLOAD: “Dancing With the 
Moonlit Knight,” “Firth of Fifth,” 
“The Cinema Show” 
























INVISIBLE TOUCH 


ATLANTIC, 1906 


6600 


Here's pop 
nesis at its 
achieving 
best, trying 
to pack musi- 
cianly thrills 
into simpler 
structures 
Collins is in full lonely-guy mode, 
bemoaning unapproachable 
women or conjuring suspenseful 
plots—even doing both at once 
in “In Too Deep” and the big but 
snappy suite “Domino,” Banks 
recital-hall piano and organ had 
long since given way to forebod- 
ing synthesizer chords and brittle 
notes that ricochet all over the 
place, syncopating neatly against 
Collins's salvos of tom-toms. The 
songs unfold in a percussive, arti- 
ficial realm that makes Collins's 
voice sound even more isolated 
in his yearning and his predica 
ments, At 6 million copies, 
their U.S. blockbuster, 
DOWNLOAD: “Invisible Touch,” 
Tonight, Tonight, Tonight,” 
“The Brazilian’ 




































































ATRICK OF THE TAIL 


ATCO/ATIANTIC, 976 
6600 
[ | Denial can bea 


beautiful thing 
After Gabriel left 














Genesis for a solo 
career melding, 
new wave and 


world music, the 
band tried to 
maintain its old self. Collins openly 
imitated Gabriel, and when Banks 
and Rutherford stepped forward as 
the main songwriters, they kept up 
the oblique storytelling lyries and 
the multipart structures, cinched 
by the filigree and sinew of Steve 
Hackett’s guitar, The songs are still 
fantasias, but they don’t ramble, 
DOWNLOAD: “Dance on a Volcano, 
“Entangled 


DUKE 


‘ATANTIC,1980 


















600 
| Asschizoid but 
4 | inv 
albu 
goes for Gi 
y style Gene 


with fanfare 
like keyboards, 
martial drumrolls 
and the old opulence, But one song, 
wide Vocal,” has lyrics that give 
Gabriel a definitive kiss-off—and 
another is about Collins’ divorce. 
‘The music usually stays upbeat (two 
tracks became FM-radio staples), 
and every so often, the hazy instru- 
mental passages clear up for the 
kind of straightforward songs that 
would define latter-day Gene 
DOWNLOAD: “Turn It On Aga 
“Misunderstanding” 


GENESIS 


Tunic, 1909, 


600 























‘The drums go 
boom and Collins 
belts hard while 
simple keyboard 
hooks ar 
slammed home 
on this deter- 

mined attempt 
to go pop with Police and XTC 
producer Hugh Padgham. (Are those 
cookie cutters on the album cover?) 
It worked; the songs are so concise 
they're virtually new wave, but still 
steeped in angst. Only the surpa 
ingly stupid, Mexican-accented 
“Illegal Alien’—where craftsmanship 
overcomes good sense—tarnishes 
the album. 

DOWNLOAD: 
to 00" 


/ 
Genesis | 
! 





























“That's All,” “Just a Job 


ren wazeute, 


NURSERY CRYME 


ATCO/ATLANTIC 197 
ooo 


‘Two new musi- 
cians—Collins on 
drums and Hack- 
ett on guitar—put 
some kick into the 
band. They v 
full of ideas, test- 
ing extremes of 
nd rock riff- 








fingerpicking deli 
ing, expansiveness 
Compared to what Genes 
become, their third album e 
clumsy. But for once in their e 
decorum didn't always matt 
DOWNLOAD: “The Fountain of Salma- 
cis,” “Harold the Barrel” 












THE LAMB LIES DOWN 
ON BROADWAY 


ATCO/ATLANTIC 1974 


000 


| Sooner or later, 
| every progressive- 
! rock band has to 
do its double-LP 

| concept/opera/ 

extravaganza, 
| and for Gabriel's 

Genesis, it was 
The Lamb. The plotline, as 
odyssey, tracks a character named 
Rael Imperial Aerosol Kid through 
a phantasmagoria of urban squalor 

and subterranean ghoulies. The 
title song ranks with Genesis’s most 
majestic moments, and there are 

some nicely creepy set pieces, But 

the filler stretches on and on. 

DOWNLOAD: “The Carpet Crawlers,” 
“The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” 


. AND THEN THERE 
WERE THREE .. 


AnANTiG 1978 


666 












































Adios to Steve 
Hackett’s lead 
guitar. Pared 
down to Collins, 
Banks and Ruth- 
erford, Genesis 
made its most 
anthem-laden 
album, with keyboardist Banks 5 
ing the foreground. The songs are 
still high-concept scenarios—one 
seems to be about a killer snow 
man—but the music sets side most 
of the old digre: 
pop disciplin 
ose reverberations, the son} 
grounded in melody: With 
‘You Follow Me,” Genesis had its first 
USS. hit, even if old fans started to 
fee] betrayed. 

DOWNLOAD: “Burning Rope,” 
indertow" 







































BE CAREFUL 


TRESPASS 


CHARISHAIICA, 1970 





As serious as all 
get-out, this fir 
effort at large- 
seale songwriting 
was a warm-up. 
‘The lyrics grapple 
with good and 
evil, salvation and 
vengeance, But the band’s classical- 
zz, meld hasn't yet moved from 
hyphenation to hybrid. 

DOWNLOAD: “The Knife” 


FOXTROT 


CCHARISMWATLANTI, 972 


ooo 


























Warning: Mello- 
tron in use. The 
bombast runs 
thick on this 
album, nearly 
half of which 

is devoted to 
the music-hall 








apocalypse of the 
“Supper's Ready.’ F 
's milestone at the time, 
‘ounded wildly innovative 35 years 
ago now seems endearingly goofy 
and all too overblown, 

DOWNLOA! 


















WIND & WUTHERING 


ATOO/ATLANTIC 1976 


oo 





ofthe Ta 
second 1976 
album seemed 
flabby. Still seek- 
ing the grandeur 
of the Gabriel 

years, the band 
went mostly for the slow and momen- 
tous, complete with filibustering 
interludes that anesthetize the songs. 
DOWNLOAD: “ .. In That Quiet Earth” 


ABACAB 


ATLANTIC, 198, 


ooo 


















Straining to feel 
like virtuosos 
while staying 
terse, Genesis 
piled up sta 
cato, minimalist 
keyboard patterns 
behind some of 

ly ‘The ambition 
palpable, but too many songs just 
misfire. The one that doesn't, "No 
Reply at All,” echoes the funk and 
horns (from R&B masters Earth, 
Wind & Fire) Collins was savoring 
on his smash solo debut, Face Value. 
DOWNLOAD: “No Reply at All” 
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FOR FANS ONL' 


FROM GENESIS 
TO REVELATION 


nsel, 1969, 


o 


hom genesis 





Every band has 
to start some- 
where. Genesis 
arrived, produced 
by English pop 
impresario Jona- 
than King, as an 
earnest, mushy, 
cliché-spouting knockoff of the 
Moody Blues. “Fill your mind with 
love,” Gabriel sings, soon to hi 
strings and horns gooped on top of 
the band, The most amazing thing 
about this album—a true relic of 
late-1960s hokum—is that Genesis 
didn’t change the band name out of 
assment, 

‘Where the Sour Turns 
































WE CAN'T DANCE 


ATUANTIC 191 
oo 


“We're all played 
out,” Collins sings 
on his last album 
with Genesis. It's 
not awful, exactly, 
But coming afte 


gonears 
a five-year break 


| 
) | 
and the huge 


success of Invisible Touch, it’s just 
another set of crisply profic 
bummed-out pop songs—w 
the 10-minute suite about E 
railway workers, “Driving the L 
Spike, slipped in, That's a rare sign 
of initiative on an album that clearly 
boils down to singles-plus-filler. The 
songs are neatly made, but even the 
better ones come across like reruns, 
DOWNLOAD: “I Can't Oance” 


CALLING ALL STATIONS... 


anuannic 197 


o 































vrademark turns 
into 
With Collins 
gone, Banks 
and Rutherford 
signed on a chesty 
new singer, Ray 
Wilson, picked 
up astudio drumme' made 
Genesis as a muscle-he 
band imitation of its chee 
self. The title song wonders 
anybody tell me, tell me exactly 
where ['am/I've lost all sense of 
direction.” Ain't it the truth 
they haven't released an album since. 
DOWNLOAD: 











































FURTHER 
LISTENING 


PLATINUM COLLECTION 
ATLANTIC 2004 

6000 

Even their compila- 
tions sprawl. These 
three CDs were 
sensibly chosen from 
the full span of their 
ca including a 
good EP eut, “Paper- 
ate.” Oddly, it runs 
backward from 1991 
to 1970, but tucks an 
embarrassing 1997 
track at the end of 
CD 1, fit were gener- 
ous, it could have 
included “TI 
Crawlers 199 
remake with Collins 
and Gabriel sharing 
vocals, That track is 
reserved for Turn It 
On Again: 
which concentrates on 
Collins-era Genesis. 
DOWNLOAD: “Paper: 
late,” “In Too Deep” 



























GENESIS LIVE 
AMANO 7 

oo 

Since Genesis barely 
alter their complex 
songs in concert, their 
several live albums 
are largely redundant: 

















same ements, 
more audience noise 
This first one, from 








the Gabriel years 
cherty-picks the best 
early epics, but it could 
use more photos of 
Gabriel's ering 
inducing costumes. 
DOWNLOAD: “Musical 
Box” 




















GENESIS LIVE/ 

THE WAY WE WALK, 
VOLUME ONE: 

THE SHORTS OOO 
VOLUME TWO: 
THELONGS O@ 
Atak ATLANTIS 980 
‘These two live albur 
separate the radio hits 
(Vol. 1) from the suites, 
(Vol. 2). Vol. 1is lean 
and vehement, holding 
on to the bitterne 

the songs. Vol. 2 is 
more rote, though “Old 
Medley’—combining 
bits of the ancient 
stiites—tacitly admi 
those songs weren't so 
unified after all. 
DOWNLOAD: “Invisible 
Touch,” “Domino” 
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Interpol, 
brought to you 
by the Bug 
Zapper 5000, 


THE CHILL FACTOR 


Shock: Gloomy New Yorkers throw a hell of a dance party 


INTERPOL 


THE FILLMORE, DETROIT 
JULY 28, 2007 OOO, 


CYBOR( 


mistakes. 


ARENT SUPPOSED to make 
Pioneer to the Falls,” tonight's 
opening song (and the le 
Interpol’s newalbum, Our Love toAdmire), 
ts with ashiver-inducing guitar figure, 
and Daniel Kessler flubs one of the notes 

Itsan uncharacteristic error fora band 
whose perfectionist sound centers on a 
forbidding, architectural sense of order. 
Shrouded in darkness, their fitted formal- 
wear glimpsed only in the stage’s roving 
searchlights, Interpol suddenly s 
likea gaggle of chic vampires than regular, 
ifsomberly attired, humans. 

And right now these humans have 
entered a crucial moment in their bur- 
geoning career: Their first two albums, 
released on an indie label, sold about halfa 
million copies each and established Inter- 
polas the leading incarnation ofblack-clad 
urban cool. 

Our Love to Admire, their first disc for 
a major label, means to parlay that anti 
charisma into superstar sales. And it got 


em less 


id track off 


off to an encouraging start: first-week 
sales of nearly 00. But as they face a 
diverse crowd who've come to see them in 
the pasty flesh, these unsmiling New York- 
ers risk seeming a bit like, well, dicks. 
Interpol aren’t the types to crack a self- 
deprecating joke after a screw-up—that 
yank them out from behind the 
scrim of melodrama. The mystery lets 
fans project their own expectations onto 
the music, whether they're standing rapt, 
as if awaiting condolences for a moribund 


INTERPOL parkinc Lot 


would 


CLINTON SPRINGER 


AUDIO-VISUAL 
TECHNICIAN 


ALLIE CARTER 


19, STUDENT #0. 
CHICAGO. 


lovelife, or dancing, arms aloft, with fellow 
sorority sisters. 

The band sure doesn’t pander to the 
audience. Four well-received songs pass in 
all their bleak grandeur before frontman 
Paul Banks utters so much as a “thank you 
very much,” and at his most animated, he 
rubs the crown of his head, slowly, as if ¢ 
rogue coconutjuststunned him. The flash- 
iest thing he doesall night is strap ona Fly- 
ing V guitar (finished in black). 

Carlos D., whose facial hair resembles 


Os 
= 


a 


NICOLE DAVIDSON 


CAFETERIA WORKER 
TOLEDO, O10, 


CHICAGO. 


em like the type 
o'd just walk 
ind the city at thr 
in the mornin 
for somethi 


looking, 


z to do. the show \ 


they don’t jump 
around. But they enhance 
th their suits.” 


into them becau 
they sound like Joy Division. 
‘They don't seem totally 
rock & roll, hat I 
hear, they're kind of artsy.” 


y calm 





Carlos D. awaits 
the return of his 
trusty stallion. 


a train robbers, stoops over his low-slung 
ass and stares downward, seemingly in 
search of a lost cuff link. Drummer Sam 
Fogarino isn’tjust buttoned up—he wears 
atie clip. Only Kessler seems to relish the 
stage, stepping to the edge and screwing 
up his face in concentration. 
Properly _ presenting 
requires focus: They 
impregnablemonumentstobrooding, but 
also as propulsive, pop-savvy dorm fodder 
It’saneat trick, and ifthe songs sound alit- 
tle too alike, bl 
mula: deliciously gloomy guit 
disco-wise wave of rhythm. 
Supplemented with a minimalist L 
light show, the set draws equally from 
three albums, and while the new tracks do 
justice to the ornate old theater—the suits 
f armor flanking the stage would make 


these 


vivrethan é 
Angels” and “Obstacle 1.” 

Banks writes fragmentary musings on 
romantic ennui, and at times, his confe: 
>amumble. He 
, muttering under 


sional hush comes clo: 
like an overgrown tee! 
his breath and hidi 
hair. (High school poetry like “You lack 
the things/To which I relate” doesn’thelp.) 
And though the music sounds withdrawn, 
even Vulean in its avoidance of emotion, 
the effect is surprisingly warm and cathar- 
tic: It sets off columns of dancing through- 
out the Fillmore, i cept the 
four band members. Nick 


behind 2 a fringe of 


QUEER AS FOLK 





The mighty Quins find the laughs in girl-on-girl heartache songs 


TEGAN AND SARA 
SOUTHPAW, BROOKLYN, NY 
AUGUST 2, 2007 6600 


SARA QUIN, THE higher-voiced, goofier 
identical twin, is in the middle of a ram- 
bling story—this one about having “900 
boyfriends” in the second grade, but also 
about rollerblading, as well as going to see 
the cheesy musical Joseph and the Ama 
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat—when she 
k her sister a question. “Oh, 
Tegan says without looking up. 
“Were you talking?” The audience roars. 
Sara shrugs and, before launching into 
the next tune, announces, “The point is, 
Tegan’sa cunt 
The mulleted, supercute lesbians have 
been pei ing their comical act—unpre- 
dictable anecdotes, playful banter, foul- 
mouthed faux sibling rivalry—for year 
So when Sara reprimands some chatter- 
ing patrons (“If you can’t shut up for one 
song, then you'reajerk!”), everyone knows 
a punch line. But with The Con, their 
hearted fourth album, Canada’s Tegan 
and Saraare lurking just outside the main- 
stream, and with good reason. Coproduced 
by Death Cab for Cutie’s Christopher 
Walla, it's one of the year's best pop 
records, bursting with sweetly off-kilter 
melodies and a unique she-said/she-said 


take on romance. Tonight's Brooklyn club 
is smaller than the theaters they've grad- 
uated to, but it’s a perfect testing ground 
for their new material, since the audience 
is evenly split between the twin pillars of 
the twins’ booming fan base: One half is 
tattooed-and-pierced women with their 
arms around girlfriends; the other half 
is skinny, T-shirted indie-rock boys with 
their armsaround their girlfriends. 
While T jongs tend to be more 
directly emotional, like the pogo-ingpunk 
of “Hop a Plane” and the lilting, acoustic 
heartbreak of “Soil, Soil,” Sara’s have the 
same loopy, unpredictable cadence as 
her digressive stories: New single “Back 
in Your Head’—with a guest appearance 
by AFI's bald bassist Hunter Bergan, who 
takes the stage just to shake a tambou- 
rine—bounces along to its own ir 
ible rhythm, and an encore of her spooky 
new-wave valentine “Walking With a 
Ghost” gets the second biggest ovation 
of the night. The loudest is saved for set- 
closer “Living Room,’ a springy favor- 
ite from the si ’s folksier days that has 
couples dancing and sweating in whatev- 
er pockets of empty space they can find. 
When the lights come on, a derisive jeer 
bubbles up from the crowd. They may not 
want to see the twins get along peacefully, 
but they also don’t want to see them leave. 
ANDY GREE 


Tegan: “Sara, are 
you checking out 
your own ass?” 


WOO'UIGNATE™ I2I 
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CRAZY TRAIN 





Wes Anderson's quirky passage through In 


NO ONE MAKI! 
Anderson. Even if 
ing credits of 

(666), you'd immediately know that 
the same filmmaker who made 1999's 
sic Rushmore was behind the 
Regardless of where A 

set, they 





movies like Wes 
you miss the open- 






















landscape of visual bri 
indie quirk. Dig those retro '70s zooms, 
those val wide-angle compo- 
itions, the vintage-Kinks tunes on the 
soundtrack. When Anderson's obses- 
ive aesthetic doesn’t jibe with the per 
formances, or when hisscriptsare jittery, 
the result comes off like twee self-parody 
2e 2004's The Life Aquatic With St 
pu). But when everything falls into 
place, as it does for much of The Dar- 
jeeling Limited, his movies give way to 
something far deeper than film gee 
eling Limited is the 
that will take three br nthe 
Jack (Jason Schw 
Peter( 
freak Fra 
the Indian countr 2 rch of pir- 
itual enlightenment. The siblings have 
been estranged and emotionally adrift 
since their father died the previous year, 
so what better way to re-bond than by 
ng a long trip? Naturally, nothing 
goes as planned, tempers flare and peo- 




































































(ty oavio Fean) 


ple get pepper-sprayed. An unexpected 
tragedy along the way, however, ends up 
bringing the trio closer together. 

As in Anders he Royal Tenen- 
baums (2001), the emphasis on family 
ties grounds the movie's deadpan dia- 
logue and obscure pop-culture ret 
ences. And even those who don't care for 
























THE EXCITED-O-METER 


We haven't seen’em yet ... and we're 
not even sure we want to 


VERY EXCITED 





BEN STILLER and the FARRELLY 
BROTHERS reunite for another sad-sack 
romantic comedy. 


EXCITED-ISH ¢ r 


STEVE CARELL is an advice columnist who 
falls for JULIETTE BINOCHE. Just so long as 
he doesn't build any more arks 





NOT SO MUCH 


€ Not even the promise of seeing 


JESSICA ALBA in her underwear 
can get us to sit through another 
DANE COOK comedy, 














Control: Someone 
might want to 
consider a new 
antiperspirant. 








le ought 
to be moved by the heartfelt way the 






rly-'80s Brits Joy Division 
to the hypnotic power of their 






ing and swaying while intoning gloom 
tunes, the lanky frontman was charis- 
matic even when he looked as if he was 
a million miles away. Anton Corbijn'’s 
(GO6),) follows the tr 




















ekly NME 
rutable Chri 
lly depressed 
The director's use of black-and- 
white film is the perfect way to visualize 
the group’ stark, moody sound, The film, 
however, is still beholden to the laws ofits 
genre, which means that the future poster 
boy for nihilism will at one point say that 
someday the whole world will know I 
name. You expect poetry, given Corbijn’s 
talent. Instead, Control ends up being 
just another portrait of a self-destructive 
genius,albeitoneas compelling and eryp- 
ticas Curtis himself. 
Unlike Corbijn’s paean to the Joy 
Division frontman, Sean Penn's 
(66%) is never sure wheth- 
er its protagonist—real-life nature afi- 
cionado Chi 
an anfranthor it 
fool. 





s the singeras partins 
figure and part chronica 
victim. 1 






































WALLACE 6000 LUCK CHUCE SERGEL BACHLAKDY 
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SET FOX HOME ENTE 





LATER: 20 CENTURY FOK HOME 


RYMES TFA 





172, GONE BABY GONE: CLAINE FOLGE 
(ESLEVEETT 








Gone Baby Gone’s 
Casey Affleck 


went, baby, went, 





cutting up his credit cards, the midde- 
class kid renamed himself Alexancer 
Supertramp and decided to live off the 
land sans material comforts. He eventu- 
ally ended up in the Alaskan wildernes 
sbeforepe 
















ion account knows 
. but actually seeing McCard- 
still thrilling. Yet the 
question keeps nagging at you: Are we 
supposed to salute this foray into the wild 
shake our heads at the sheer idiocy of 
such extremity? 

















No one ever said that sustaining a flr 
to the very end was easy, but that doesn’t 
make the climactic dips of MICHAEL 
CLAYTON (666) and GONE BABY GONE 
ss of a letdown. Both rrov- 
art off doing a large numbe: 0” 
things right: Clayton is a tightly pecec 
corporate thriller reminiscent of great 
70s paranoia movies like The Parallax 
View, plus it has George Clooney givinga 
wonderfully understated performance; 
Baby's Beantown mystery benefits from 
Ben Affleck proving he’s a decent direc- 
tor witha knack for nailing the localBos- 
ton color of Dennis Lehane's book. “hen 
it comes time to wrap things up and 
splat: Clooney's got to deliver an Oscar- 
clipspeech, and Affleck puts his younger 
brother Casey through one clunky dra- 
matic denouement after another Too 
bad, because the: a lot to admire in 
both these stories regarding corruption 
and personal responsibility. You may, 
however, want to cut out before their 
respective last act 












































BLENDER 
APPROVED 


Missed them in the 
theater? Catch them 
on DVD. 





28 WEEKS LATER 
Rage-infected 
Zombies terrorize 
London again in this 
frightening sequel. 
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THE TV SET 
Television's dirty little 
‘secret revealed: It's 
dumbed down! 
7 
The Man in Black's small-screen gems ( sy avan oomeat ) 
THE BEST OF THE JOHNNY CASH SHOW 
(CoLUMaIA/LEGACY) = 
ooco 
With his homespun wisdom and creased, middle-age visage, 
Johnny Cash came across as a kindly—but very cool—dad on 
his network music show, which ran from 1969 to 1971. This two- 
et features a whopping 65 performances from the program 
interspersed with present-day interviews with those who were 
there. (Affable hairstylist Penny Lane tells a priceless story about 
June Carter Cash forcing panty-less guest Linda Ronstadt to put 
ona pair of “bloomers” before singing a duet with her husband.) 
The DVD showeases Cash's exquisite taste: Along with hosting 
legends like Ray Charles and Carl Perkins, the Man in Black per- 
forms arresting duets with Roy Orbison and Bob Dylan. 
THE BEST OF THEREST 
E40 SHAKESPEARE DAVID BOWIE 
YESTERDAY, TODAY WAS A BIG GEORGE GLASS SPIDER 
& TOMORROW: JONES FAN (vg EMD BEE 
THE VIDEOS (SHOUT FACTORY) OBOG Bowie’ 1987 Glas« 
(Sica woo r/arverzoma) Given Jack Clem- Spider tour, with its 
ooo ents reputation horrendous costum- 
N This 15-video collec wildly unpredictable h school 
tion from the bespecta producer-songwrite |, epito- 
LAST GOOD dled hyp ambassador es ‘teopt saute nt 
MOVIE YOU SAW? from comedic that this documentary ish aspects of the ’SOs. 
BUSTA (Captain Savea Hoc”) about him is more Todlay, the show's eon- 
to socially aware (“Prac- | than a little odd. Itin- voluted sci-fi plotline 
RHYMES dludesintimatehome | and smoothed-over 
“Transformers was: which features a Tu- videos (including one rsions of classics lik 
the best movie of the amvo). While it featuring Johnny Cash} “Rebel Rebel” are 


summer. I want Michael 
Bay to direct my next 
video. Maybe he could 
convince one of the 
Autobots to do a cameo 








not boast many x embarrassing as ev 
But still, there's del 


tobe had in seeing one 


pig nose and 
plastic crown) and an 






con: 
thanks to 
tongue 


absurd exchange be- 
tween Clement and 
acartoon Willi 
Shakespeare 


of the coolest roc 
ends of all time loc 
so damm uncool 
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GODDESS OF WAR 





This babe-with-blades game is derivative, yet stunning (1, use coan) 


HEAVENLY SWORD 
wa 


8000 





ONE LOOK AT Heaven- 
d's main charac- 
—Nariko, a scantily clad 
female ninja who wields 
two giant swords—and it 
becomes glaringly obvious 
why this game has generated so much pre- 
release buzz. Now, after more than a year of 
hype, the game is finally here, and ithasbeau- 
tiful graphics and tons ofaction-packed com- 
bat. Still, as hotas its heroineis, we can'tshake 
the feeling that she’s actually another video- 
game character in drag—specifically, Kratos, 
the demigod who stars in the hugely popular 
God of War games for the PS2. 

Both Nariko and Kratos are revenge- 
hungry warriors who brandish a set of 
twin blades that can be whipped around 






































on chains. And like God of War, Heavenly 
Sword provides players with only the sligat- 
est control of the camera, which can resilt 
in the awkwardness of engaging in fights 
with enemies the player can't see. The titles’ 
ancient-Greek and feudal-Japan ettings 
look quite different, but the general feel of 
the games—fight through waves of dispcs- 
able enemies to get to the next section—is 
remarkably similar. 
Toitscredit, Heaw 
the best. The pa 
battles interspersed with some simple pwz- 
zles (which usually involve finding a switch 
to open a locked door). The script is typical 
sword-and-sorcery gibberish, but the top- 
notch cast of voice actors (including Andy 
Serkis, Gollum in The Lord of the Rings 
movies) gives enthusiastic performances, 
at least on par with a made-for-cable sci-fi 
flick—a true rarity, even with today’s multi- 
million-dollar game budgets. 


















































GIZMO OF THE MONTH 








SONY PLAYSTATION PORTABLE PSP-2000 


The handheld console shrinks to Mary-Kate Olsen proportions 


Taking a cue from the Nintendo DS's compact form, Sony has given the Play 
a new model unofficially dubbed the PSP Slim ($169). At 


ble a tummy tuck, © 
glance, the system seems indistinguishable 
from the original, but in fact the PSP-2000 is 
19 percent thinner and 33 percent lighter than 
before. Other new features include a video out- 
put for playing med 
any TV, and some new colors (ceramic white 
and icesilver). And—nerds, rejoice! —the: 
Star Wars limited-cdition model witha picture 
of Darth Vader on the back. 
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JAM SESSIONS 


UstSOFT: NnNTENDO OS 
oo}, 


Somewhere between wielding 
ctual guitar and a plastic 
Guitar Hero ax lies Jam Sessions, 
guitar simulator for the 
Nintendo DS that lets you play 
along with tunes by the likes of 
Coldplay and Amy Winehouse. 
Pick a chord by holding down a 
button, then strum your fingers 
or stylus across the guitar string 
pictured on the touch-sensitive 
screen. It's an intriguing idea, but 
unlike the hopel addictive 
Guitar Hero, the game's novelty 
wears off quickly. 


SKATE 

Ex XBOX 360, PSD 

Ooo, 

ith Skate’s realistic control 
cheme and a huge, open-ended 
city, EA nails the toughest trick 
of all: putting outa solid skating 
game without superstar corpo- 
rate pitchman Tony Hawk. Doing 
tricks by nudging the controller’s 
two analog sticks in different 
directions makes hitting those 
gnarly moves almost as frustrat- 
ing, and rewarding, as doing 
them in real life. 


























































NHL 08 

ae 

O60! a 
The latest NHL game from EA 
requires a surprising amount 











of skill and finesse. Assigning a 
player's skates to the left stick 
on the game controller and hi 
hockey stick to the right side 
creates one of the most natural- 
feeling sports games ever, 
although the requisite fighting 
sequences are simplistic brawls. 
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JACKASS: THE GAME 


FRED MILE ENTERTAINNENT:PS2 PSP 
OO, : 
‘The short-attention-span 

antics of Johnny Knoxville and 
Company are perfectly suited to 
this collection of death-defying 
mini-gam allenges, 
which include racing around 
ina golf cart and rolling down 
San Fr co's famous hills 

in a garbage can, never take 
than a few minutes each 
ately, these 
ments of 
danger and surprise that made 
Jackass such a monster hit, 





























JOHN WOO PRESENTS 
STRANGLEHOLD 

‘uoway x80K 360, P53, PC. 

O00 





alt= 





0s Hong Kong 
ic film Hard Boiled gets 
a video-game sequel, reunit- 
ing director John Woo (as the 
game's producer) and star Chow 
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Yun-Fat (who lends his voice 

anc likeness) for more explosive, 
hign-wire action. We love dual- 
pistol firefights as much as the 
next guy, but it would be nice 

if this one-note game had even 
theoriginal flick’s thin plot and 
character development. 








JUICED 2: HOT IMPORT 
NIGHTS 


"To. 80X30, P33 
BO, 
Juiced 2 allows 
mest de ar customiza- 
tion e enced in a video 
e. While extreme paint 
0-inch rims are fun, 

y ‘your 








for some of the 














car’s components, 
for gearheads only. The actual 
recing part (both online and 
single-player) is nothing new, 
bat fortunately half the e 
ave of the more exciting di 
ty, in which t 
out rides slide around hairpin 
turns at ungodly speeds. 












BLENDER APPROVED 


THE BEST GAMES FROMTHE PAST MONTHS 





THE DARKNESS 
exces 80380 PS 
A possessed hit man seeks 
revenge using guns—and his 
massive man-eating tentacles! 


OVERLORD. 


SooeMAS ERS: en 360. PC 


What could be better than 
an army of gremlins who do 
your evil bidding? 


‘Sean Kingston 
kept his day job 
at the Jamaican 
Tourist Bureau, 











GEEK FILES 








SEAN KINGSTON 


This month, the 17-year-old “Beautiful Girls” singer 
proudly lets his dweeb flag fly 





Last good game played 
1 like the graphics, man. I usually play my hype 
y friends, and I usually win. 






Favorite classic game 

Mario Kart for Nintendo 64. I like that you can shoot other 
ts and you can go to Alaska. Back in the day, when I was 
yed it a lot. 








Tour-bus staple 
NBA Live. It’s my favorite game. It’s also a good game to bet 
on. I won $150 from my hype man once. 


My gaming childhood 
When I was 13, I almost beat Donkey Kong for Nintendo 
64—I was one stage away from winning. I thought I saved 
the game on my memory card, but I lost everything. I was 
mad. I never tried to beat the whole game agai 











A Sean Kingston game would look like 

It would be a cool island game. It would be me in Jamaica. 
You'd go to the beach and to the studio. Also, there'd be me 
playing streetball against other people. My enemies would be 
people who didn’t believe in me growing up, like ex-friends. 
And it would be cool to have Rihanna there—she would be 
i nd. 














Geek rating, ona scale of ! t0 10 

Six, because I don’t have a lot of different games. But now 
Tl be on the road a lot and will need more to play on the 
tour bus. stark varm 
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Metra 
Till, ON, 
TATE. One-year subscription rats: 
in prepa US, Hs, We soetignes was 

ces by a that we hie 
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WOO'UIGNITa™ SZt 


BETTER THAN REAL-LIFE J® 





Resort, spa, beach, lounge... 





XIM 


N' 1A» VE IVE 
BUNGALOWS 


for more details contact your travel agent or visit maximbungalows.com a 





3 STEAMY MOVIES, 1 AMAZING OFFER! 


OVER ITEMS FROM 
YOUR FAVORITE BANDS 


The Secretary 


PO Box 39 Dept 391 » Chanhassen MN, 55317 
or visit «< www.ROCKABILIA.com 





SHIPPING 
# HANDLING 


Over 6 NOURS ~ 
OP PURE PLEAGURE!) 


AN $89.90 VALUE! 


YES! Send me 3 FREE DVDs, item #7547. 
Jam enclosing *$9.95 (check or money order) 
for P&H. (I certify lam 18 or older) 


NAME: 
ADDRESS 


cr. 


NC& CA residents add state & local sales tax 


i Fy ADAM & EVE 
a fe a): #] Dept.BND2 PO Box 900 
FE Carrboro, NC 27510 


{GREDIT CARO cusTomeRs ca:1-800-274-0333 or 
- meve. com 
(iit Us ONLINE at: a ada eve-cora 


ye ¥ 100% Money” 2 ut Get 
 weoffera 


Free 120 page catalog call 952-556-1121 write: 


Developed in Sweden the all 
has been recommended by European and Asian doctors 
for the improvement of sexual function and libido as 
well as prostate strength which is key to strong 
sexuality. Used by over 5 million men worldwide to 
Intensify orgasms and Increase ejaculate volume, 
creating the “ropes” effect of streaming ejaculate, 


customInkscom'} 


SAY WHATEVER YOU WANT 
pL ees COM 
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He may front the fun-lovin’ Black Eyed Peas, but in his free time this L.A. native 
stares down evil cows, narrowly avoids drowning and dreams of a robotic arm. Don’t phunk 
with our heart, man, just tell us... 


By TIM GRIERSON 


Photograph by JEFF MINTON 


no os WI LL.LAM THINK HE IS? 


You threw away your first self- 
portrait and drew a new one. Why? 
like this one—it captures my 
eyes. I've got big-ass fish ey 

And you gave yourself a big 
forehead. 

Thave a big-ass head too. 


Is that because you're so creative? 
Naw, I just got a big head. My 
brain's a little pregnant. I think 
about weird things. 


Like what? 

Why are we the only speci 

drinks milk from other anim 
About seven years ago I was chill- 
ing and I saw a cow. It looked at 
me ina weird way. I stopped eat- 
ing beef after that. Just the way 
the motherfucker looked at me. 
Achicken wouldn't look at you 
that way, 


Did you have a nickname as a kid? 
Igrew up in the pri inLA., 
and I was always thinking or 
doing something out of the 
ordinary, And they'd say, 
“Fucking Willie. 


“MY BRAIN’S A 
LITTLE PREGNANT!” 


What's the worst mistake you've 
ever made? 

Jumping in a pool when I was 10. 
A lifeguard pulled me out and 
gave me CPR. [Smiles.] Mouth- 
to-mouth. 


Was that your first kiss? 

It was my first wet one. But I don’t 
remember it—I was unconscious. 
They wrote down the time that 


I passed away. But then I came 
back! 


If we drug-tested you right now, 
what would we find? 
e—not ev 

n. I don't like medicine 
And I only go to doctors for big 
problems. Like, I've had this 
ringing in my ear for five 
months straight. It doesn’t 
stop! But if listen toloud 
music, it's cool. 


Do you have any vices? 

Phones: I've got an iPhone, a 
BlackBerry, a Curve, the other 
BlackBerry, a Treo, a Prada 
phone, a Sidekick, two laptops. 
I'm gonna hook up with a manu- 
facturer in Hong Kong and reste 
my own brand of phone. 


How much is a quart of milk? 
‘Two bucks, sixty-nine cents? 
[Shrugs.] I’m lactose-intolerant. 
Any tattoos or piercings? 
Not on me. If Thad a kid, I'd get 
my kid's face tattooed—naw! I'd 
get my kid's footprints on me! 
hat would be pretty cool 


What do you wear to bed? 
A T-shirt, But I hate when my 
“shirts are washed. 


Doesn't the shirt start to smell? 
I've only been sleeping init. 
When I tour, I also take my pil- 
low. And I have nice dreams; 
the fabric really affects my shi 
So I don'tlike to wash my sleep 
clothes. Now, my drawe 

there's open areas and 


Let's stop there. Would you ever 
get plastic surgery? 

If [lost my arm, I'd get robotics. 
Or would I? You know when you 
geta cut? And, magically del 
cious, it turns into skin again 
Theoretically, we have that func- 
tionality to grow a new arm back. 
We just don't know how to do 


Who do people think you look like? 
Wyclef! And they think I look 

that other dude in C 

. We look like triplets. 
Whoopi Goldberg could be my 
mom, and Billy Ocean could be 
our daddy. That would be some 
kooky shit. [490] 


‘SOISNI ONIUV31 UJHLONY S.JU3HI/3d OL 
31H 3A. NOSU3d AUIAI HOS ‘UIEWaW3u 








SMARTPHONES ROCK HARDER 
ON AMERICA’S MOST RELIABLE WIRELESS NETWORK. 





Introducing the MOTO @ music. 


Email, calendar, cutting-edge MP3 player. It organizes your life, 
and gives it a soundtrack. Because smartphones rock harder verizonwireless 
on America’s most reliable wireless network. verizonwireless.com/qmusic 


ying by service, not available everywhere. Screen images simulated. 
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ALESTATE AGENT 
" a’ — 


Dean Akey 
St. Gharles, Il 


OUR AGENTS DON'T JUST WRITE MOTORCYCLE POLICIES, 
THEY RIDE MOTORCYCLES, In fact, there are over 600 Allstate 
agents who ride. That means they understand motorcycle insurance 
and your passion. You deserve an agent who speaks your language. ll st t 
That's Allstate's Stand. Are you in Good Hands? 7 | iS ‘a’ (Se 
You're in good hands, 
TO FIND AN ALLSTATE AGENT IN YOUR AREA WHO HAS EXPERIENCE 


HELPING PROTECT MOTORCYCLES, CALL 877-BIKE-303. Auto “Home: ife ‘Retirement 





